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AND I SAW A GREAT WHITE THRONE, AND 


HIM THAT SAT ON IT, FROM WHOSE FACE 
THE EARTH AND THE HEAVEN FLED AWAY, 
AND THERE WAS FOUND NO PLACE FOR 
THEM. AND I SAW THE DEAD, SMALL AND 
GREAT,STAND BEFORE GOD, AND THE BOOKS 
WERE OPENED: AND ANOTHER BOOK WAS 
OPENED, WHICH Is THE BOOK OF LIFE: 
AND THE DEAD WERE JUDGED, OUT OF 
THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN 
THE BOOKS, ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. 
AND THE SEA GAVE UP THE DEAD WHICH 
WERE IN IT: AND DEATH AND HELL DE- 
LIVERED UP THE DEAD WHICH WERE IN 
THEM: AND THEY WERE JUDGED, EVERY 
MAN ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS. 


T is a ſolemn thing for a man to be 
judged of his own conſcience. How 


ſweet is the approving teſtimony of that 
boſom 
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boſom monitor and witneſs! But more 
bitter than death are it's upbraiding and re- 
proaches. To ſtand at a human tribunal, 
with life or reputation, death or infamy, 
depending on the iſſue, can never appear a 
light matter to one who underſtands, and 
feels, the value of either. Even conſcious 


innocence and integrity, accompanied with 
good hope toward God, court not the eye 


of public enquiry, but prefer the ſecret, ſi- 
lent feaſt, of inward peace, and of divine 
applauſe, to the public banquet of inno- 
cence proved, and proclaimed by the ſound 
of the trumpet. Serious it is to reflect, that 
your name, your words, your conduct, may 
become matter of record, and that ages to 


come ſhall mention them, with approbation 


and eſteem, or with indignation and con- 
tempt. But every feeling of this ſort is loſt 
in the certain, and more awful proſpect, of 
judgment to come. It is a light thing to be 


judged of man, who can only kill the body, 


and blight the reputation, and beyond that 
hath nothing more that he can do: but 
how formidable is the judgment of Him, 
who knows the heart, who records in 
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e the book of his remembrance” the ac- 


tions of the life, the words that, fall from 
the tongue, the thoughts which ariſe in 
the heart; who will bring every ſecret 
thing to light, and“ render to every man 
according to his works;” and who, 
after he has killed, has power to de- 
* ſtroy body and ſoul in hell!“ 


A1DED by the light, which Sacred Hiſ- 


tory ſheds on ages and generations paſt, we 
have ventured into the ſolemn manſions of 
the dead, and have converſed with thoſe 
filent inſtructors, who know not either to 
fAatter or to fear; and whom the Spirit of 
God has condeſcended to delineate, in their 
true colours, and juſt proportions, that they 
may ſerve to us © for doctrine, and for 
© reproof, and for correction, and for in- 
6 ſtruction in righteouſneſs.” We have 
plunged into ages beyond the flood, and 


have contemplated human nature in it's 


original glory; “ man,” as God made 
him, *<* perfe& ;”” and man, as he made 


himſelf, loſt in the multitude of his own 


inventions. 
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Wx have contemplated the“ firſt man, 
© by whom came death,—the figure of 
Him who ſhould come, by whom is the 
& reſurrection of the dead: Adam, in 
„ whom all die: Chriſt, in whom all 
„ ſhall be made alive.” 


W have attended “ righteous Abel” 
to the altar of God, and beheld the ſmoke 
of his! more excellent ſacrifice” aſcending 
with acceptance to Heaven: and ** by 
„ which, he being dead, yet ſpeaketh.“ 


W have ſeen the hands of “ wicked 
„ Cain” heſmeared with a brother's 


blood ; and theearth refuſing to cover that 


blood, but calling to Heaven for ven- 
geance on the murderer ; and the guilty 
wretch rendered a terror to himſelf. 


Wr have ſeen theſe, one after another, 
dropping into the grave; and in that we 
behold the triumph of fin and death. Bur, 
in Enoch, we behold the triumph of faith 
and holineſs, the triumph of Almighty 
Grace over ſin and death, and over him 
who has the power of death. Our eyes 

follow 
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follow) the holy man who walked with 
* God,” not to the dreary houſe ap- 
pointed for all living,” but, through the 
higher regions of the air, toward the 
bleſſed abodes of immortality, till a cloud 


receives him out of our fight. 


Wr ſought ſhelter, with Noah, and his 


little ſaved remnant, from that deluge 


which deſtroyed a world of ungodly men, 
in the ark which God commanded ; which 
that preacher of righteouſneſs prepared 
& for the ſaving of his houſe;“ and which 
Providence conducted, and preſerved, 
amidſt the wild uproar of contending ele- 
ments— and, with him we perceived the 
wrathful ſtorm ſpend s fury, and the 
dawning light of a day of mercy returning. 


WE have ſeen the renewed, reſtored 
world, again overſpread with violence, 
ignorance, impiety, and idolatry: and the 
hope of the human race ready to be ex- 
tinguiſhed in the perſon of a wandering, 
aged, childleſs man ; that, in the decay 
of exhauſted, expiring nature, the world 
Might be made to ſee, and to acknow- 

B 2 ledge, 


% 
17 


. INTRODUCTORY [LECT. 1. 


ledge, the vigor, the infallibility, the un- 
changeableneſs, of God's covenant of pro- 
miſe. We removed, with that illuſtrious 
exile, from place to place, and with joy 
beheld his faith crowned, at length, with 
the promiſed ſeed, in whom © all the fa- 
+ milies of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.“ 


From that * tender plant,“ that root 
« out of a dry ground,” we ſaw a ſuc- 
ceſſion of fair and fruitful branches ariſe, 
while we ſtudied the noiſeleſs, ſequeſtered, 
contemplative life of Iſaac, and the active, 
variegated, checquered life, of Jacob, his 


* younger ſon. 


Ix the affliction of Joſeph we felt our- I 
ſelves afflicted, in his exaltation we re- 
joiced, and by his virtues and piety, in 
every variety of human condition, we 4 
received at once iuſtruction and reproof. E 


Tr tweet hiſtorian, who had diſcloſed 
all theſe wonders of antiquity to our view, | 
who had opened to us all theſe ſtoresof A 
knowledge, all theſe ſources of delight, | 

comes I 
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comes forward himſelf at laſt, upon the 
ſcene, and continues to miniſter to our 
pleaſure and improvement, by a faithful 
and affecting detail of his own eventful 
ſtory, and by a candid diſplay of his own 
ſentiments, character, and conduct. What 
heart ſo hard, as not to melt at ſight of 
yonder weeping babe, a deſerted, expoſed, 
periſhing Hebrew child, floating. down 
the ſtream! What heart does not glow, 
to fee him the pride and ornament of 
Pharaoh's imperial court, inſtructed in all 
the learning of the Egyptians ! What 
boſom catches not the hallowed ardor of 
patriotic fire, from the intrepid avenger of 
his country's wrongs ! In whatever ſitua— 
tion, or character, we view him, whither- 
ſoever we follow his ſteps, we feel our- 


ſelves attracted, delighted, inſtructed. 


He furniſhes us with the hiſtory of his 
brother Aaron, and his family, and of the 
eſtabliſhment of the Levitical prieſthood, 
a type of the everlaſting and unchangealye 
prieſthood of the Redeemer. We attended 
the venerable pair of brothers to the top of 
the mountain, and beheld Aaron ſtript of 
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his pontifical robes, reigning his charge, 
cloſing his eyes in death; and heard Moſes 
himſelf warned, to prepare for his departure. 


Nor only by a diſplay of worth and 
excellence, but by a delineation of 
vice, by the exhibition of a“ heart de- 
«* ceitful above all things, and deſparately 
& wicked,” has he conveyed to us the 
means of inſtruction and improvement; 
in preſenting us with the portrait of Ba- 
laam, who“ loved the wages of uprighte- 
„ ouſneſs,” In the character of that bad 
man, we behold the humiliating union of 
great talents, and a corrupted heart ; pro- 
phetic gifts, and moral depravity ; know- 
ledge of the truth, and wilful adherence to 
error; admiration of virtue, and fixed ha- 
bits of vice; an earneſt with “ to die the 
death of therighteous,” with a deliberate 
determination to live the life of the wicked; 
and all this myſtery of iniquity explained 
in one ſhort ſentence ; his heart went out 
after it's covetouſneſs. 


ALL theſe have paſſed in review before 
us; and their exiſtence, in ſucceſſion to one 
another, 
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another, occupies a ſpace of two thouſand 
five hundred years. But the text collects 
them, and us, and all ſucceeding genera- 
tions of men, into one great co-exiſtent 
aſſembly, about to undergo a judgment in- 
finitely more ſolemn than ever was pro- 
nounced from human tribunal; a judgment 
infallible, final, irreverſible; which ſhall 
bring to trial, and condemn, all haſty, raſh, 


' erroneous judgments of men; ſhall clear 


injured innocence, bring to light, and re- 
ward, hidden worth, abaſe inſolence and 
pride, detect and expoſe hypocriſy. Let 
the proſpect of it direct all our enquiries, 
animate all our exertions, dictate all our 
deciſions on the character and conduct of 
other men, and influence, form, and go- 
vern, our own. Thus, the review of pre- 
ceding perſonages and events, and the pro- 
ſpect of thoſe to come, ſhall be animated, 
improved, ſanctified; thus ſhall we feel 


our intereſt in, and connection with, the 


church of God univerſal, of every age, and 


converſe with Moſes and the prophets, 
as with our contemporaries, country- 
men, and friends, whom we ſhall ſhortly 
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join, and be united to them in bonds of 
pure and everlaſting love.—Rccolle&ing 
| times paſt, anticipating ages to come, let 
a us draw near, and conſider this great 
ſight, and may God grant us to feel and 
improve it's influence. 


100 . ; 

THe imagery of the ſcene is ſublime 
and ſtriking. 4 I ſaw a great white 
„ throne.” «© A throne,” —royal ſtate, 
| eſtabliſhed empire, acknowledged ſway, 
| | the right and power of judgment united, 


i univerſal, everiaſting, uncontrolable do— 
| minion.,—A, © great” throne. The ſeat 
i af Kings is raiſed a little above the peo- 
| - ple; that of Solomon had fix ſteps ; ivory 
il and gold lent their combined aid to enrich 
1 and to adorn it. But what is the glory 
np | of Solomon ? His throne, once the ſeat | 
| of wiſdom, to whole oracular voice foreign | 
[| potentates, and their nations, liſtened with 
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admiration and reſpect, was at length diſ- 

| honoured, degraded, defiled, by the impu- 
| ritics of idolatry, and by the imprudence 

{ll and apoſtaſy of him who ſat upon it, and 
| 


was thus deprived of one of it's firmeſt 
ſupporters, 


* 
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ſupporters, it ſhook under him, and he at 
length dropped from it, a monument of the 
nothingneſs and vanity of human gran- 
deur, wealth, and wiſdom. Ten of it's 
twelve props ſlipt from beneath it, through 
the imprudence of his {on ; and, after a few 
convulſive ſtruggles, it ſunk at length into 
the duſt, a poor, precarious, ſubordinate 
throne, ſubje& to the lordly ſtate of an 
Aſſyrian prince. 


WIVUAr is the glory of angels, that excel 
in ſtrength? Delegated power, derived 


ſplendor, imparted wiſdom, dignity under 


authority. But, behold on vonder radi- 
ant throne, One „made ſo much better 
e than the angels, as he hath by inheri- 
„ tance obtained a more excellent name 
„ than they.” * He maketh his angels 
& ſpirits, and his miniſters a flame of fire. 
gut unto the Son he faith, Thy throne, 
„O God, is for ever and ever; a ſceptre 
of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy 
& kingdom.“ Sit on my right hand 
e until I make thine enemies thy footſtool.” 


© Behold the Lord fitting upon a throne, 


„high and lifted up,” ſurrounded with 
LORD the 
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the ſeraphim, crying continually unto one 
another, and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, 
© js the Lord of Hoſts, the whole earth is 
« full of his goodneſs.” 


« = AGREAT white throne,” the emblem 
of purity, truth, and righteouſneſs ; itſelf 
unſullied, and purifying all that approaches 
it. © Righteouſneſs and judgment are the 
* habitation of his throne; mercy and 
& truth go before his face.” —*© Shall not 
e the Judge of the whole earth do right?“ 
With the pureſt intention, with the higheſt 
degree of human ſagacity, with the moſt 
extenſive knowledge of the law, and the 
moſt determined reſolution faithfully to 
apply it, earthly tribunals are not ſecure 
from error : craft may over-reach wiſdom; 
hypocriſy may diſguiſe the truth, or cover 
falſehood; the ſtream of juſtice may be 
diverted, or forced, out of it's channel, 
and the pellucid tide may undergo a tem- 
porary pollution. The princes of this 


world muſt ſee with the eyes, and hear 


with the ears, of other men; the worthy 
and the wiſe may, of courſe, be kept at a 
diſtance, while demerit, wickedneſs, and 


folly, 
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folly, baſk in the ſunſhine of royal favour. 
But yonder radiant throne applies an infal- 
lible teſt to all that approaches it: hy po- 
criſy drops the maſk; the windings of de- 
ceit and cunning ſtand expoſed; the bra- 
zen, impoſing forehead of impudence is 
covered with a bluſh; and the ſtony, un- 
feeling, unrelenting heart is diſſolved into 
water—modeſt worth rears it's drooping 
head; conſcious integrity expands it's 
glowing boſom; and purity ſeeks the 


| ſource from which it ſprung. 


OBsERvE the difference; mark the 


changes which theſe undego, as they draw 


nigh; ſee the hardened ſinner, caſed in 
ſevenfold adamant, advancing with intre- 
pid ſtep, ſtriving to make aſſurance paſs for 
innocence. But, lo, the rays of that white 
throne have fallen upon him; the ſpots 
begin to appear, they grow blacker and 
blacker, he gradually becomes abominable 


and more abominable ; odious to the be- 


holder, a terror to himſelf, he ſhrinks from 
enquiry, darkneſs is diffuſed around, from 
the brightneſs of that light ; he calls upon 


the 
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the mountains to fall upon him, and upon 
the hills to cover him. 


Nor ſo the humble follower of the 


Lamb. His countenance becomes more 
and more ſerene, his confidence increaſes, 
every blemith diſappears, ©* the glory of the 
Lord is ariſen upon him,” his luſtre 
brightens as he proceeds, at length he is 
united to, he 1s loſt in, the fountain of joy. 


% /aw him that ſat on it.“ No 
* man hath ſeen God at any time.” Re- 


move that «cloud, that vapour, and I am 


unable ſtedfaſtly to behold the face of the 
ſun; how much more, the face of Him 
who arrays the ſun in all his effulgence ! 
If he raiſe his voice a little louder in the 
whirlwind, or in the thunder, I am over- 


whelmed and loſt. 


An! it is conſcious guilt that appals 
me, that clothes the face of God with ter- 
ror, that roars in the tempeſt, that raiſes 
the voice of the mighty thunder: but, 
* reconciled unto God,” juſtified by 
% faith,” 1“ have peace with God,” I ſee 

as 
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as I am ſeen, I know as I am known; 


_ *£ beholding with open face as in a glaſs 


the glory of the Lord,” lo, the believer 
is gradually * changed into the ſame 
image, from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.“ The only- 
de begotten who is in the boſom of the 
„Father, he hath declared him.” 


Dip the pomp and wiſdom of an earth- 


ly potentate, dazzle and delight the eyes 


of a ſovereign like himſelf, and conſtrain 


one enured to ſcenes of magnificence, to 


cry out, It was a true report that I heard 
„ in mine own land, —howbeit, I believed 
& not the words, until I came, and mine 
* eyes had ſeer. it: and behold the half 
„ was not toi. we?” What, then, will 
it be to ſee, with the beloved diſciple, ** a 
„great white throne, and him who fits 
„upon it,” with the myriads of the hea- 
venly hoſt bending before it, rejoicing 
without trembling. 


GRANT me, gracious God, now to ſee 
thee in theſe thy lower works, in the 
wonders of thy Providence, in the ex- 

ceeding 
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ceeding riches of thy grace, in the face 
of thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, and thereby pre- 
pare me for ſeeing thee as thou art, and 
for being made like unto thee ! Place me, 
with thy ſervant Moſes, upon a rock, put 
me in a clift of the rock, cover me with 
thy hand while thou paſſeſt by, remove 
thy hand, that I may trace thy preſence 
in the bleſſings thou haſt left behind thee, 
that I may be ſtrengthened to meet the 
direct rays of thy countenance, when thou 
comeſt to © be glorifyed in thy ſaints, and 
« admired in all them that believe.” 

FROM whoſe face the earth and the 
heaven fled away, and there was found 
no place for them.” 


« ALL theſe things ſhall be diſſolved. 
The heavens ſhall paſs away with great 
© noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with 
<« fervent heat, the earth alſo, and the works 
„that are therein, ſhall be burnt up.” 
They ſhall periſh, but thou ſhalt endure: 
yea, all of them ſhall wax old like a gar- 
ment; as a veſture ſhalt thou change 


them, and they ſhall be changed. But 
| thou 
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* 


thou art the ſame.” God © ſpate, and 
it was done, he gave commandment, 
„and it ſtood faſt.” —At his word 
„ earth and heaven roſe out of chaos,“ 
and lo, he loo, them into nothing again; 
they ſhrink from his preſence, they va- 


'niſh' at his nod, they cannot abide the 


brightneſs of his coming. They have 
fulfilled their day, they have accompliſhed 
the purpoſe of Him who made them, 
they have contributed their aid toward 
the rearing of a more glorious fabrick, 


and, having become unneceſſary, that mo- 


ment diſappear. 


THe local and tranſient effects of an 
earthquake, a hurricane, an inundation, 
are ſtriking, impreſſive, and permanent: 
proud cities levelled to the earth, or ſwal- 
lowed up of it; fertile plains overwhelmed 
with a briny or a fiery tide; the glory 
of man ſought, but not to be found. — 
But what is this to the diſſolution of a 
globe? Surely the balance muſt be de- 


ſtroyed, a blank in nature muſt take place, 


and wild uproar enſue. No, the viſion 


repreſents 
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repreſents a whole ſyſtem paſſing away; 
that fun and all the ſurrounding planets ; 
and innumerable other“ planets circling 
* other ſuns,” loſt, yet not miſſed; fled 


4 as the baſeleſs fabrick of a viſion,“ and 


not a wreck left behind; and yet no 
ſchiſm, no deficiency in the body ; for 
the promiſe of the Eternal immediately 
repairs the loſs; he makes“ all things 
© new;” „ new heavens and a new 


earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” 


Wir the heavens and the earth, the 


little, fading intereſts, and diſtinctions, of 
the world vaniſh alſo. Before his face all 


is reduced to one level, all is compoſed 
and tranquilized; every one reads his 
doom in the face of the Sovereign Judge. 
The heavens and earth have fled away, 
but the rational beings which peopled 
them remain; they are of a more endur- 
ing ſubſtance, they partake of the na- 
ture of God himſelf, they are immortal, 
eternal like him. I ſaw,” fays John, 
„the dead, /mall and great, ſtand before 


6 God." 
WHEN 
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WHEN time was, theſe were diſtinctive 
characters. There was the infant of 
days, and the hoary head; the inhabitant 
of the palace, and of the cottage; the 
learned and the illiterate ; the ſlave and 
his maſter. But theſe marks of difference 
are for ever aboliſhed. Indeed they were 
long before aboliſhed. Before that great 
and notable day of the Lord came, be- 
fore the judgment was ſet, or the books 
were opened, diſeaſe, and death, and the 
grave, had levelled all the diſtinctions of 
this world; had reduced the ſceptred 
monarch to the condition of the peaſant; 
had annulled the difference between the 
ſlave and his maſter. The deciſive hour 
is now come which is for ever to deter- 
mine who is henceforth to be accounted 
mall, and who great; the hour that ſhall 
bring to light hidden worth, and thruſt 
preſumptuous pride into outer darkneſs; 
that ſhall exalt the good to the throne of 
God, and plunge the 0 into the 
n of hell. 


Vou, C Tus 
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THz dead ſmall and great. Even the 
awful diſtinction between the dead and 
the living ſhall then be done away. They 
were dead, but are alive again; * for all 
live to him.” Behold the mouldering 
earth, before it be for ever diſſolved, re- 
ſtoring to exiſtence every particle of it- 
ſelf which once entercd into the compo- 


fition of a human being, which was 


once animated with the breath of life. 
Behold the ſpacious ſea, before it be for 
ever dried up, ſurrendering it's hidden 
treaſure, not the filver, and gold, and 
jewels, which it's vaſt womb contains, 
but the innumerable myriads of men and 
women which it had been inſatiately de- 
vouring during ſo many ages, and whom 


it can no longer cover or conceal. The 


ſound of the laſt trumpet has diſpelled 


their long ſlumber. See, they emerge from 


their watery bed, they ſpring up into new- 


neſs of life, their eyes again behold the 
light, the light of an eternal day, they 
ſwim through regions of tranſparent air, 


they can die no more, they haſten to 


appear before their Judge. Behold the 


grim 


i 
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grim king of terrors, faithful to his truſt, 
giving in the exact regiſter of his wide 
domain, reſigning his awful empire, re- 
ſtoring bis captives to life, and liberty, 
and their rightful Lord; not one loſt, 


not one detained: and the great deſtroyer 


is at length himſelf deſtroyed. 


Axp, For what purpoſe this mighty 
preparation, this ſecond birth of nature, 
this new creation of God? Behold an 


aſſembled world, from the father of the 


human race down to the youngeſt of his 
ſons, ſfand before God. They ſtand as 
ſubjects in the preſence of their Sovereign, 
as expectants before the eternal Arbiter of 
their deſtiny. In his eyes, in their own 
conſciences they read their doom ; they 
ſtand to hear the irreverſible decree; their 
poſture ſpeaks acknowledgment of the 
right of judging, ſubmiſſion to authority, 
acquieſcence in the wiſdom and juſtice of 


the Judge. But that ere@ attitude muſt 


quickly change, into the proſtration of 


dutiful and grateful children, or of foes 


ſubdued, of wretches condemned ; for lo, 
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The books are opened, and judgment 
begins. It is ſpoken after the manner 
of men. Earthly judges refer to ſtatutes, 
as the rule of their deciſions; men are 
tried by the laws of their country ; and 
becauſe human faculties are limited and 
imperfet, the memory unretentive, the 
underſtanding liable to error, the heart 
warped by partial affections, facts muſt 
be - preſerved in written documents; in 
order to prevent alteration or miſtake, 
the law muſt be expreſſed in clear and 
diſtinct terms, and the cauſe, not the per- 
ſon of the party, held up as the object of 
judgment. But what need of books, or of 
records, to aſſiſt the memory of Him who 
is omniſcience, to whom are known all 
his own works, and all the ways of men, 
from the foundation of the world ; whoſe 


will is the law; and who knows no diſ- 


tinction but that between truth and falſe- 
hood, right, and wrong? What need of ex- 
ternal evidence, of the teſtimony of others, 
when every man carries the evidence in 
his own boſom, and is acquitted or con- 
3 of his own conſcience? What, O 


, | man, 


LECT, I.] LECTURE. 23 


man, are the contents of thoſe awful books? 
The words which thou art now ſpeaking, 
the purſuits in which thou art now en- 
gaged, the ſpirit by which thou art now 
actuated. Thou art every day filling up the 
record, with thy own hand enrolling thine 
own honour or ſhame; and the unfolding 
of that day ſhall reveal that only which 
thou thyſelf haſt written. On thyſelf 
it reſts whether the laſt ſolemn diſcovery 
is to cover thee with everlaſting contempt, 
or to crown thee with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory; whether the opening 
of the book of life is to diſplay thy name 
in golden characters to angels and men, 
or the regiſter of condemnation confign 
thee to everlaſting puniſhment. The book 
that ſhall be opened is none other than 
the book of Scripture, the infallible rule 
of faith and manners; and according as 
thou art conformed unto, falleſt ſhort of, 
or exceedeſt, that ſtandard, ſo ſhall thy 
doom be. | 


They were judged every man according 
ta their works, In this mixed and im- 
C 3 "-. "> Parfect 
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perfect ſtate, it frequently happens that 


the guilty eſcape, and the innocent ſuffer. 
„The fathers eat ſour grapes, and the 
& children's teeth are ſet on edge.” Princes 
play the madman, and quarrel, and fight, 
and myriads of unoffending wretches 
pay the forfeit of that folly. But before 
vonder tribunal every one appears to an- 
ſwer for himſelf; every one comes to 
reap the fruit of his own doings. Enter 
% not into judgment with thy ſervant, 
O God, for in thy ſight ſhall no fleſh 
„living be juſtified.“—“ If thou, Lord, 

$6 ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
« ſhall ſtand ?” Have mercy upon me, 
O God, according to thy loving kind- 
e neſs, according unto the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot out my tranſ- 
„ greffions.*”” “ Behold, O God, our 


„ ſhield, and look upon the face of 
"06 thine anointed,” 


In meditating on this ſubje&, let us 


learn to forbear from exerciſing this dread 
prerogative of the Eternal, let us refrain 


from judging. God has challenged this 
right 
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right with emphatic ſolemnity as his own : 
„Judgment is Mine, Iwill repay, faith the 
„Lord.“ All judgment is committed 
„ unto the Son.“ — “ Therefore thou art 
e jnexcuſable, O man, whoſoever, thou 
„ art, that judgeſt: for wherein thou 
„ judgeft another, thou condemneſt thy- 
« ſelf; for thou that judgeſt doeſt theſame 
„ things. But we are ſure that the judg- 
„ ment of God is according to truth, 
ce againſt them which commit ſuch things. 
„And thinkeſt thou this, O man, that 
„ judgeſt them which do ſuch things, and 
& doeſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape 
„ the judgment of God? Or deſpiſeſt 
thou the riches of his goodneſs, and 
„ forbearance, and long-ſuffering, not 
„knowing that the. goodneſs of God 
« leadeth thee to repentance ? But after 
thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, 
« treaſureſt up unto thyſelf, wrath againſt 
& the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
„ righteous judgment of God; who will 
% render to every man according to his 
% deeds : To them who by patient conti- 
„ nuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, 

C4 „ 
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and honour, and immortality ; eternal 
life: But unto them that are conten- 
„ tious, and do not obey the truth, but 
© obey unrighteouſneſs ; indignation and 
« wrath : tribulation and anguiſh upon 
< every ſoul of man that doth evil, of the 
« Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. But 
“glory, honour, and peace to every man 
„ that worketh good, to the Jew firſt, 
and alſo to the Gentile. For there is 
no reſpect of perſons with God.“ 


Bur while by every ſerious conſidera- 
tion thou art reſtrained, ignorant falli- 
ble creature, from judging another, by 
every ſerious conſideration thou art en- 
couraged, conſtrained, to examine and to 
judge thyſelf. It may be the means of 
preventing, of averting, the righteous 
judgment of God. It will lead thee to 
the diſcovery of thy own weakneſs, and 
thereby become a ſource of wiſdom and 
ſtrength. It will unfold the deccitful- 
neſs af fin, and the treachery of thine 
Own heart, and lead thee in trembling 

* Rom. it. 1—1T. 
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hope to the blood of ſprinkling, which 


taketh away the fin of the world. It 


will render thee compaſſionate and gentle 
to the infirmities of others, becauſe that 
thou alſo haſt ſinned. It will produce 
„ godly ſorrow, which worketh repent- 
* ance unto ſalvation, not to be repented 
* of.” It will render the promiſes of 
* mercy to pardon, and of grace to help 
in every time of need, precious to thy 
ſoul. It will help to regulate thy path 


through life, and diminiſh the terrors of 
death. 


FINALLY, habitual and rooted impreſ- 
ſions of a judgment to come, will ſerve 
as a ſupport under the raſh cenſures, and 
the unjuſt deciſions, of men. From the 
{ſtrife of tongues, from the hatred of a 
mercileſs world you can retire to the 
filent feaſt of a conſcience void of of- 
fence ; and with confidence appeal from 
the angry tribunal of a creature like thy- 
ſelf, to Him who knoweth thy heart, 
who ſeeth in ſecret, and will reward thee 
openly. KBleſſed are ye when men ſhall 
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tion, and have waſhed their robes, and 


* throne of God, and ſerve him day and 
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& revile you, and perſecute you, and 7 
&« ſhall fay all manner of evil againſt you q 
&« falſely for my ſake. Rejoice, and be 
« exceeding glad: for great is your re- 
« ward in heaven.” —** Who ſhall lay 4 
* any thing to the charge of God's elect? 3 
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It is God that juſtifieth : who is he that 


% condemneth ?”—Behold that great ; 
& multitude which no man can number 4 
of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 3 
e ple, and tongues, ſtanding before the 
« throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
% with white robes, and palms in their 
* hands? and crying with a loud voice, 
„ ſaying, Salvation unto our God, which 
„ ſitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb.“ What are theſe which 
« are arrayed in white robes? And 
& whence came they?“ “ Theſe are 
they which came out of great tribula- 


«© made them white in the blood of the 
«© Lamb. Therefore are they before the 


night in his temple”: and he that ſitteth 
* on the throne ſhall dwell among them. 


They 
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« They ſhall hunger no more, neither 
„ thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun 
« light on them, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midſt of the 
& throne ſhall feed them, and ſhall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters: 


„and God ſhall wipe . all tears from 
© their eyes *.“ 


* Rev. vii. 9—17. 
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DE CTU ROB 
NUM. XXI. 4, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. 


AND THEY JOURNEYED FROM MOUNT Ho, 

BY THE WAY OF THE RED SEA, TO COMPASS 

THE LAND OF EDOM: AND THE SOUL OF THE 

PEOPLE WAS MUCH DISCOURAGED BECAUSE 

OF THE WAY. AND THE PEOPLE SPAKE 

AGAINST GOD, AND AGAINST MOSES, WHERE 

: FORE HAVE YE BROUGHT US UP OUT OF 
EGYPT, TO DIE IN THE WILDERNESS? FOR 
THERE IS NO BREAD, NEITHER IS THERE 
0 ANY WATER, AND OUR SOUL LOTHETH THIS 


SERPENTS AMONG THE PEOPLE; AND THEY 
BIT THE PEOPLE, AND MUCH PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL DIED. THEREFORE THE PEOPLE 
CAME TO MOSES, AND SAID, WE HAVE SIN- 


LORD, AND AGAINST THEE; PRAY UNTO 
THE LORD THAT HE TAKE AWAY THE SER- 
PENTS FROM US: AND MOSES PRAYED FOR 
THE PEOPLE. AND THE LORD SAID UNTO 

MOSES, 


LICHT BREAD. AND THE LORD SENT FIERY. 


NED, FOR WE HAVE SPOKEN AGAINST THE: 
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MOSES, MAKE THEE A FIERY SERPENT, AND 


SET IT UPON A POLE: AND IT SHALL COME | 


TO PASS, THAT EVERY ONE THAT 18 BIT- 
TEN, WHEN HE LOOKETH UPON IT, SHALL 
LIVE. AND MO-ES MADE A SERPENT OP 
BRASS, AND PUT IT UPON A POLE, AND IT 
CAME TO PASS, THAT IF A SERPENT HAD 
BITTEN ANY MAN, WHEN HE BEHELD THE 
SERPENT OF BRASS, HE LIVED. 


HE reſtleſſneſs, peeviſhneſs, and diſ- 

content which men are continually 
expreſſing, prove at once the degeneracy 
and corruption of human nature, and fur- 
niſh a ſtrong preſumption of the immor- 
tality of the ſoul. To behold one gene- 
ration after another, of moping, melan- 
choly, ſullen, ſurly beings, in the midſt 


of an overflowing profuſion of bleſſings, 


charging God fooliſhly, tormenting them- 


ſelves unneceſſarily, and diſturbing others 


maliciouſly, clearly demonſtrates, that man 


is alienated from his Maker, at variance 


2 with himſelf, and unkindly diſpoſed to- 
wards his brother: in other words, that 


he is a fallen, a corrupted creature. 


To 
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To behold men, whatever they have at- 
tained, whatever they poſleſs, forgetting 
the things which are behind, and eagerly 
reaching forward to thoſe which are be- 
fore, the eye never ſatisfied with ſeeing, 
nor the ear with hearing, 1s a preſumption 
at leaſt, if not a proof, that we are deſign- 
ed of our Creator for ſomething which 
this world has not to beſtow ; that ſome 
principle in our nature 1s ſuperior to the 
groſs and grovelling purſuits in which we 
are warmly engaged, but in which we 
find, and we take, no reſt; and thus the 
very miſery we feel, is a preſentiment of 
the felicity which we were created to en- 
joy. But, alas, our diſſatisfaction with 
ſublunary good things, © the things which 
are ſeen and temporal,“ is not the reſult 
of experience, nor the reſignation of a mind 
humbled to the will of God. No, it is the 
miſerable effect, and expreſſion, of inſati- 
able deſire, of unmortified pride, of dif- 
appointed ambition. If we arrive at our 
obje& with eaſe, it's value is diminiſhed 
by the facility of acquiſition; if obſtacles 
lie in the way, and poſſeſſion be removed 
by diſtance of time and ſpace, we are 


quickly 
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quickly diſcouraged, and timidly give up 
the purſuit. When empty, there is no 
end of our complaints; when full, we 
lothe and reject the beſt things: if we 
ſucceed, our proſperity deſtroys us with 
folly, inſolence and ſelf indulgence; if we 
fail, we are undone through ſhame, chagrin, 
and reſentment; if we ſhun the rock of 
« vanity” on the one ſide, we are ſucked 


into the whirlpool of “ vexation of ſpirit” 


upon the other. 


Tux hiſtory of Iſrael is, in truth, the 
hiſtory of human nature. Did they diſ- 
cover a ſtubbornneſs which no calamity 
could tame, which no kindneſs could mol- 
lify: a levity which no ſteadineſs of diſci- 
pline could fix, a perfidiouſneſs which no 
plea can excuſe, an ingratitude which no 


partiality can extenuate, a ſtupidity which 


no intelligence can account for, a timi- 
dity and a raſhneſs which no reaſon can 
explain? Alas, we need not travel to the 
defarts of Arabia, nor look back to the 
days of the golden calf, nor of the wa- 


ters of Meribah, ' for the perſons who 
| diſ- 
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diſcovered ſuch a ſpirit. We have but 
to look into our own hearts, we have but 
to review our own lives, in order to be ſa- 
tisfied, that ſuch a ſpirit has exiſted, that 
it is ſhamefully odious in itſelf, highly of- 
fenſive in the fight of God, and that we 
have good reaſon to abhor ourſelves © and 
© repent in duſt and aſhes,” 


Wrx have purſued the hiſtory of Aaron, 
and of Balaam, in a continued ſeries, that 
we might proſecute the remainder of the 
hiſtory of Moſes, without any farther in- 
terruption; we therefore omitted, in it's 
proper place, that portion of it, which is 
partly recorded in the verſes I have read : 
but it is of infinitely too great importance 
to be paſſed over wholly in ſilence, and 
therefore, we look back, and bring it into 
view, as an uſeful ſubje& of meditation 
for this evening. 


Mos xs had lately deſcended from Mount 
Hor, whither he had been ſummoned to 
perform the laſt offices of humanity to 
Aaron, his brother: with mixed emo- 


Vol. V. D tions, 
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tions, no doubt, which alternately marked 
the man, and the believer : mourning and 
mortified, yet patient, compoſed, and re- 
ſigned to the will of Heaven. In executing 
ſentence of death upon his brother, he 
heard the voice of God again pronouncing 
his own doom; a doom in which, with the 
ordinary feelings of humanity, heacquieſces 
with reluctance, but muſt however ac- 
quieſce. But though death was before 
his eyes, and could be at no great diſtance, 
it abates nothing of his ardor for the glory 


of God, and for the good of Iſrael; it 


breaks in upon no duty of his ſtation, it 
diſturbs not the benevolence, centleneſs, 
and ſerenity, of his temper: he lives, acts, 
inſtructs to the very laſt; and exhibits an 
inſtructive example, of that happy firm- 
neſs and equanimity of ſoul, which is re- 
moved alike from ſtoical indifterence, and 
contempt of death, and fond, infirm, un- 
reaſonable attachment to life. We find 
him, accordingly, in his 120th year, and 
the laſt of his life, not only engaged in 
employments ſuitable to age, thoſe of de- 
liberating, adviſing, and inſtructing ; but 


exertin 8 
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exerting all the activity and vigor of 
youth, in planning and executing ſundry 
military enterprizes. 


4 We ſhould be ſurpriſed, did we not know 
the cauſe of it, to find Iſrael in the fortieth 
year from their deliverance out of Egypt, 
= juſt where we ſaw them the firſt month, 
by the way of the Red Sea, journeying 
from Mount Hor; and even then, though 
every thing ſeemed to be pieſſing them 
on ward to the poſſeſſion of Canaan, not 
led of their heavenly Guide directly for- 
wards in the neareſt track, but obliged to 
fetch a compaſs round the whole land of 
Edom, the poſſeſſion allotted to, and al- 
ready beſtowed upon, the poſterity of Eſau. 
But Iſrael, and in them mankind, was 
thereby inſtructed to revere the deſtina- 


tions of Providence, to reſpect the rights, 
1 the property, and privileges of others; 

that reaſon and religion, as well as ſym- 
a 4 pathy and humanity, oblige a man to ſub- 
- 4 mit to the inconveniency of a journey 
oy 1 ſomewhat more tedious and fatiguing, in- 
i « ſtead of attempting to cut a nearer pallage 
| 
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for himſelf, through the bowels * blood 
of his brother. 


Tu conſciouſneſs of Having acted well, 
in taking this circuitous march round the 
land of Edom, and that they thus acted 
by. the command of God, ought to have 
reconciled the minds of theſe Iſraelites to 
the little inconveniences of the way; but 
their hiſtorian and leader, with his uſual 
fidelity, informs us, that ** the foul of the 
„ people was much diſcouraged becaufe 
„of the way.” wr 


MEN frequently do their duty with fo 
ill a grace, that it becomes as offenſive as 
downright diſobedience ; the ungracious 
manner of compliance has the air of a re- 
fuſal. God loves cheerfulneſs in every 
thing ; a cheerful, liberal giver ; a cheer- 
ful, thankful receiver; a cheerful, active 
doer; a cheerful, patient ſufferer. And 
what an alleviating conſideration is it, un- 
der the preſſure of whatever calamity ! 
„This burden is impoſed on me by the 
„hand of my. heavenly Father; this is a 
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5 ſore evil, but God can turn it into good.“ 
This affliction is not joyous, but griev- 
£ ous; nevertheleſs afterwards it ſhall 
5 yield the peaceable fruits of righteouſ- 
* neſs.” When we are out of humor at 
one thing, we are diſſatisfied with every 
perſon, and every thing; a harſh ſpirit, 
and a haſty tongue, ſpare neither God nor 
man. The people ſpoke againſt God, 
and againſt Moſes. Wherefore have ye 


„brought us up out of Egypt to die in 


* the wilderneſs? for there is no bread, 
„ neither is there any water; and our ſoul 
loatheth this light bread.” 


OBJEcTs viewed through the medium 
of paſſion, like thoſe ſtrange uncouth ap- 
pearances which are ſeen in glaſſes of a 
certain conſtruction, have little or no re- 
ſemblance to what they are in nature and 
truth. They are diſtorted and disfigured ; 
either magnified to ſuch a degree as to be- 
come hideous, or diminiſhed ſo as to be- 
come imperceptible; and, according to the 
fit of the moment, men turn the one end, 
or the other, of the perſpective, to the eye, 

* and 
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and what they contemplate is, accordingly, 
removed to a great diſtance, and reduced 
to nothing, or brought nigh, enlarged, 
and brightened up. Employing this falſe 
kind ol optics, Iirael now confiders Egypt, 
and all it's hardſhips, with deſire and re- 
gret, and looks forward to Canaan with 
coldneſs and diſtruſt. The miraculous 
ſtream that followed them from the rock, 


is no water at all, and manna, angel's 


food, is accounted light bread. We are 
too little aware of the ſinfulneſs and folly 
of diſcontent, and therefore indulge in it, 
without fear or reſerve. We do not re- 
flect, that it is to arraign at once, the wiſ- 
dom and the goodneſs of God; to rob him 
of the right of judgment, and madly to in- 
creaſe the evil which was too heavy be- 
fore. | 


IN general, the righteous Governor of 
the world permits this evil affection to 
puniſh itſelf; and Can there be a greater 
puniſhment, than to leave a ſullen, diſſa- 
tisfied wretch, to devour his own ſpleen ? 
But, in che inſtance before us, He was pro- 

voked 
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voked to ſuperadd, to this mental plague, 
a grievous external chaſtiſement. And 
the Lord ſent fiery ſerpents among the 
«+ people, and they bit the people, and 
* much people of Iſrael died.” Theſe 
might be the natural production of the 
wilderneſs, but providentially armed, for 
the occaſion, with a greater malignancy 
of poiſon; or produced in greater abun- 
dance; or rouſed toa higher degree of fero- 
city. For what are the inſtruments which 
God employs to avenge himſelf of his ene- 


mies? He needs not to create a new thing 


in the earth; the ſimpleſt creature can do it. 
Nature, animate and inte, is ready 
to take up his quarrel; the froſt or the 


fire, continued a little longer, or rendered 


a little more intenſe, will ſoon ſubdue the 
proudeſt of his adverſaries. It is not the 
leaſt of the miracles of divine mercy, that 
Iſrael had been preſerved ſo long from the 
fury of thoſe noxious inſects, with which 
the deſart ſwarmed, as Moſes juſtly re- 
marks, in recapitulating the hiſtory of 
God's goodneſs to that people, during a 
forty years pilgrimage : © Leſt thine heart 
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te be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord 
e thy God, which brought thee forth out 
« of the land of Egypt, from the houſe 
„of bondage; who led thee through that 
„ great and terrible wilderneſs, wherein 
« were fiery ſerpents and ſcorpions, and 
„ drought, were there was no water; 


„ho brought thee forth water out of 


« the rock of flint.“ 


THs rage of thoſe dreadful creatures, 
which had been, during ſo long a period, 
by a ſupernatural power ſuppreſſed, now, 
freed fram that curb, becomes a party toq 
ſtrong for a mighty hoſt, fluſhed with re- 
cent victory. While, therefore, we adore 


and admire the goodneſs, which multiplies, 


the neceſſary and uſeful part of the vege- 
table and animal tribes, with ſuch aſtoniſh- 
ing liberality, and limits thoſe which are 
noxious, with ſuch conſummate wiſdom 
and irreſiſtible power, let us tremble to 
think, how eaſily he can remove the bar- 
rier which reſtrains the wrath of the crea- 


Deut. viii. 14, 15. 
ture, 
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ture, and arm a fly, with force ſufficient 
for our deſtruction. But the intention 
of God, in puniſhing, is correction and 
amendment, not ruin; returning mercy, 
therefore, meets the firſt ſymptoms of 
repentance, and a remedy is pointed out 
the moment that miſery 1s felt; which 
ſweetly diſcloſes to us, the meltings of 
fatherly affection, outrunning, and pre- 
venting, filial wretchedneſs. 


Bur what ſtrange method of cure have 


we here? The poiſon of a ſerpent coun» 


teracted, and it's malignity deſtroyed, not 
by an external application, not by the vir- 
tue of an antidote, poſſeſſed of certain na- 
tural qualities, but by a bleſſing annexed 
to the uſe of an inſtrument, in itſelf in- 
adequate, and to an action of the patient 
himſelf, flowing from his own will, and 
called forth by the appointment and com- 
mand of God, The author of that excel- 
lent book, entitled the Wiſdom of Solo- 
mon, has a beautiful reference to this 
ſtory, when he ſays, 

„% FoR 
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„Fox when the horrible fierceneſs of 
wild beaſts came upon theſe, and they 
e periſhed with the ſtings of crooked 
« ſerpents, thy wrath endured not for 
* ever. But they were troubled for a 
* ſmall ſeaſon, that they might be ad- 
© moniſhed, having a ſign of ſalvation, 
„ to put them in remembrance of the 
% commandment of thy law. For he 
« that turned towards it, was not faved 
« by the thing that he ſaw, but by thee, 
te that art the Saviour of all. And in this 
e thou madeſt thine enemies confefs, that 
« jt is thi who delivereſt from all evil*.“ 


Bur the grand commentary, on the 
hiſtory of the fiery ſerpents, is furniſhed 
by Chriſt himſelf, in his converfation with 
Nicodemus, the Jewiſh Ruler. As 
.*< Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wil- 
„ derneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man 


ebe lifted up; that whoſoever be- 


„ lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have eternal life+.” 
* Wiſdom, xvi. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
+ John iii. 14, 15. 
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FRoM this it is evident, that many par- 
ticulars in the Jewiſh hiſtory, and of their 
political economy, had an intereſt, and im- 
portance, which extended far beyond the 
preſent moment, or the ſenſible and ob- 
vious appearance of things. And, in this 
particular inſtance, our bleſſed Lord has 
furniſhed us with an inſtructive example, 
which ought to ſerve as a rule, for the 
application, and uſe, of figurative, allego- 
rical and typical ſubjects. Here he enters 
into no detail; purſues no parallel or con- 
traſt, through a multiplicity of particu- 
lars; furniſhes no wings to the imagina— 
tion; but, fixing on one, great, general 
view of the ſubje&, renders it thereby 
more powerful and impreſſive. He was 
converſing with a ruler of the Jews; was 
explaining to him the nature and end of 
his own miſſion ; was deducing the nature 
and tendency of the goſpel diſpenſation 
from the eſtabliſhed rights of the Moſaic, 
and the received facts, of the Jewiſh hiſ- 
tory, with which Nicodemus was perfect- 
ly well acquainted, In this caſe, He re- 
fers to a noted event, and appeals, from 


it, 


. — — — » 
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it, to one which was ſhortly to take place, 
betwixt which a ſtriking line of reſem- 
blance ſhould be apparent—The elevation 
of the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
for the healing of the Iſraelites who were 
periſhing by the invenomed ſtings of the 
fiery ſerpents, —and, the elevation of the 
Son of Man upon the croſs, the propitia- 
tion for the ſins of the world; that when 
this laſt diſplay of the divine juſtice and 
mercy ſhould be exhibited, Nicodemus, 
and every intelligent and honeſt diſciple 


of Moſes, might be ſatisfied that God 


„had at fundry times, and in divers man- 
6 ners“ preſented, as in a glaſs, to the fa- 
thers, the method of redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt. 1 


ALL the application, then, which the 
words of the Saviour himſelf warrant us 
to make of this paſſage to him, is re- 
duced to a few obvious, and ſtriking, par- 
ticulars. Fools,” ſuch as the Iſrael- 


ites in the deſart, and tranſgreſſors of 


the divine law in general, „ becauſe of 
„their 


q 
+ 
= 
1 EN 
"> 
Ps 
i. 
6s * 
7 4 
5. 
9 
9 
7 
hq 


L ECT. 11.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 47 


« their tranſgreſſion, and becauſe of their 
« jiniquities, are afflicted. Their ſoul ab- 
% horreth all manner of meat; and they 
* draw near unto the gates of death. 
„Then they cry unto the Lord in their 
% trouble, and he ſaveth them out of their 
&« diſtrefles. He ſent his word and heal- 


% ed them, and delivered them from 
« their deſtructions*.“ 


The root of the evil, the cauſe of the 
plague, is to be found in human perverſity 
and diſobedience, The faithful, and the 
obedient fleep ſafe and ſecure in the lion's 
den: to the proud and rebellious, the in- 
noxious worm is converted into a fiery ſer- 
pent, full of deadly poiſon.—The remedy, 
for this ſore evil, is to be traced up to 


the divine compaſſion, power, and good- 
neſs. | 


THE means of cure are not ſuch as 
human wiſdom would have diviſed, or the 


reaſon of man have approved; they are 


* Pfalm cvii. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
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the ſovereign appointment of Heaven. 
The effect is preternatural, yet real; and 
reaſon rejoices, in what it could not have 
diſcovered. The ſight of a lifeleſs ſer- 
pent of metal, operating as an antidote to 
the mortal poiſon of one alive: incredi- 
ble, abſurd! Such was the doctrine of 
the croſs, in the eyes of prejudice, and 
philoſophy, and ſcience, falſely fo call- 
ed.“ For the preaching of the croſs 
« is to them that periſh, fooliſhneſs ; but 
„ unto us which are ſaved, it is the 
% power of God. For it is written, I will 
& deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and 
„ will bring to nothing the underſtanding 
e of the prudent. Where is the wile ? 
« where is the ſcribe? where is the diſputer 
of this world? hath not God made 
e fooliſh the wiſdom of this world? For 
* after that in the wiſdom of God 
& the world by wiſdom knew not God, 
it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of 
e preaching to fave them that believe. 
„For the Jews require a ſign, and the 
„ Greeks ſeek after wiſdom. But we 
„ preach Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews, 
«© ſtum- 


* 
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e ſtumbling- block; and unto the Greeks, 
© fooliſhneſs: but unto them which are 
both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt, the power 
© of God, and the wiſdom of God*.”” 


Tun virtue flowed, from the divine 
appointment, operating together with the 
believing act of the patient. To the ſuf- 
ferer, who averts his face, or who wilfully 
and contemptuouſly ſhuts his eyes, that 
banner is diſplayed in vain; no virtue 
iſſues from it, he periſhes in his unbelief. 
To the deſpiſer, the impenitent, the care- 
leſs, Chriſt has died in vain. In the ex- 
tenſion of all God's acts of grace to men, 
in order to produce the full effect, there 
muſt, of neceſſity, be an unity of deſign 
and exertion between the giver and the re- 
ceiver, between him who acts, and him 
who 1s aCted upon. 


Max's body is “ duſt of the ground,” 
mere matter, ſeparated from the ſpirit, 
incapable of motion or of direction. Even 


* x Cor. i. 18—24. | 
that 
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that active, penetrating organ the eye, 
is but a little lump of pellucid clay, till the 


vital principle, the breath of God, kindle 


it's fires, and direct it's rays. It is this 
vital principle which, proceeding from 
God, exiſts in him, and poſſeſſes the power 
of riſing and returning to him. The be- 
lieving Iſraelite hears, in dying agonies, 
the proclamation of deliverance, lifts up 
his drooping head, looks, and is healed; 
his will meets the will of God, and 
the cure is already performed. The pe- 
riſhing ſinner hears the voice of the Son 
of God, and lives. Lifted up upon the 
croſs he utters his voice, Look unto me 


and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 


« earth; for J am God, and there is none 
« elſe x. One of his fellow ſufferers har- 
dens his heart and reviles him, turns from 
the Saviour with diſdain, and dies impe- 
nitent,-—the other hears with rapture the 
joyful ſound, clings to the hope of ſalva- 
tion, prays in faith, and paſſes with him 
into paradiſe, 


* Iſaiah xlv. 22. 
| | Bur 
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Bur the circumſtance on which Chriſt 
chiefly reſts, is Moſes . /;/7ing up the ſer - 
e pent in the wilderneſs.” Moſes, proba- 
bly, had not a clear apprehenſion of the 
extenſive meaning and import of the act 
which he was performing, any more than 
the dying men had, who were the ſub- 
jets of the cure. They looked no far- 
ther than the preſent moment, and for re- 

lief from a malady which affected the body. 
But, like the high prieſt in later times, 
they were prophecying, without being 
conſcious of it. He was erecting, and the 
congregation in the wilderneſs were con- 
templating, an anticipated repreſentation 
of the great medium of ſalvation, which 
God had appointed from the foundation 
of the world; and had, in a variety of 
other predictions, circumſtantially de- 
clared, and deſcribed, at different petiods, 
to mankind. Theſe predictions were ſlum- 
bering unnoticed, neglected, miſunder- 
ſtood, even by the wiſe and prudent, in 
the Sacred Volume, a dead letter, till 
Chriſt, their quickening ſpirit, gave them 
life, and motion, and a meaning which 
they had not before. | 
Vor. V. E Ix 
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| neſs, we behold the ſhadow of good things 
to come, a prefiguration of the death 


of the deceaſe which he ſhould accom- 
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In the ſcene. that paſſed in the wilder- 


which Chriſt ſhould die. He is here 
e evidently ſet forth crucified before us, 
according to his own words, deſcriptive 


„ pliſh at Jeruſalem.” And I, if I be 
« lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
© men unto me#*,” 


| Tls fame den, we have juſt obferved, 


had been ſuggeſted by the evangelical 


prophet Ifaiah, and a ſimilar expreſſion is 
put into the Saviour's mouth by that 
harbinger of the Prince of Peace. Look 
*« unto me and be ye ſaved, all the ends 
of the earth; for I am God, and there 
„is none elſe.” 


AND, in another place, ſpeaking of goſ- 
pel times, At that day, ſhall a man 
look to his Maker, and his eyes 


* John xii. 32. 
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« ſhall have reſpect to the 18 One of 
„ Iſrael“.“ 


Tus was Moſes, by what he did, and 
Iſaiah, by what he wrote, pointing out to 
the world one, and the ſame, great object, 
Chriſt Jeſus, the end of the law for 
e righteouſneſs ;** the ſubſtance of the 
types; the accompliſhment of prophecy 
and promiſe; the bruiſer of the ſerpent's 
head; the reſtorer of defaced, defiled, de- 
graded humanity. And thus we are taught 
to regard, with peculiar reſpect, an event 

which Providence has, in ſo many dif- 
= ferent ways, rendered illuſtriouſly conſpi- 
cuous; the death of Chriſt, on the ac- 
= curſed tree. 


= 
"= 


e 
Wr ſhall have exhibited to you all 
that Moſes, and the prophets ; all that 
— the hiſtorian and the evangeliſt, have ſug- 
n geſted, on the ſubject of the brazen ſer- 
p pent, when we have led your attention, 
to the impious and idolatrous uſe made of 
ll * Iſaiah xvii. 7. | 


1 it 
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it in after times. That this illuſtrious in- 
ſtrument of Iſrael's deliverance in the wil- 
derneſs, ſhould be carefully preſerved, as 
a monument of the divine power and good- 
neſs, and by length of time acquire ve- 
nerability and reſpect, among the other 
valuable memorials of. antiquity, is not 
to be wondered at. But every thing 
may be perverted; and a corrupt diſpo- 
ſition has ever manifeſted itſelf in man, 
to exalt into the place of God, ſome- 
thing that is not God. Accordingly, 
we find, about eight centuries from it's 
original fabrication, even in the days 
of Hezekiah, the brazen ſerpent exalted 
to divine honours, and a beſotted peo- 
ple rendering that homage to the mean, 
which was due only to the hand which 
employed it. The zeal of that pious 


prince, therefore, is worthy of commen- 


dation, who, in reforming the abuſes of 
religion, which prevailed at the time 
that he mounted the throne of Judah, 


aboliſhed this among the reſt. Regard- 


leis of the purpoſe for which it was at 
firſt framed ; of the venerable hand which 
| formed 


3 
* % 
5 
* 
_— 
= 
* ” 
= 
be 
N 
HK 
= 
* 
* 
* 
Rd. 
4 
* 
1 % 
4 
= 
. 8 
9 
1 * 
= 4 
1 
* 
1 
* 1 
=, 
N 4 
7 — 
N 
_ * 
<0 
= 5 
= 
Jy * 
4 
"a 4 
_— 
-BH 1 
_** 
-— E. = 
— - 
. 
— , 
* 
, a 
. 4 - 
Wy bu 
7 3 
4.4 
= 
If ** 
1 
4 
c £489 
"4 * 4 
_ — 
92 
«+> 
o 


LECT. II.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 55 


formed and reared it ; and of the lapſe 
of ſo many years which had ſtamped 
reſpe& upon it, he brake in pieces 
& the brazen ſerpent which Moſes had 
© made; for unto thoſe days the chil- 
& dren of Iſrael did burn incenſe to it, 
& and he called it Nehuſhtan*,” by way 
of contempt,—a piece of braſs, 


ON this part of the hiſtory of Moſes, 
pagan antiquity has founded the fabu- 
lous hiſtory of Eſculapius, the pretended 
god of medicine, whoſe ſymbol was a ſer- 
pent twiſted round a rod. The learned 
have, through a variety of particulars, 
traced the derivation of the fable from the 
fact; but to repeat them, would rather 
miniſter to curioſity than to inſtruction 
and improvement. We diſmiſs the ſub- 
ject, then, with this general remark, 
That in more reſpects, than is commonly 
apprehended, and than it has had the can- 
dor to acknowledge, is pagan litera- 
ture indebted to the Sacred Volume, that 


LE Kings xvii. 4. 
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the wiſdom of Egypt, of Babylon, of 


Greece, and of Rome, is traceable up to 


this ſource; that Moſes is, of courſe, 
to be conſidered as the father of pro- 
fane, as of ſacred learning, from whom 
all ſubſequent hiſtorians, legiſlators, ora- 
tars, and poets, have derived the lights 
which directed them in their ſeveral 
purſuits; that to the pure ſource of 
all wiſdom, the Revelation from hea- 
ven, in a word, the world 1s indebted 
for the firſt principles of ſcience, mo- 
rality, and religion ; which appear, to the 
attentive Land 3 eye, through the 


miſt in which credulous ignorance, or 
bold fiction, have involved them. 


LET us hence be encouraged to revere 
the Scriptures, to ſearch, and to compare 
them; to derive our opinions of reli- 
gious ſubjects from that ſacred ſource, in- 
ſtead of forcing the truth of God into 
an aukward ſapporter of our pre-con- 
ceived opinions. Above all, let it be 
our concern to regulate our conduct by 
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the laws which Scripture has laid down, 
and to comfort our hearts by the hope 
which it inſpires, and the proſpects which 
it has unfolded. Amen, 
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AND THE LORD SAID UN TO MOSES, GET THEE 


UP INTO THIS MOUNT ABARIM, AND SEE 
THE LAND WHICH I HAVE GIVEN UNTO 
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. AND WHEN 
THOU HAST SEEN IT, THOU ALSO SHALT 
BE GATHERED UNTO THY PEOPLE, AS 
AARON THY BROTHER WAS GATHERED. 
FOR YE REBELLED AGAINST MY COMMAND= 
MENT IN THE DESERT OF ZIN, IN THE 
STRIFE OF THE CONGREGATION, TO SANC- 
TIFY ME AT THE WATER BEFORE THEIR 


EYES. THAT IS THE WATER OF MERIBAH 


IN KADESH, IN THE WILDERNESS OF ZIN. 


HERE is ſomething peculiarly in- 
tereſting in hearing a plain, honeſt, 
intelligent man, without vanity, or ſelf- 


ſufficiency, or affected humility, talking of 


himſelf; going into the detail of his own 
hiſtory, with the ſame fidelity and ſim- 


plicity, 
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plicity, as if it were the hiſtory of a 


ſtranger ; unfolding his heart without re- 
ſerve, diſcloſing his faults and infirmities 


without palliation, recording his wiſe and 
virtuous actions without oſtentation; and 


relating events, with all their little cir- 
cumſtances, according to the feelings 
which they excited at the moment. 


Ir is pleaſant to ſee an old man, with 
his faculties unimpaired, his ſpirits cheer- 
ful, his temper ſweet, his conſcience 
clear, his proſpects bright; enjoying life, 
without fearing death ; blending the mo- 
deſty and benevolence of youth, with the 


wiſdom and dignity of age. There is a 


double ſatisfaction in hearing ſuch a one 
deſcribe perſons whom he knew, ſcenes 
in which he acted, expeditions which he 
conducted, ſchemes which he planned 
and executed. 


ANp ſuch an one was Moſes, who 
having, by divine inſpiration, made the 
ages and generations before the flood to 
paſs in review, and unfolded the hiſtory 
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of Redemption, in it's connection with 
the ſyſtem of Nature, and the ways of 
Providence, during a period of two thou- 
ſand five hundred years; having admit- 
ted us to his familiarity and friendly in- 
ſtruction, during an eventful life of one 
hundred and twenty years, is now, with 
the ſame calmneſs and eaſe, admitting us 
to contemplate his behaviour in the im- 


mediate proſpect, and u P to the yery Bent: 
of y We. 


ot 1dolatrous defection of Iſrael, in 
the plains of Moab, had been viſited with 
a plague which ſwept away twenty four 
thouſand of them. Immediately on the 
ſtaying of that terrible calamity, Moſes 
is commanded, with the affiſtance of 
Eleazer the high prieſt, to take the 
number of the people, from twenty 
years old and upwards, and to compare 
the muſter roll of the day, with that 
taken in the wilderneſs of Sinai, thirty- 
eight years before. This being done, 
with all poſhble accuracy, two moſt 
ſingular 
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ſingular facts turn up, each ſingular conſi- 
dered ſeparately and by itſelf, and both 
moſt ſingular, taken in their connection 
with each other. In a multitude ſo great, 
and at the diſtance of thirty- eight years, the 
whole difference is no more than one thou- 
ſand eight hundred and twenty men: for, 
at the former period, the number of men 


of a military age, was ſix hundred and three 


thouſand five hundred and fifty; and at 


the latter, ſix hundred and one thoyſand 


ſeven hundred and thirty. But though 
the ſtrength of the hoſt was nearly the 
ſame, the individuals whereof it was com- 
poſed were totally changed; two names 
alone, of ſo many myriads, ſtood upon both 
liſts, Caleb the ſon of Jephunneh, and 
Joſhua the ſon of Nun, for Moſes him- 
ſelf was under ſentence of condemnation ; 
he was not to be permitted to paſs over 


Jordan; he was already numbered with 
the dead. 


TRE courſe of nature, it is true, is cot 
tinually producing a ſimilar effect on e 


human race, upon the whole; but there. 


18 
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is a degree of exactneſs in this inſtance, 
not to be accounted for on common prin- 
ciples, and which muſt be reſolved into a 
ſpecial interpoſition of Providence, which 
had pronounced the doom of death on the 
whole body of offenders, in the moment 
of tranſgreſſion, and, at the ſame inſtant, 
promiſed the reward of fidelity and obedi- 
ence to thoſe illuſtrious two; longevity, 
and the poſſeſſion of Canaan, Vain, there- 
fore, is the hope of ſo much as one guilty 
perſon eſcaping in a crowd, groundleſs the 

fear of ſingular goodneſs ſuffering, in the 
' midſt of many wicked. 


IT is related of Xerxes, king of Perſia, 
much to the honour of his humanity, 
that ſurveying from an eminence the vaſt 
army with which he was advancing to the 
invaſion of Greece, he burſt into tears to 
think that in leis than one hundred years 
they ſhould all be cut off from the land of 
the living. What then, O Moſes, were the 
emotions of thy ſoul, to ſee the event 
which Xerxes but anticipated, realized be- 
fore thine eyes? To walk through the 
ranks 
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ranks of Iſrael, without meeting ſo much 
as one man- who followed thee out of 
Egypt, with whom thou couldſt mingle 
the tears of ſympathy over ſo many fallen, 
or remind of the joy and wonder of that 
great deliverance? Is not that man already 
dead, who has ſurvived all his contempo- 
raries? A conſideration, among many 
others, powerfully calculated to reconcile 
the mind to the thoughts of diſſolution, 
and to impreſs on the ſoul, the ſentiment 
of the wiſe man, concerning the world, 
& hate it, I would not live always.” 
Lons life, however, 1s not the leſs to be 
conſidered as a bleſſing. The love of it is 
a conſtitutional law of our nature; and the 
promiſe of it is annexed to the ſanctions of 
the written law, as a motive to obedience : 
« Honour thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land 
* which the Lord thy God giveth thee“:“ 


and it is here beſtowed as'a reward on the 


faithful. Premature death, in like man- 
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ner, is an object of natural horror, it is 
threatened in anger, and is inflicted as a 
puniſhment. *© The wicked ſhall not live 
„half his days, and his memory ſhall 
& rot.” In general, a wiſe and merciful 
God hides from the eyes of men, the era 
of their departure out of the world. The 
bitterneſs of death conſiſts in the foretaſte, 
and the forerunners, of that great enemy. 
That bitterneſs, in it's full proportion, was 
wrung out, and mingled in the cup of 
Moles. The death of every Iſraelite was 
a death warning to him. He had lately 
aſcended Mount Hor with Aaron his bro- 
ther, ſtript him of his garments, cloſed 
his eyes to his laſt long ſleep, and deſcend- 


ed without him :and Mount Hor is only 8 


a few ſteps diſtant from Mount Abarim, 
and his own ſummons comes at length. 
He 1s reſpited, not pardoned, and a re- 
prieve of forty years is, at length, expired. 


IT is in that awful, trying hour, we are 
at this time to trace the character, and 
mark the behaviour, of the man of God. 
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From the moment he fell under the 
divine diſpleaſure, which ſhortened the 
date of his life, we obſerve it lying with an 
oppreſſive weight upon his mind. The 
love of life manifeſts itſelf, and we behold, 
in the prophet, the man of like paſſions 
with ourſelves. There is no incident of 
his life on which he dwells ſo much, and 
with ſuch earneſtneſs of intereſt, as this. 
The hiſtory of his offence is again and 
again repeated, not in the view of extenu- 
ating the guilt of it, but to vindicate the 
righteous judgment of God. The excel- 
lence of this part of his narrative, is it's 
departing from the direct line of narration. 
He haſtens forward to bring it early into 
view ; he returns again upon his footſteps, 
and preſents it a ſecond time to view. Is 
he reminding Iſrael of their rebellion and 
diſobedience? His owa tranſgreſſion, and 
the puniſhment of it, ariſe, and ſtare him 
in the face. Is he encouraging them in their 
progreſs towards the promiſed land? He 
ſighs to think that he himſelf ſhall never 
enter into it. At one time, he flatters him- 
ſelf with the hope that juſtice might per- 
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haps relent, and preſumes to expoſtulate 
and intreat, in terms earneſt and pathetic, 

ſuch as theſe; O Lord God, thou 

s haſt begun to ſhew thy ſervant thy great- 
e neſs, and thy mighty hand: for what 

“ God 1s there in heaven or in earth, that 
e can do according to thy works, and ac- 
«cording to thy might? I pray thee let 

% me go over and ſee the good land that is 

beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, 

& and Lebanon*,” 


Ar another time, he ſeems quietly to 
give up the cauſe as loſt, and patiently 
prepares to meet his fate, and meekly re- 
ſigns himſelf to the will of the Moſt High, 
which he was unable to alter. In a word, 
we ſee him at once the man and the be- 
liever, and a pattern well worthy, of imita- 
tion, in both reſpects. 


IT is impoſſible to obſerve the conflict of 
Moſes's foul, when this cup of trembling 
was put into his hands, without thinking 


* Deut, ili. 24, 25. 
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of the bitter agony in the garden, of the. 


travail of the Redeemer's ſoul, of that paſ- 
ſionate addreſs, ** Father, if it be poſſible, 
let this cup paſs from me”—of *©* ſweat 
* like great drops of blood falling down 
* to the ground*"—of the triumph of 
reſignation, - ** nevertheleſs, not my will, 
„ but thine be done” —of *©* humiliation 
© to death, the death of the croſs.” 


Thus it © behoved him to fulfil all righte- 


„ ouſneſs.” Thus he taught men to 
obey the law of God, to ule all lawful 


endeavours to preſerve life; and thus he 


jnculcated ſubmiſſion to that ſovereign 


will which it is unprofitable, and impious, 
to reſiſt. | 


© Get thee up,” ſaid God to Moſes, 
into this mount Abarim, and ſee the 
fand which I have given unto the chil- 
*« dren of Ifrael+;”” and this is all that the 


law can do for the guilty ; it conducts to 


an adjoining eminence, it ſpreads a diſtant 


* Luke xxii. 42—44. 
+ Lev. xvii. 12, 13. 


proſpect 


eo 
* 
3 
3 
* 
oy * 
* 
. 
* 
z 
28 
. 
n 
E 
"7, wag 
M7 
Wh; 
4 
* 5 
2 
2 
« 
#3 
3 
> 
15 
» 
* 
x 
& : 
* 
A 
» Dat 
vx 
Wa) 
8 
a 


# 
iS 
* 5 
LY 
1 
* 
7 


1 
1 
3 * 
f * 

* 
— 
Xx 

1 
_— 
= 
= 
+» 
= - 
1 
af 
£ 
2 


' — - w 
_—" nw 


RE 4 "I T : . 
- 6 ns: n L 


a 1 off” = 


ect 


5 . * * A - wy 
4 * : = % 
. . 9. - WS. * A * 
9 n | % 7 F . 
1 «x 9 , \ . k * ? 8 . 
- wg ring. anc "W- 4.3 3 J "T9 EE -# #7 o 0 8 ö 2 : - - * 


rer. 111.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 6g 


proſpe&t of Canaan, it can diſplay it's 
beauty and fertility, it can inſpire the 
deſire of poſſeſſion; - but it cannot divide 
Jordan, it cannot lead to victory over the 
laſt enemy, it cannot make the comer 
e thereunto perfect,“ nor eſtabliſh the 
ſoul in everlaſting reſt. Neither Moſes, 
the giver of the law, nor Aaron, the high 
prieſt, under the law, could . continue by 
„ reaſon of death.“ But the Apoſtle and 
High Prieſt of our profeſſion is entered 
into the holieſt of all,” has opened a 
paſſage through the gates of death, to life 
and immortality ; lifted up, firſt upon the 
croſs, and then to his throne in the hea- 
vens, He 1s drawing all men unto him. 


ToGcETHER with the honeſt, though 
fond, attachment to life, which characte- 
rizes the man, and the pious reſignat on 
which marks the child of God, Moſes diſ- 
covers, on this occaſion, that excellent 
ſpirit which ſinks and loſes the individual 
in the public. He cheerfully gives up his 
perſonal ſuit, 'and the cauſe of Iſrael 
henceforth engroſſes him wholly. <** And 

| F 2 “ Moles 
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«© Moſes ſpake unto the Lord, faying, let 
the Lord, the God of the ſpirits of all 
e fleſh, ſet a man over the congregation, 
% which may go out before them, and 
* which may go in before them, and 
% which may lead them out, and which 
may bring them in; that the congre- 
„ pation of the Lord be not as ſheep 
«+ which have no ſhepherd*.”" 


LET modern patriots think of this, and 
bluſh at their pride and ſelfiſhneſs. But 
they are loſt to all ſenſe of decency, they 
keep cath other in countenance by their 
multitude and confidence, and“ glory in 
their thame.” This noble conduct of the 
Jewiſh legiſlator was not the affectation of 
virtue and public ſpirit, the oſtentatious 
boaſting of a man who had no proſpect, or 
a diſtant one, of being put to the trial; 
but the native greatneſs and ſuperiority 
of a mind occupied with two grand ob- 
jects, the glory of God, and the good of 


Num. xxvii. 15—17. 
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in the advancement of an inferior, and de- 
creaſe with in ward ſatisfaction, while the 
other increaſed, Ordinary men look with 
an evil eye upon their ſucceſſors. A 
prince and his heir, though that heir be 
his own ſon, generally live upon indif- 
ferent terms; but Moles ſees his dignity 
departing from himſelf, in his life time, 


_ departing from his family, given to his ſer- 


vant, without a murmur, without a ſigh. 
It was enough to him that God had been 
pleaſed to adopt Joſhua, for the purpoſe of 
finiſhing his work, of introducing Iſrael 
into their inheritance. It is no ſooner in- 
timated to him, than Joſhua becomes his 
ſon, his brother, his friend; and he pro- 
ceeds to his inſtallation with as much ala- 
crity, as he inveſted Aaron with the pon- 
tifical robes. 


Tr1s ſolemn ceremony conſiſted of 
a variety of circumſtances, which are 
well worthy of our attention ; from their 
being of Divine appointment, from their 
great antiquity from their inexplicable 
myſteriouſneſs, or from their obvious ſig- 

F.2 nificancy. 
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nificancy. Joſhua was already anointed 
with the unction of the Spirit; he was a 
perſon of ſingular piety, undauntcd reſolu- 
tion, and unſhaken fidelity: he had long 
attended upon Moſes as his miniſter, 
had accompanied him into the mount, 
when he aſcended to meet God, had 
traverſed the land of Canaan as one of 
the ſpies, had brought up it's good re- 
port, and ſtood firm with Caleb in re- 
fiſting the timid and diſcouraging repre- 
ſentations of his colleagues. He poſſeſſed 
all the qualities natural, acquired, and mi- 
raculouflxdiſpenſed, which were requiſite 
to the diſcharge of the duties of that 
high and important ſtation, to which 5 
Providence was now calling him. By be 
the ſpirit which is ſaid to have been in 
Joſhua, ſome underſtand the ſpirit of pro- | 
phecy, or ſupernatural powers of fore- 
ſeeing, and of providing for future events. 
By taking in every circumſtance, it ſeems 
rather to denote thoſe rare gifts, with which 
nature had ſo liberally endowed him; 
wiſdom, and courage, and {ſtrength ; and 5 
which Providence was now calling forth | 
for 


LECT. III.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 73 


for the general benefit. But though thus 
amply furniſhed for his great undertaking, 
God was pleaſed to command a ſolemn 


and public declaration of his choice, and 


that the object of it ſhould, before the 
eyes of the people, be ſet apart by the 
impoſition of the hands of Moſes, to the 
office aſſigned him. | 


Forms are neceſſary, becauſe men are 
not ſpiritual; forms are interpoſed, that 
the underſtanding, the heart, and the 
conſcience, may he approached through 
the channels of ſenſe. And of all forms, 
recommended by Divine authority, and 
it's own ſignificant ſimplicity, that of 
the laying on of hands, 1s one of the moſt 
ancient, the moſt frequently in uſe, and 
the moſt ſtriking, By this ſolemn rite, the 
devoted victim was ſet apart for death, 
and the guilt of the offerer transferred, 
as it were, and laid upon the head of 
the oblation: and thus were the miniſter 
of the ſanctuary, the general, the ſtateſ- 
man, dedicated to the duties of their re- 


F4 dinary 


ſpective ſtations: thus new and extraor- 
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dinary powers were conferred upon Joſhua, | 
thus Jeſus took leave of his diſciples, | 
and left a bleſſing behind him, more 
precious than the mantle. of Elijah.— 1 
« He led them out as far as Bethany, 
and he lifted up his hands and bleſſed 
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By laying on of the apoſtles' hands, 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were 
communicated; and by laying on of the 
hands of the preſbytery, Timothy was 
ſolemnly ſet apart for exerciſing the office 
of a biſhop; and thus a great part of ß 
the Chriſtian world continues to inſtal | 
it's miniſters in the paſtoral office. 
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MoskEs was farther commanded ““ to 
* cauſe Joſhua to ſtand before Eleazer 
e the prieſt,” who was probably to offer 
up facrifice in behalf of the comman- 
der elect, and by this additional ſolem- 
nity to impreſs both upon his own mind, 
and upon thoſe of the ſpectators, the 
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weight and importance of the facred 


charge committed unto him. It 1s ad- 
ded, verſe 2oth, © And thou ſhalt put 
«ſome of thine honour upon him, that 
all the congregation of the children of 
6 Ifrael may be obedient.” 


Tus is interpreted by ſome commen- 
tators, of thoſe rays of glory, which are 
ſuppoſed to have ſurrounded the head of 
Moles, ever ſince his deſcent from God in 
the mount, and which ſo dazzled the 
eyes of the beholder, that, in ſpeaking to 


the people, he was under the neceſſity of 


putting a veil over his face. By the im- 
poſition of his hands -upon the head of 
Joſhua, according to the commandment, 
this external, ſenfible honour 1s under- 
ſtood to have been communicated from 
the one to the other, and that, in conſe- 


quence of it, Joſhua henceforth wore a 


viſible token of the choice of Heaven. 


CoNJECTURE and fancy blend too much 


in this expoſition, to procure for it a 


very 
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very high degree of reſpect. Juſter and 
more ſober criticiſm, explains the paſſage 
as implying, that Moſes ſhould imme- 
diately aſſociate Joſhua with himſelf 
in the executive powers of government, 
devolve upon him a ſhare both of the re- 
ſpe& and the care, which pertained to the 
ſupreme command ; that he might enjoy 
the ſatisfaction, while he yet lived, and 
which he ſo much deſired, of behold- 
ing a wiſe and a good man, conducting 
the Iſraelitiſh affairs, in church and ſtate, 
with diſcretion, and carrying on the plan 
of Providenos to it's conſummation, 


THERE is another article in the injunc- 
tion laid upon Moſes, reſpecting the ap- 
pointment of his ſucceſſor, which has 
greatly exerciſed and puzzled the critics. 
% And he ſhall ſtand before Eleazar the 
„ prieſt, who ſhall aſk counſel for him, 
« after the judgment of Urim, before the 
„Lord; at his word ſhall they go 
out, and at his word they ſhall come 
66 In, both he and all the children of 

1 Iſrael 
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« Iſrael with him, even all the congre- 
„ oation*,” 


Tux difficulty is, What was the Urim, 
and the judgment of Urim, of which 
Eleazar was to aſk counſel in behalf of 
Joſhua, and wherein Moſes differed from 


Joſhua as to this? Urim is, in general, 


in ſcripture, found in connection with 
Thummim. The words import Iight and 
perfection; and they appear to have been 
ſome part, or appendage, of the breaſt- 
plate, that eſſential article of the high- 
prieſt's dreſs. They were not, it is al- 
leged, the production of human 1kill, 
like the other particulars of the ſacred 
clothing, for there is no account of their 
fabrication by the hands of man; but 
when the breaſt-plate was finiſhed, Moſes, 
we are told, put into it the Urim and 
„the Thummim,” whatever they were, 
immediately from God. 


THE method of conſultation has alſo 
furniſhed ample matter of diſpute, The 
* Num. xxvii. 21. 


moſt . 
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moſt approved tradition is this, for ſcrip- 
ture gives but few, and thoſe very ge- 
neral hints, upon the ſubject, the per- 
ſon who deſired to conſult the oracle, and 
none but public perſons, and on great 
public occaſions, were admitted to that 
privilege, intimated his intention to the 
high prieſt; who, at the hour of incenſe, 
arrayed in his pontifical veſtments, enter- 
ed the holy place, accompanied, at a little 
diſtance, by the magiſtrate or general who 
made the enquiry. The high prieſt placed 
himſelf with his face towards the en- 
trance of- the moſt holy place. The veil 
which ſeparated the holy place from the 
holy of holies, was drawn up for the 
occaſion, ſo that he ſtood directly fronting 
the ark of the covenant, over ſhadow- 
ed by the cherubim, where the Sche- 
chinah, or viſible glory, reſided. The en- 
quirer then ſtanding behind, pronounced 
the queſtion, or conſultation, in a few 
plain words ; ſuch .for example, as theſe, 
„Shall I go up againſt the Philiſtines, 
or ſhall IJ not go up?“ This queſtion 
was again repeated ſolemnly and diſtinctly 


by 


* oa 
n 
* 
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by the high prieſt before the Lord: and 
on looking downwards upon the Urim 


in the breaſt-plate, the anſwer of God 


was ſeen in characters of reflected light, 
from the excellent glory, and which the 
high prieſt audibly repeated in the ears 
of the party concerned: Go,” or © thou 
„ ſhalt not go.“ 


WHEN the oracle refuſed to give any 
reſponſe, as in the caſe of Saul, it was 
conſidered as a mark of high diſpleaſure. 
God would not anſwer that wicked prince 
„ by the judgment of Urim,” but be- 
cauſe he had wilfully forſaken God, 
an offended God, in juſt diſpleaſure, 
gave him up to aſk counſel of hell, 
and to follow it to his own deſtruc- 
tion. We have alſo,” Chriſtians, „a 
more ſure word of prophecy, where- 
e unto ye do well that ye take heed ; as 
* unto a light that ſhineth in a dark 
place, until the day dawn, and the day- 
« ſtar ariſe in your hearts*,” | 


® 2 Peter, i. 19. 
Josuva 


face to face.“ 
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Josnva being referred to this mode of 
conſultation, compared with the hiſ- 
tory of Moſes, points out the difference 
between theſe two leaders of Iſrael.— 
„ There aroſe not a prophet ſince in Iſrael 
„like unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew 


Gop manifeſted himſelf immediately 


unto Moſes ; converſed with him as a 


man with his friend. Joſhua was kept 
at a greater diſtance, and enjoyed com- 
munion with God through the interven- 
tion of appointed means. Juſt as before 
Moſes was admitted to the very ſummit 
of the mount, received within the veil 
of thick darkneſs, which at once con- 
cealed and revealed the Divine glory ; 
while Joſhua was confined to a lower 
region, kept in the place and on the duty 
of a ſervant. But we muſt conclude. . 


THE whole ſcene which has now paſſed 
in review, ſpeaks directly to the heart 


* 


Deut. xxxiv. 10. | 
and 
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and conſcience. It preſents a ſtriking, 
and inſtructive inſtance, of the goodneſs 
and ſeverity of God. The faults and in- 
firmities of his deareſt children he nei- 
ther overlooks, nor forgets to puniſh. For 
one offence, and ſeemingly a ſlight one, 
Moſes 1s excluded from Canaan, No 
humiliation, no penitence nor intreaty can, 
of themſelves, remove the guilt or prevent 
the chaſtiſement of ſin. The neglect or 
inſult offered by a child, a brother, a 
friend, ſtrikes deeper than the moſt vio- 
lent outrage from a ſtranger, or an avowed 
enemy. The tranſgreſſion of Moſes at 
the waters of ſtrife was thus aggravated, 
and he muſt die for it. O my God, 
enter not into judgment with me, whoſe 
crimes are heightened by every circum- 
ſtance of aggravation—deliberation, pre- 
ſumption, filial ingratitude, in the 
face of ſolemn and repeated engage- 
ments. If Moſes died the death, for 
once ſpeaking unadviſedly with his lips, 
in the moment of paſſion ; ** if thou, 
«Lord, 
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Lord, art ſtrict to mark iniquity, where 


„ ſhall I ſtand;“ how ſhall I eſcape ? 


Bur is death a puniſhment to a good 
man? No. As in the death of Moſes, 
therefore, we behold the juſtice and 
ſeverity of God, ſo, in it's conſequences, 
we behold his goodneſs and loving kind- 
neſs. The evil is flight and tempo- 
rary; the good is unſpeakably great, 
and eternally permanent ; excluſion from 
Canaan is admiſſion into the kingdom 
of heaven; to be abſent from the 


body, is to be preſent with the Lord.” 


Faith, indeed, redeems not from the 


power of the grave, but it diſſipates 
all the horror of the tomb; transforms 
it into a reſting place for the weary 
pilgrim ; and converts the king of ter- 
rors into a miniſter of joy. O death, 
„ where is thy ſting? O grave, where 
is thy victory? Thanks be to God, 
* who giveth us the victory, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” The ſaying 
„ that is written, is come to paſs, death 
* 1s ſwallowed up of victory; mortality 
| | | 6 js 
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« is ſwallowed up of life.“ Life and 

« immortality are brought to light by 

<« the goſpel.” We *©* know whom we 

have believed :” we believe in him who 

hath ſaid, I am the reſurrection and the 

« life; he that believeth in me, though 

he were dead, yet ſhall he live. And 

« whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, 
&« ſhall never die.“ 


Vol. V. 
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AND THE LORD SPAKE UN TO MOSES, SAYING, 
AVENGE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL OF 
THE MIDIANITES: AFTERWARDS SHALT 
THOU BE GATHERED UNTO THY PEOPLE. 


HE intereſt, which every Reader 

of taſte and ſenſibility takes, in the 
life and actions of Moſes, is never per- 
mitted to flag, much leſs totally to fink 
and expire. His infant cries, from the 
very firſt moment, awaken our ſympa-— 
thy; and his departing words, at the 
age of a hundred and twenty years, con- 
tinue to excite our eſteem and admi- 
ration. Whether employed as a miniſ- 
ter of vengeance, or of mercy, he in- 


ſpires affection or commands reſpect, 
92 Tas 
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Tux love of life is not only natural 
and innocent, but important and neceſ- 
ſary. We are inſtructed to guard, to pre- 
ſerve, to prolong it, at once by the con- 
ſtitution and frame of our nature, and 
by manifold examples of the higheſt au- 
thority. And while Providence permits 
the farther extenſion of it, the reaſons, 
and the end of that extenſion, are ob- 
viouſly manifeſt. Not a fingle hour 1s 
added to the life of any one, merely to 
make up ſuch a quantity of time. No, 
every moment 1s deſtined to it's peculiar 
pur poſe, paſles to account, calls to it's 
proper uſe and employment. To dream 
of premature retirement from the exerciſe 
of our faculties and functions, of mere 
exiſtence without employment, 1s an at- 
tempt to defeat the intention of the Crea- 
tor, in ſending us into the world; it is a 
degradation and perverſion of the powers 
of the human mind; it 1s to be dead 
while we live. The enquiry of a well 
regulated ſpirit, to the laſt, is, Lord 
** what wouldſt thou have me to do?” 
* While any of my powers remain, how- 
| ever 
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* ever blunted, however impaired, to 
* whom ſhall I dedicate the poor remains? 
& Enfeebled, exhauſted as I am, is there 
** no one reſpect in which I can yet glo- 
* rify God, or be uſeful to my fellow 
e creatures?“ And, to the laſt, the great 
Supporter of life, the Ruler of the world, 
has ſome command to give, ſome labour 
to be performed, ſome exerciſe of the 
hand, of the head, or of the heart to en- 
join; ſome purpoſe of juſtice or of love to 
accompliſh. | 


Mos Es has received warning to depart, 
but the hour of releaſe 1s not yet come. 
And though his offence at the waters of 
Meribah muſt be puniſhed with death, 
the tranquillity of his mind is not there- 
by diſcompoſed, nor his intercourſe with 
Heaven interrupted, nor his zeal in per- 
forming the duties of his ſtation abated. 


The God whom he had ſo long and ſo 


faithfully ſerved, continues to converſe 
with him as a man with his friend, com- 
municates to him his deſigns, and employs 


him in the execution. 
G 3 QUuR 
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Our lives too are forfeited; the ſen- 
tence of death is upon us; under a reſpite 
of unknown, uncertain duration, our days 
are paſſing away. Improved ever ſo well, 
they cannot indeed redeem from the grave, 
nor alter the immutable decree ; but their 
improvement may alleviate the bitterneſs 
of death, and pluck out the ſting. The 
Inevitable courſe of nature, and the righte- 
ous deciſions of a holy law, deſtroy not 
the ſacred communications which ſubſiſt 
between a merciful God and a gracious 
ſpirit. To receive a command from an of- 
fended father, after judgment has been 
pronounced, partakes of the nature of a 
pardon; and it is no ſlender conſolation, 
even under the ſtroke of juſtice, to re- 
flect, that paternal affection was pleaſed to 
regard and accept future obedience and 
ſubmiſſion, if not as an atonement for 
offence, at leaſt as a mark of contrition 
for having tranſgreſſed. As if, there- 
fore, we could wipe out the memory of 
the paſt; as if perſevering labours of 
gratitude and love could purchaſe our 
releaſe ; as if death were to be prevented, 

diſarmed, 


LECT. IV.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 89 


diſarmed, or deſtroyed, by the efforts of the 
paſſing moment, let us awake and ariſe to 
the knowledge, the ſtudy, and the prac- 
tice of our heavenly Father's will. 


Tre ſervice preſcribed to Moſes, on 
this occaſion, was the execution of juſtice 
on a nation of offenders. The nature of 
the offence has been hinted at in a for- 
mer lecture“; and we may form a judg- 
ment of it's enormity, from the vengeance 
which purſued it. The ſtate of Midian, 
at the period in queſtion, exhibits the 
laſt ſtage of moral depravity—a cor- 
rupted people carrying on a temporary 
political deſign, by means the moſt ſcan- 
dalous and diſhonourable--the deareſt 
and moſt delicate intereſts, of human na- 
ture, vilely ſacrificed to it's worſt and 
moſt diſgraceful propenſities—huſbands 
countenancing the proſtitution of their 
wives, and parents that of their daughters, 


in order to gratify ambition, avarice, or 


revenge. A nation of ſuch a character is, 
ueceſlarily, haſtening to utter deſtruction, 


* Vol. iv. 457. 
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without fire from heaven, or the ſword 
of a foreign enemy. But what vice was 
accelerating by it's own native energy, 
Providence haſtens to an iſſue by a ſpe- 
cial interpoſition, and ** the Lord makes 


e himſelf known by the judgment which 
„he executes,” 


TE force which it was thought pro- 
per to employ, for the extermination of 
this debauched race, 1s indication {ſufficient 
how low it's character was rated. Im- 
merſed in ſenſuality, enervated by luxury, 
a handful of men was deemed enough to 
deſtroy them. A thouſand out of every 
tribe of Iſrael, twelve thouſand men in all, 
Moſes conſiders as fully competent to the 
execution of this enterprize; and the event 
fully juſtified the eſtimate which he had 
made. It is likewiſe remarkable, that he 
neither commands in this expedition, in 
perſon, nor commits the conduct of it to 
Joſhua, or to any other man of the military 
profeſſion; but to ** Phineas, the ſon of 
„Eleazar the prieſt,” furniſhed “ with 
the holy inſtruments, and the trumpets 
80 


TY. 
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& to blow, in his hand,” We have here, 
therefore, the idea of a ſolemn public exe- 
cution, rather than of regular war. No 
reſiſtance is made, no blood but that of 
the criminals 1s ſhed; they dare not meet 
in the field thoſe whom in the ſecret 
chambers they could enſnare. In vain 
does their hoary adviſer, Balaam, urge 
them to feats of arms, and ſet them an ex- 
ample of courage; ſupported by five kings 
and their armies, he falls together with 
them, by the ſword of Iſrael, an awful 
monument, how certainly, however ſlow- 
ly, eternal juſtice overtakes the ſinner ! 


TE immenſe booty, which this eaſy, 
victory transferred to the Iſraelites, is a 
farther demonſtration of the feebleneſs and 
diſſoluteneſs of their unwarlike enemy. 
They had wealth without being rich, 
luxury without enjoyment, policy without 
wiſdom, kingly power without govern- 
ment, and zeal for religion, without an 


object of worſhip. They are conquered 


the moment that they are attacked, hav- 
ing no reſource in public or in private vir- 
tue; 
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tue; men loſt to a ſenſe of what conſti- 


tutes true female dignity, women precipt- 
tating that corruption of which they were 
the miſerable victims they hold up to 
mankind, a fearful but inſtructive example 
of the native, neceſlary, inevitable conſe- 
quences of vice. Up to ſimilar cauſes the 
downfal of ſtill greater ſtates may be 
traced; and if fin be the ruin of any king- 
dom, what individual offender ſhall dare 
to flatter himſelf, with the hope of eſcap- 
ing the righteous judgment of God? 


Trex Yfverity with which judgment 
was executed on the Midianites, helps 
farther to unfold their character. An 
efteminate, luxurious people, generally ex- 
cites contempt at moſt; but here a holy 
and juſt indignation is kindled. Hea- 
ven itſelf is up in arms againſt a dege- 
nerate race; and Moſes, the meekeſt of 
men, accules the exterminators of the 
whole race of Midian, of weak and ex- 
ceſſive lenity. - How 1s this to be ac- 
counted for? It will be found on en- 
quiry, that, in a very diſſolute ſtate of 
| ſociety, 
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ſociety, vices of the moſt odious and 
atrocious kind are neceſſarily blended 
with others leſs offenſive. The love of 
pleaſure is the predominant character; 
but in order to feed and ſupport that 
paſſion, arts the moſt criminal, and de- 
teſtable, muſt be employed. Injuſtice, 
violence, perjury, and murder, follow in 
the train of luſt. 'The moral principle 
is deſtroyed: all ſenſe of ſhame is loſt. 
The general depravity keeps every indi- 
vidual tranſgreſſor in countenance. Ap- 
pearances are no longer attended to, or 
kept up. Men glory in their ſhame. 
The very offices of religion are perverted 
into inſtruments of debauchery. Such, 
apparently, was the ſtate of Midian at 
the period under review; ſuch was that 
of Iſrael during the government and prieſt- 
hood of Eli; and ſuch was that of the 
Aſſyrian and Roman empires, immedi- 
ately previous to their ſubverſion. And. 
in ſuch a ſtate, Is it any wonder to ſee 
heaven and earth combined to root out 
and overthrow — a Holy and Righteous 


Gad 
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God employing the miniſtration of the 


gentleſt of mankind to cut off the name 
and memory of ſuch a people from the 
earth? When puniſhment ſo ſignal is in- 
flicted, we may ſafely infer, that the guilt 
which provoked it, from ſuch hands, was 
enormous. 


On reviewing the little army of Iſrael, 
after the victory, a fact turns up un- 
equalled in the hiſtory of mankind not 
ſo much as one of the twelve thouſand 
has fallen in battle: and that, in attacking 
and deſtreying a nation, ſo populous as to 
contain thirty-two thouſand females of a 
particular defcription*®. The hand of 


God was clearly viſible in this, and it was 


thankfully acknowledged. The ſuper- 
fluous ornaments which lately publiſh- 
ed the ſhame of Midian, now proclaim 
the piety and gratitude of Iſrael; and 
become part of the ſacred treaſury of 
the tabernacle. Every creature of God is 


Num. XXX1. 35. 


good 


% 
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good in itſelf, and intended to do good. 
Uſe the world ſo as not to abuſe it, 
and the Creator 1s glorified. Every day 
added to our life, is as much a miracle 
of mercy, as the preſervation of every in- 
dividual of the twelve thouſand in the 
day of battle, Let our gratitude declare 


itſelf in an habitual devotedneſs of heart 


and life, to the God of our life, and the 
length of our days; let us preſent our 
“ bodies, a living ſacrifice, holy, accept- 
& able unto God, which is our reaſonable 
„ ſervice: and be transformed by the 
« renewing of our mind, that we may 


* prove what is that good, and accept- 
able, and perfect will of God.“ 


IN the puniſhment inflicted on Midian, 
we behold a righteous God proſecuting 
an injury done to [frael, as an inſult of- 
fered to himſelf. And, indeed, every of- 
fence againſt ſociety is a direct attack 
of the divine authority, which has fen- 
ced the perſon, the fame, and the vir- 


** Rom. X11, I —2. 


rue 
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tue of our neighbour on every fide, againſt 
all aſſaults, whether of violence or of 
deceit. The character and conduct, in 
connection with the untimely end, of the 
arch-ſeducer Balaam, are an awful and 
inſtructive inſtance of the juſtice of God, 
in making ſignal guilt it's own avenger, 
and furniſh a ſtriking illuſtration of the ob- 
ſervations made by the pſalmiſt and his 
wiſe ſon: * Behold, he travaileth with 
% iniquity, and hath conceived miſ- 
„ chief, and brought forth falſehood, 
He made a pit, and digged it, and is 
„fallen into the ditch which he made. 
His miſchief ſhall return upon his own 
head, and his violent dealing ſhall come 
* down upon his own pate. I will praiſe 
the Lord according to his righteouſ- 


* nefs; and will fing praiſe to the name 


e of the Lord molt high*.” »The hea- 
„then are ſunk down in the pit that 
e they made, in the net which they hid 
is their own foot taken. The Lord is 
© known by the judgment which he exe- 


* Pfalm vii. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
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& cuteth : the wicked is ſnared in the 
« work of his own hands*.” For the 
«© ways of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord, and he pondereth all his go- 
„ ings. His own iniquities ſhall take 
„the wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be 
„ holden with the cords of his fins. He 
„ ſhall die without inſtruction: and in 
the greatneſs of his folly he ſhall go 
« aſtray.” 


I the faint reſiſtance made, by the 
Midianites, to a force ſo ſmall, we be- 
hold the native tendency of vice to en- 
feeble and enervate. Sunk in effeminacy 
and floth, they are overcome as ſoon as 
attacked. Strong in cunning, they are 
deſtitute of true wiſdom, and defective 
in valour. The foe that aſſaults, that 
conquers them, is within. The wick- 


* ed flee when no man purſueth, but 


the righteous is bold as a lion.” Ad- 
dictedneſs to the pleaſures of ſenſe gra- 


* Pſalm ix. 15, 16. 
1 Prop. v. 27, 23, $2: 
dually, 
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dually, though inſenſibly, encroaches on 
all the nobler principles of our nature, 
undermines, and ſubverts them. Every 
ſpring of the ſoul is relaxed through 
diſuſe; the bodily powers become lan- 
guid, and the ſluggiſh giant becomes an 
caſy prey to the active and vigorous 
child. Exerciſe your faculties, and they 
will increaſe and improve; neglect them, 
and they will quickly fall into utter de- 
cay. Fear God, maintain “ a conſcience 
„ void of offence,” and bid deftance to 
what earth and hell can do againſt you. 


rr ee. 
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Ax the free-will offering of theſe grate- 
ful Iſraelites, for protection and deliver- 2 
ance in the day of battle, behold a lauda- : 
ble example of attention to the ways of 2 
Providence, and of thankful acknowledge- 
ment of them. Let friends, after the days 
of ſeparation are at an end, after the hour 
of danger 1s paſt, reckon their numbers. 
Do they remain intire, not one miſſing; is 
no allay mingled with the joy of re- union? 
Tt was the hand of God that ſupported ; 
he“ gave his angels charge concerning 

| 66 you 
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« you.” He covered you with his fea- 
« thers; his truth was your ſhield and 
4 buckler; no evil befel you, no plague 
« came nigh your dwelling.” Give 


« unto the Lord the glory due unto his 


% name; offer unto him thankſgiving, 
*« honour him with your ſubſtance;” pre- 
ſent © the calves of your lips, the devot- 
edneſs of your hearts, the obedience of 
your hves. 


—Doxs the puniſhment of this people 
appear to any rigorous and exceſſive? 
Let them conſider that they are very in- 
competent judges of God's moral govern- 
ment; that they ſee but a few ſcattered 
fragments of the vaſt ſcheme of Provi- 
dence; that creatures themſelves igno- 
rant, weak and criminal, muſt be much 
unqualified to hold the balance and 
e the rod;” that every tranſgreſſioh of 
the divine law merits death; that ** fools” 


only make a mock at fin.” Let the 


whole earth tremble before Him ** who 
= © will by no means clear the guilty :” 
who has denounced “ indignation and 


Vor. V. H &« wrath, 
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Wrath, tribulation and anguiſh againſt 
every foul of man that doth evil;” 
while, to the humble and contrite in 


heart, he proclaims his name, The 


Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
„ cious, long-ſuftering, and abundant in 
% goodneſs and truth; keeping mercy for 
e thouſands, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſ- 
„ fion and fin*;” „ vifiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children, unto 
e the third and fourth generation of them 
ce who hate him;“ bur ſhewing © mercy 
to thouſands of them that love him and 
„ keep his commandments.” 


—Ix the leader and commander of Iſ- 
rael, behold, once more, a man exalted 
far above all temporary, all ſelfiſh con- 
cerns; occupied only with the intereſts of 
truth and juſtice, with the duties of his 
ſtation, the proſperity of his charge, the 
glory of Him who had conferred it upon 
him. In this laſt object his whole ſoul is 


* Ex. xxxiv. 6, 7. 


t Ex. xx. 5, 6. 
abſorbed. 
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abſorbed. He walks already on air, and 
beholds the world under his feet; but for- 
gets not that he 1s yet in it, and that in 
every ſtate, and at every period of exiſ- 
tence, a rational being may promote, and 
ought to be ſtudying how he may beſt pro- 
mote, the honour of his Creator, by admi- 
niſtring juſtice, or extending mercy to his 
fellow creatures. Conſider him well; 
and, in your ſphere, with the means and 
ability you enjoy, go and do likewiſe—and 
God grant us all wiſdom to know and do 
what is well-pleaſing in his ſight. 
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NUM. XXXV. 9—15. 


AND THE LORD SPAKE UNTO MOSES, SAYING, 


SPEAK UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, 
AND SAY UNTO THEM, WHEN YE BE COME 
OVER JORDAN, INTO THE LAND Or CA- 
NAAN; THEN YE SHALL APPOINT YOU ei- 
TIES, TO BE CITIES OF REFUGE FOR YOU; 
THAT THE SLAYER MAY FLEE THITHER 
WHICH KILLETH ANY PERSON AT UN- 
AWARES. AND THEY SHALL BE UNTO YOU 
CITIES FOR REFUGE FROM THE AVENGER; 
THAT THE MANSLAYER DIE NOT, UNTIL 
HE STAND BEFORE THE CONGREGATION IN 
JUDGMENT. AND OF THESE CITIES WHICH 
YE SHALL GIVE, SIX CITIES SHALL YE 
HAVE FOR REFUGE. YE SHALL GIVE THREE 
CITIES: ON THIS SIDE JORDAN, AND THREE 
CITIES SHALL YE GIVE IN THE LAND OF 
CANAAN, WHICH SHALL BE CITIES OF RE- 
FUGE. THESE SIX CITIES SHALL BE A RE- 
FUGE BOTH FOR THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, 
AND FOR THE STRANGER, AND FOR THE 
$SOJOURNER AMONG THEM; THAT EVERY 
ONE THAT KILLETH ANY PERSON UN- 
AWARES MAY FLEE THITHER, | 
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UMAN laws are, generally, the re- 
{ult of experience, not the provi- 
ſion of foreſight. Occaſion dictates the 
encouragement to be given, the reſtraint 
to be impoſed, the puniſhment to be in- 
flicted. The multiplication of new and 
extraordinary caſes, muſt, of courſe, ſwell 
the ſize of the ſtatute book. Through 
change of circumſtances, ſome inſtitutes 
muſt fink into diſuſe and oblivion, and 
others riſe into exiſtence and force. Hence 
the variety, the oppoſition, the contradic- 
tion, of different codes of law, not only in 
different countries, but in the ſame coun- 
try, at different periods. 


THERE are, at the ſame time, certain 
general and fixed principles of law, appli- 
cable to every ſtate of ſociety; which, 
founded in eternal, unchangeable, truth 
and juſtice, are in perpetual force, and 
of univerſal obligation. Diveſted of every 
thing arbitrary, local and temporary, they 
addreis themſelves to the underſtanding 


and conſcience of every man, and irreſiſti- 
„ bl y 
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bly carry conviction with them. The 
genius, the character, and the progreſs of 
any people, a ſagacious Obſerver will be 
able to trace, with tolerable accuracy, in 
their legiſlation, in their inſtitutions politi- 
cal and religious; for thoſe of a moral ten- 
dency never vary. It is eaſy to diſcern 
in the ſpirit of the laws, what is the ſpirit 


of the nation; to diſcern whether liberty 


or diſpotiſm, moderation or tyranny 1s 
predominant. 


Bur the conſtitution of the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael poſſeſſes diſtinctive fea- 


tures. It was formed by Divine Wiſdom, 


long before it had a local reſidence where- 
in to att. The laws by which Canaan 
was to be governed, were enacted in the 
wilderneſs. Preſcience made proviſion 
for caſes, which could not as yet have 
ariſen, Republican equality was blended 
with abſolute unlimited Theocracy ; a li- 
berty and a ſovereignty were eſtabliſhed, 
in perfect harmony, and yet both to their 
utmoſt extent. The Levitical part of the 


1 things. 


conſtitution was adapted to this ſtate of 
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things. The prieſthood, in reſpect of 
property and poſſeſſion, was reduced be- 
low the level of their brethren; while 
by their office and employments, by the 
homage paid, and the proviſion made for 
them, they were raiſed above their fellows. 
They were appointed to miniſter at the 
altar of God; and it was his will, and 


it was reaſonable, that they ſhould live 
by it. 


ONE of the laſt public ſervices in 
which Moſes was employed, is the ſettle- 
ment of this branch of the political eco- 
nomy,—the eſtabliſhment of religion, 
without which, no ſtate can long exiſt ; 
and the appointment ofa moderate, but cer- 
tain, and ſteady proviſion, for it's miniſters. 


ForTy and eight cities, in all, with their 
ſuburbs, and an extent of territory around 
every one, not exceeding two thouſand 
cubits, in all directions, were to be ſet 
apart for the tribe of Levi, and diſtribut- 
ed by lot. As the lot was ſpecially or- 
dered,by Divine Providence, the diſperſion 

of 


* 
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of this tribe over the whole land, there 
is good reaſon to believe, God in wiſdom 


over-ruled, favourably to the exerciſe of 


their ſacred function. Of their other pri- 
vileges and immunities, we are not now 
led to treat, The words which we have 
read, limit our attention to an inſtitution, 
in many reſpe&s, ſingular, and unexam- 
pled, in the hiſtory of mankind—the ap- 
pointment of ſix of the Levitical cities, as 
places of refuge for the unintentional, and 
therefore leſs criminal, manſlayer. Re- 
ſpecting this inſtitution, and it's reaſon 
and deſign, the following particulars re- 
commend themſelves to our notice. 


THE proviſion, which is here made, re- 
fers to a caſe of ſingular importance to ſo- 
ciety; on which, indeed, the very being 
of ſociety depends—the ſecurity of human 
life againſt violence. To take away the 
life of another, is the moſt atrocious of- 
fence which man can commit againſt 
man. The laws of every well-regulated 
community have, accordingly, marked it 
as the object of juſt vengeance, laying, 


in 
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in the Janguage of the ſupreme Legiſlator, 
«© Wholo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
4e ſhall his blood be ſhed.” But into the 
commiſſion of this offence, as of every 
other, circumſtances of aggravation, or 
of alleviation may enter; and every wiſe 
legiſlator will take theſe into conſidera- 
tion; adapting the degree of puniſhment 
to the degree of criminality, diſtinguiſh- 
ing the action, as connected with, or ſe- 
parated from, the intention. To the wilful 
and deliberate murderer, no place was to 
ſerve as a ſanctuary; to him, the altar it- 
{elf was tgafford no protection. But a man 
may deprive his neighbour of life, without 
incurring the guilt of murder; and it 
muſt be imputed to him as a calamity, 
not as a crime. To meet ſuch a caſe, the 
proviſion in queſtion was made; and a 
refuge was provided for both the citizen, 
and the ſtranger, who might“ unawares,” 
without malice or intention, occaſion the 
death of another. 


Turs refuge, however, was not wholly 


unreſtricted, but ſubject to a variety of 
| regu- 
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regulations, all calculated powerfully to 
impreſs on the minds of the people, an 
awful ſenſe of the value put on the life 
of man, by the Great Legiſlator: and to 
ſerve as a caution not only againſt deli- 
berate violence, but even againſt care leſſ- 
neſs and inattention, where the life of 
another was concerned. Blood lies hea- 
vily, as it ought, on the head of him who 
ſheddeth it, however innocently; and 
the conſciouſneſs of it will ever be felt, as 
a ſevere puniſhment, by a ſenſible heart, 
though no judge ariſe to avenge it. But, 
puniſhment, to a certain degree, was 1n- 
flicted on the manſlayer, by the very ſta- 
tute which appointed the refuge; and to 
the uneaſy reflections, ariſing from having 
been the unwilling inſtrument of a man's 
death, were ſuperadded alarming appre- 
henſions, and painful reſtraints. 


T nE firſt regulation, limited the num- 
ber of theſe cities to fix, for the whole 
commonwealth of Iſrael. Hence, an eſcape 
to a place of refuge muſt, in many its 
ſtances, have been effected throu zh much 


danger, 
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danger, exertion, and labour; and the un- 
happy fugitive muſt frequently have felt 
all the bitterneſs of death, in his ſolicitude 
to flee from it. Thus, while the finger 
of mercy pointed to the ſtrong hold of 
ſafety, the voice of juſtice exclaimed, 
« flee for thy life, look not behind thee, 
e Jeſt thou periſh ; behold the avenger of 
blood is at thy heels.“ | 


Bor that the danger, and the anxiety 
reſulting from it, might be diminiſhed, as 
far as the limited number of the cities 
would admit, it was determined by the 
lot, that theſe ſhould be diſperſed, at the 
moſt commodious diſtances over the 
country; and it was expreſsly provided 
that three of them ſhould be on each ſide 
the Jordan, in order to facilitate, and 
to ſecure eſcape, at the ſeaſons when that 
river overflowed it's banks, and rendered 
a paſſage tedious, difficult, or impractica- 
ble. In the ſame view, it has been af- 
firmed, and ſeems probable, that the 
roads which led to theſe cities were form- 
ed, and maintained, at the public expence, 
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and that their breadth was very conſider- 
able; that every obſtruction was removed 
out of the way, bridges were thrown over 
interpoſing ſtreams, and when roads hap- 
pened to croſs, or ſeparate, an index, in- 
ſcribed with the word Refuge, pointed out 
the right courſe. And thus, an inſtitution 
humane in it's deſign, was rendered 


more ſo, by the manner in which it was 
obſerved. 


Bor again, the city was, in the firſt 
inſtance, to ſerve only as a temporary re- 
fuge, and afforded ſhelter only till en- 
quiry was made into the fact, and till 
judgment was ſolemnly given between 
the manſlayer and the avenger of blood, 
upon evidence adduced. If criminal in- 
tention was proved, there was no remedy, 
blood demanded blood, the priſoner muſt 
be delivered up into the hands of juſtice. 
If otherwiſe, publick protection was 
granted, and he was reſtored to his refuge, 
The ordinance having it in view, not to 
prevent and ſuppreſs the truth, but to 
bring it openly and fully to light, 
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THe innocence of the proſecuted party 
having been made clearly to appear, he 
was reſtored, indeed, to his refuge, but it 
became, at the ſame time, his priſon. Ex- 
iled from his native poſſeſſion, and from 
all that rendered it dear; doomed to hve 
among ſtrangers, to ſubſiſt on their boun- 
ty, perhaps to feel their unkindneſs or 
neglect, he muſt drag out a comfortleſs 
exiſtence, to an unknown, uncertain pe- 
riod; or ſtir abroad under conſtant appre- 
heénſion, and hazard of his life. And con- 
finement is ſtill confinement, though in 
a place f ſafety, a city of refuge: and 
ignorance and uncertainty reſpecting the 
termination of our miſery, are bitter in- 
gredients in the cup of affliction. © It 
*« may outlaſt life,” ſad thought ! or 
% conſume the beſt and moſt valuable 
portion of my days. Unhappy that I 
am, to have introduced mourning into 
© my neighbour's family, and deſolated 
* my own. Though I feel not the pangs 
&« of remorſe, my heart is torn with thoſe 
of regret; and blood, though ſhed wich- 
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« out a crime, is a burden too heavy for 
% me to bear.” 


THe laſt regulation, on record, reſpect- 


ing this ſubject, was a permiſſion to the 


hapleſs manſlayer to ** return into the 
“land of his poſleſſion,” on the death of 
the high prieſt. The reaſon of this ordi- 
nance does not appear; but it contains 
a circumſtance very affecting to the pri- 
ſoner himſelf, and affecting to all Iſrael. 
His releaſe from confinement could be 
purchaſed, only by death, the death of 
another; and that, not of an ordinary ci- 
tizen, but of the moſt dignified, and re- 
ſpectable character, in the Republick. The 
weight of blood innocently ſhed, was at 
length to be removed ; but how? Not 
by the demiſe of him who ſhed it, but of 
* the high prieſt which ſhould be in 
{+ thoſe days.” And may we not ſuppoſe 
a refugee of ſenſibility, looking forward 
to this event, with the mixed emotions of 


hope, and of forrow ? The very cauſe of his 


enlargement, makes it to partake of the 


nature of a puniſhment. He dares hardly 
with 
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wiſh for liberty, for it involved guilt 
deeper than what already lay upon his 
head; deliberate deviſing the death of his 
neighbour, and taking pleaſure in it. 


Now, if guiltleſs homicide, ſubjected 
the perpetrator of it to ſuch accumulated 
danger, anxiety, and diſtreſs, how atroci- 
ous, in the fight of God, muſt wilful mur- 
der be? And how facred, in the fight of 
man, ought to be the life of his brother, 
and every thing relating to it's preſerva- 
tion and comfort, his health, his peace, 
his reputation? To attack him in any of 
theſe reſpects, is to level a blow at his 
head, or, where he feels more ſenſibly 
ſtill, at his heart. 


LE us review this laſt of the Moſaic 
inſtitutions, and mark it's reference to a 
clearer, and more explicit diſpenſation : 
for it, too, is evidently © a ſhadow of good 
things to come.“ 


Tux flying manſlayer” is an affect- 
ing repreſentation, of what every man is 


by 


* 
* 
5 
* 
35 
u. 
7 
* 
* 
* 
4 
> 
* 
«+4 
* 
4% 
i 
1 
K 
= of . 
£ 
1 
* 4 
3 
pa 
A 
3 
* 
13 
> 
— 
* 
oo 
A 
— 
* 
* 


a 
: 


„ * 
s 
: | 


* . . F Z CF» 8.5 
. „ r % 
* 


LECT. v.] HISTORY OF MOSES, 115 


by nature, and by wicked works; an un- 
happy creature, who has offended againſt 
his brother, has violated the laws of ſo- 
ciety, has broken his own peace of mind, 
and trampled on the divine authority, not 
only accidentally and unintentionally, but 
deliberately, preſurptuouſly. His con- 


# ſcience, ** like the troubled ſea,” cannot 


reſt. What he feels is dreadful, what he 
fears is infinitely worſe. With trembling 
Cain, he apprehends, that every one who 
meeteth him will ſlay him: his multiplied 
crimes cry out of the ground for ven— 
geance upon his head while eternal, in- 
flexible juſtice, like ** the avenger of 
blood,“ purſues him to the death. To 
flee from, or to endure the wrath of an 
offended God, is equally impoſtible. All 


nature is up in arms againſt him; he is 


| become a terror to himtelf; the king of 


terrors aims his fatal dart, and hell follows 
after. 


—THE refuge“ provided by this ſta- 
tute, for the unhappy man who had de- 
ſtroyed his brother, and troubled his own 
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ſoul, prefigures the remedy preſcribed, by 


infinite wiſdom, for the recovery of a loſt 


periſhing world—that diſpenſation of Di- 
vine Providence in which ““ mercy and 


„ truth are met together, righteouſneſs 


„and peace have kiſſed each other.” 
Fear not, guilty creature, there 1s hope 
concerning thee; thou ſhalt not die. The 
God whom thou haſt offended, even He, 
© hath found out a ranſom;” He hath 
laid help on One who is mighty to ſave, 
e even to the uttermoſt, them who come 
* unto God through Him.“ Ceaſe from 
the anxious enquiry, ** Who ſhall aſcend 
„ into * Heaven to bring Chriſt down 
* from above? Who ſhall deſcend into 
the deep to bring up Chriſt again from 
e the dead?” „Ihe Word is nigh thee,” 
and in this Word, ** the Lord brings 
© near his righteouſneſs,” and his ſalva- 
tion. The name of JEHovan is as a 
ſtrong tower, whoſo runneth into it is 


ſafe. Prophets, apoſtles, evangeliſts, with 


one accord, point to the ſanctuary, ſaying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it.“ 
„ Turn ye to the ſtrong hold, ye priſoners 
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« of hope.” Here is © an high way”— 
« the way-faring men, though fools, ſhall 
% not err therein.” The Saviour him- 
ſelf proclaims, ** Look to me, and be 
„% ſaved.” *+ Him that cometh unto me, 
« will in no wile caſt out.” 


—THE very act of flying from *“ the 
ce avenger of blood,” argued a conſciouſ- 
neſs of criminality, and an apprehenſion 
of danger; and the courſe, directed to a 
city of refuge, indicated a knowledge of 
it's appointment, and of the privileges per- 
taining to it. In this we behold the cha- 
rater of the convinced, penitent ſinner, 
condemned of his own conſcience, {tripped 
of every plea of ſelf-righteouſneſs, alarmed 
with the terrors of the wrath to come,” 
encouraged by the declarations of the 


$ mercy of God in Chriſt, apprehending 


* falvation in no other,” perceiving no 
way to eſcape but this, he flees ** for re- 
* fuge to lay hold of the hope ſet before 
him,“ even to Him who is mighty 
* to ſave;“ to that ** blood which tpeak- 
eth better things than the blood of 
I 2. „ Abel;” 
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& Abel; to the Lamb of God, who 
« taketh away the ſin of the world;” 
ſaying, in the words of the Pſalmiſt, 0 
Lord, thou art my refuge; return unto 
thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee.” —** In Je- 
& hovah alone have I righteouſneſs and 
e ſtrength ;” „he alſo is become my ſal- 
„vation.“ 


Tux ſafety of the manſlayer depend- 
ed, not on having arrived at, but on re- 
maining in, the city of his refuge. To 
leave it prematurely, was as fatal as to be 
overtaken on the way that led to it. The 
grace of the Goſpel, in like manner, is 
extended, not to him who, convinced of 
ſin, and trembling with apprehenſion of 
judgment to come, has fled for refuge to 
the great Propitiation for fin, but to him 
who abideth in Chriſt. As there is 3 
*« believing to the ſaving of the ſoul;” ſo 
there is a drawing back unto perdi- 
„ tion:” and no man having put his 
* hand to the plough, and looking 
„ back, is fit for the kingdom of God.“ 

| : Hence 
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. Hence the ſolemn injunction and warning 

of Chriſt himſelf, “ Abide in me, and I 
, “ in you if a man abide not in me, 
* &« he is caſt forth as a branch, and is wi— 
3 e thered: and men gather them, and caſt 
. « them into the fire, and they are burn- 


„ d.“ He that endureth unto the 
« end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved.” The 
Great Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our 
profeſſion © lives for ever;“ there is there- 
fore ** no more going out: —“ In return- 
* ing and reſt ſhall we be ſaved, in 
„ quietneſs and confidence ſhall be oug 
„ ſtrength.” 


5 Eur ſanctuary provided and opened, 
of | equally for the diſtreſſed Iſraelite, and for 


; 6 E the ſtranger,” is a happy prefiguration 

of the indiſcriminating mercy, the unh- 

aim mited extenſion, of the goſpel falvation, 

” g In Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were 
0 


** far off, are made nigh by the blood of 
* Chriſt, For He is our peace, who 
* hath made both one, and hath broken 
** down the middle wall of partition be- 
{* tween us.” —He ** came and preached 
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te peace to you which were far off, and to 
„ them that were nigh; and through 
„Him we both have an acceſs by one 
„ Spirit, unto the Father.” The Goſpel 
of Chriſt is “the power of God unto 
„ falvation, to every one that believeth, 
„ to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek.” 
It announces “ glory, honour, and peace, 
* to every man that worketh good, to 
the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile.” 
For there is no reſpect of perſons with 
« God.” Bleſſed diſpenſation, which 
hath aboliſhed all invidious diſtinctions! 
+ where k Here is neither Greek nor Jew, 
© circumciſion nor uncircumciſion, bar- 
„ barian, Scythian, bond nor free, but 
« Chriſt is all and in all!” Who art 
thou then, O man, who “ judgeſt thy 
brother? or why doſt thou ſet at nought 
„ thy brother?” He is a man like thy- 
ſelf, a criminal as thou art; for him alſo 
Chriſt died, and for his admiſſion, as for 
thine, the door of mercy ſtands open, the 
city of refuge ſtrengthens it's walls, and 
expands it's gates, 

| I coNn- 
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I concLUuDE with ſuggeſting a few 
hints, which may ſerve toevince the glo- 
rious ſuperiority of the object prefigured, 
over the figure; of the very image of 
the things,” above the ſhadow of good 
«things to come.” — The inſtitution, un- 
der review, was a proviſion for one parti- 
cular ſpecies of offence and diſtreſs, and 
for a caſe which could occur but in rarer 
inſtances. Indeed the whole hiſtory of 
Iſrael furniſhes not a ſingle one. But the 
proviſions of the“ better covenant—eſta- 
„ bliſhed upon better promiſes,” extend to 
every ſpecies, and toevery inſtance, of guilt 
and miſery. They are made not only for 
the heedleſs and the unfortunate, the weak 
and the helpleſs, but for the ſtout-hearted 
and preſumptuous, for deliberate offenders 
and back{liding children, for the very chief 
of ſinners. Whatever, O man, be thy pe- 
culiar © weight, and the fin that doth more 
s eaſily beſet thee;” whatever the plague 
* of thine heart,“ or the error of thy life, 
behold © help laid for thee on One mighty 
& to ſave.” © Behold the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the fin of the world.” 


I 4 Hear, 
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Hear, and accept his kind invitation, 
„Come to me, all ye that labour and are 
„ heavy laden, and J will give you reſt.” 
& Look to me and be ſaved all the ends 
© of the earth.“ „ Him that cometh 
% unio me ] will in no wiſe caſt out.” 


Tux cities of Iſrael ſerved as a tem- 
porary reprieve, from a ſentence . of 
death, which, though the hand of the 
* avenger”” was reſtrained, the hand of 
nature was ſpeedily to execute. The man- 
layer might be overtaken by it, in the 
very city of his refuge. But the believer's 


ſecurity, under the goſpel, never fails, 


never terminates. He is“ paſſed from 
death unto life; he ſhall never periſh.” 
„ There is no condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus.” © Who ſhall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elec ? 
It is God that juſtificth : Who is he that 
„ condemneth * It is Chriſt that died, yea 
rather that is rifen again.” —“ 1 give 
„ unto them eternal life, and they ſhall 
© never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of my hand: my Father which 

$674 V! % gave 
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« gave them me is greater than all, and 
none is able to pluck them out of my 
« Father's hand.” — Under the law, the 
death of the high prieſt, the final era of 
\ © releaſe to the manſlayer, was an event 
entirely caſual, often diſtant, always un- 
certain. Under the goſpel, that death, 
which is the ſinner's deliverance, the ſoul's 
ranſom, is an event for ever preſent, per- = 
petually producing it's effect. Chriſt, “by 1 
„ oue—eftering, hath perfecte for ever '' 
- © © them that are ſanctified.“ „This man, 
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> © © becauſe he continueth ever, hath an 
3 „ unchangeable prieſthood.“ 

1 4 „WIE ought, therefore, to give the 
3 / 


* © more earneſt heed to the things which | 
we have heard, leſt at any time we let | 
* them ſlip.” For if the intentional mur- | 
derer was to be dragged from God's altar, ; | 
to ſuffer the puniſhment of his crime; [ 
/ 
| 
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and if the manſlayer, who deſpiſed and 


F neglected his refuge, fell a juſt ſacrifice 1 
N to the reſentment of * the avenger of 15 
= blood,” and to his own preſumption, | 1 
and neglect of the merciful ordinance of Rl 

| God; 1 
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God; „ How ſhall we eſcape, if we neg- 
„ lect ſo great ſalvation ?*” „He that de- 
e fpiſed Moſes' law died without mercy, 
c under two or three witneſſes: Of how 
* much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 


* ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 


* trodden under foot the Son of God, 
4 and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
& nant, wherewith he was ſanctified, an 
© unholy thing, and hath done deſpite 
«© unto the Spirit of grace?“ “ For if we 
& fin wilfully, after that we have received 
** the knowledge of the truth, there re- 


© maiffeth no more ſacrifice for fins, but 


«a certain fearful looking for of judg- 
© ment, and fiery indignation, which ſhall 
* devour the adverſaries. It is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
«© God*,.” Seek ye the Lord while he 
e may be found, call ye upon him while 
« he is near, Let the wicked forſake 
„ his way, and the unrighteous man his 
« thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
« him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
* Heb. x. 28, 29.— 26, 27—3I. 
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& dantly pardon “.“ Behold, now is 
e the accepted time; behold, now is the 
&« day of falvationf.” * Return ye back- 
& ſliding children, and I will heal your 
e backſlidings; behold we come unto thee, 
& for thou art the Lord our God. Truly 
& jn vain is ſalvation looked for from the 
&« hills, and from the multitude of moun- 
e tains: truly in the Lord our God is the 
« ſalvation of Iſrael .“ 


* Ifaiah lv. 6, 7. + 2 Cor, vi. 2. 
1 Jer. iii. 22, 23. 
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AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THE FORTIETH 
YEAR, IN THE ELEVENTH MONTH, ON THE 
FIRST DAY OF THE MONTH, THAT MOSES 
SPAKE UNTO THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, 
ACCORDING UNTO ALL THAT THE LORD 
HAD GIVEN HIM IN COMMANDMENT UN= 
TO THEM, 


wo — "» 

— on. EEE hoo * 
—— 
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« Where is that thrift, that avarice of time, 
© O glorious avarice ! thought of death inſpires?” 
; YouNG. 


EHOLD this honourable thrift, this 


1 

glorious avarice, exemplified in that | 

moſt amiable and excellent of mankind, . 1 
Moſes, the man of God, who has conde- | 
ſcended to be ſo long our inſtructor and * 
our guide. He is now in the laſt month Nt 
of his earthly exiſtence ; he 1s “ ready to 1 
* be offered up; the time of his departure WW 
* is at hand;” and an illuſtrious inſtance il 
his Ni 

ny 
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his laſt days exhibit, of how much may 
be done in a little time. Within the com- 
paſs of that month, that little month, 
all the words of this book were ſpoken in 
the ears of all Iſrael, aud were committed 
to writing. The decree, the irreverſible 
decree had gone forth, he knew that he 
muſt die; he therefore ſets himſelf to re- 
deem the time, and ſeeing that his days 
are now few, not one of them ſhall be 
ſpent in vain. 


THE tide which carried him along, to 
the world of ſpirits, is haſtening to finiſh 
our courle, to add us to the number of 
thoſe who were, but are no more. Ano- 
ther month, a little month, muſt cloſe 
our review of the life and writings of 
Moſes. A ſtill ſhorter period may cloſe 
our worldly career ; and when we part, it 
is to meet no more, till * the dead, ſmall 
* and great, ſtand before God.” Let us 
then ſeize the moments as they fly, and 
redeem our time. Let us drink into the 
ſpirit of Moſes, and learn of him how to 
live, and how to die. 


WE 
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WE ſee here a man living cheerfully, 
living uſefully, to the laſt. Two different, 
and indeed oppoſite feelings, are apt to 
betray men into the ſame practical error, 
that of miſpending their time, and neg- 
lecting their opportunities—the confi- 
dence of living long, on the one hand 
the near proſpect of death, on the other. 
What we imagine it is in our power to do 
when we pleaſe, we are in great danger of 
never doing at all; and we feel the re— 
morſe of occaſion for ever loſt, ere we are 
well awake from the dream, of a ſeaſon 
continually at our diſpoſal ; and it is but 
too common, when thus overtaken, diſ- 
concerted, and confuſed, to give up our 
work in deſpair. Having much to do, 
and the time being ſhort, we fit down, 
and Jament our folly, and do nothing. 
Preſumption betrays us to-day, diffidence 
and deſpondency deſtroy us to-morrow. 


Bur, in the laſt weeks of Moſes's life, 
we diſcover nothing of the indecent hurry 
of a man conſcious of neglect, and eager 
to repair it. He neither runs nor loiters ; 


but 
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but walks with the ſteadineſs and dignity 
of one, whoſe ſtrength is as hisday ; who 
has a labour preſcribed, and ability to 
perform it. In his youth, we have a pat- 
tern of generoſity, and public ſpirit, and 
courage, and greatneſs of mind; in his 
manhood, of wiſdorn, of diligence, of per- 
ſeverance, of fidelity; and now, in his old 
age, of calmneſs, of devotion, of ſupe- 
riority to the world, of heavenly minded- 
neſs. 


OBSERVE the excellency of his ſpirit, at 


this period, a little more particularly. He 
ſet a proper value upon life. He deſired 
it's continuance, with the feelings natural 
to a man; he prized it as the gift of God, 
as the precious ſeaſon of acting for God, of 
obſerving and improving the ways of his 
providence, of doing good to men, of pre- 
paration for eternity. He prayed for it's 
prolongation, without fearing it's end; and 
he, thereby, reproves that raſhneſs which 
expoſes life to unneceſſary danger, that in- 
temperance which waſtes and ſhortens, 

and 
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that indolence and liſtleſsneſs which diſ- 
ſipate it; and that vice and impiety which 
clothe death with terror. 


lx Moſes, we have a bright example of 
genuine patriotiſm. That moſt reſpect- 
able quality appeared in him early, and 


When he was come to years, he refuſed 
© © to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's daugh- 
E « ter; chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction 
| with the people of God, than to enjoy 
; e the pleaſures of ſin for a feaſon*.” For 

© Iſrael's ſake he was willing to encounter 
: a thouſand dangers, to endure a thouſand 
© hardſhips. For them he braved the wrath 
: of a king, ſacrificed his eaſe, conſented 
| to be blotted out of God's book. For 
E | them he laboured, faſted, prayed; in their 
5 | ſervice was his life ſpent, and his dying 
t | breath was poured out in pronouncing 
l bleſſings upon them. If it went well with 


Their unkindneſs and ingratitude excited 


* Heb. xi. 24, 25» 
VoL.'Y. K : no 


ſhone moſt conſpicuouſly at the laſt. 
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no reſentment in, his breaſt, When they 
rebelled he was grieved, when they were 
threatened he trembled, when they ſuf- 
fered he bled, when they were healed he 
rejoiced. O how his temper and conduct 
reprove that pride, which perpetually aims 


at aggrandizing ſelf, which muſt have 


every thing bend and yield to it, which is 
ready to ſacrifice thouſands to it's own 
humour or advantage; that ſelfiſhneſs 
which graſps all, ſets every thing to ſale, 
and refuſes to be aſhamed ! 


ThE generoſity, and diſintereſtedneſs of 
Moſes, eminently adorned the cloſe of his 
life. He was a father, and had all the 
feclings of that tender relation. It was 
natural for him to wiſh, and expect, that 
his ſons ſhould be dit inguiſhed after his 


death, ſhould be the heirs of his honour, 
ſhould ſucceed to his authority. An or- 


dinary man, would have been diſpoſed to 
employ the power which he poſſeſſed to 
build up, to enrich, to ennoble his own 
family; but the will of God was de— 
clared, Joſhua was the choice of Hea- 

ven; 
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yen; Joſhua his ſervant, one of another 
family, of another tribe. In this appoint- 
ment Moſes rejoices, he adopts Joſhua as 
his ſon, as his aſſociate; ſees him riſe 
with complacency, puts his honour upon 
him: and thereby expoſes to ſhame, that 
littleneſs of ſoul which enviouſly repreſſes 
riſing merit ; that vice of age which can 
diſcern nothing wiſe and good in the 
young; that tenaciouſneſs of power, 
which would communicate no advantage 
with another. 


WHarT anxiety does the good man diſ- 
cover, that Iſrael ſhould act wiſely, and 
go on proſperouſly after his death! There 
is no end to his admonitions and inſtruc 
tions. By word, by writing, by inſinua— 
tion, by authority, in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, of love, of parental care, he cautions, 
he warns, he remonſtrates. Men natu- 


p rally love to be miſled, to be enquired 
after, to be longed for; but it was the 
delight of Moſes, in his departing mo— 
ments, that his place was already ſup- 
| plied, that the congregation would not 
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miſs their leader, that Joſhua ſhould hap- 
pily accompliſh, what he had happily 
begun. Selfiſh men enjoy the proſpect 
of the diſorder and miſchief which their 
departure may occaſion. - Moſes foreſaw 
the revolt of Iſrael after his deceaſe, and 
it was the grief and bitterneſs of his 
heart. 


In Moſes, we have an inſtructive in- 
| Nance of that continuance in well doing, 
that perſeverance unto the end, which 
finds a duty for every: day, for every 
hour; which accounts nothing done, ſo 
long as any thing remains to be done; 
which cheerfully ſpends, and 1s ſpent, 
for the ſervice of God, and the good of 
mankind. Age is ready to put in it's 
claim, when honour is expected, and ad- 
vantage to be reaped; and is as ready to 
plead it's exemption, when ſervice is re- 
quired, danger is to be encountered, and 
hardſhip undergone. But while Moſes 
diſcovers the utmoſt readineſs, to ſhare 
with another, the emolument and the re- 
ſpect of his office, the trouble and the fa- 
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tigue of it, he, with equal cheerfulneſs, 
undertakes and ſupports to the very laſt. 


In the whole of his temper and conduct, 
we have an enſample which at once admo- 
niſhes, reproves, and encourages us. May 
we not, after conſidering the noble and ex- 
cellent ſpirit which he diſcovered through 
the courſe, and at the cloſe of life, contem- 
plate the probable ſtate of his mind, in 
reviewing the paſt, and in ſurveying the 
proſpect before him: both affording un- 
ſpeakable comfort; but neither wholly 
exempted from pain. 


PLEASANT it muſt have been to reflect, 
1. On his miraculous preſervation in in- 
fancy. To what dangers was I then 
* expoled? Doomed to periſh by the 
“ ſword, from my mother's womb. Con- 


* cealed by fond parents for three months, 


** at the peril of their life, as well as my 
* own, Committed at length to the 
* mercileſs ſtream, a prey to manifold 
* deaths—the roaring tide, hunger, the 
* monſters of the river, contending which 
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«* ſhould deftroy me. But I was precious 
jn the fight of God. No plague came 
„ nigh me; no evil befel me. The 
daughter of the tyrant, ſaved me from 
the rage of the tyrant. The houſe of 
Pharaoh became my ſanctuary. The 
„ munificence of a princeſs, recompenſed 
the oices of maternal tenderneſs. 1 
& knew not then to whom I was indebted 
for protection, from what ſource my 
* comforts flowed : Let age and conſciouſ- 
% neſs acknowledge with wonder and gra- 
< titude, the benefits conferred on infant 
* helpleſſneſs and infirmity ; let my dy- 
* ing breath utter His praiſe, who pre- 
„ ſerved me from periſhing; as ſoon as! 
began to breathe.” 


2. May we not ſuppoſe the holy man 
of God, by an eaſy tranſition, proceeding 
to meditate, on deliverance from {till 
greater danger, danger that threatened 
his moral life—the ſnares of a court? 
« Flattered and careſſed as the ſon of 
* Pharaoh's daughter, brought up in all 
'* the learning of the Egyptians, having 

« all 
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« all the treaſures in Egypt at my com- 
« mand, at an age when the paſſions, 
&« which war againſt the ſoul, are all 
« afloat—what riſk did I run of forget- 
e ting myſelf, of forgetting my people, 
« of forgetting my God? But the grace 
« of the Moſt High prevented me. I 
«© endured as ſeeing him who is@101/ible. 
« I refuſed to be called the ſon of Pha- 
e raoh's daughter. I was not aſhamed 
eto be known for a ſon of Iſrael. I went 
e out to ſee the burdens of my brethren, 
„ I had compaſhon on them, and com- 
% forted them; not fearing the wrath 
* of a kimg, I ſinote him that did the 
e wrong, and ſaved the oppreſſed. I 
e choſe rather to ſuffer affliftion with the 
« fpeople of God, than to enjoy the plea- 
* ſures of fin for a ſeaſon. I eſteemed 
„ the reproach of Chriſt greater riches 
* than the treaſures in Egypt, To God 
i committed myſelf; and my virtue, 
* my religion, my honour, my inward 
peace, were all preſerved.” 
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3. War ſatisfaction mult it have yield- 
ed Moſes, in reviewing his life, to reflect 
on his having been made the honoured 
inſtrument, in the hand of Providence, 
for effecting the deliverance of an op- 
preſſed people? I found Iſrael labouring, 
„ groaning, expiring, in the furnace. I be- 


held the tears of them that were oppreſ- 
ſed, and they had no comforter; and 


* on the fide of their oppreſſors there was 
* power, but they had no comforter, 
« Their cry reached heaven, He who 
% made them, had mercy upon them. 
He was pleaſed to chooſe me out of all 
* the myriads of Iſrael, to bring them 
* out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
& houſe of bondage. He taught my 


„ ſtammering tongue to ſpeak plainly. 


He ſaid to my fearful heart be flrong. 


«© He armed me with his potent rod; 
and ſubjected the powers of nature to 
* my command. The oppreſſor was 
& cruſhed in his turn, and the o ppreſſed 
„went out free, full, and triumphant. 
* And to me, even unto me, it was given 
* to conduct this great, difficult, danger- 
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© ous, glorious enterprize; and Heaven 
© crowned it with ſucceſs.” 


4. How pleaſing to reflect, that the Spirit 
of God had employed him to commun1- 
cate ſo much valuable knowledge to man- 
kind! © To me was this grace given, to 
trace nature up to it's fource; to aſcend 
« from ſon to father, up to the general 
parent of the human race; to reſcue 
« from oblivion the ages beyond the flood, 
and to reſcue departed worth from the 
« darkneſs of the grave. By me theſe 
“ venerable men, though dead, ſpeak and 
& inſtruct the world. By me the being 
* and perfections, the works and ways, 
* the laws and deſigns of the Great Su- 
* preme ſtand unfolded; the plan and 
“ progreſs of his Providence, the ſyſtem 
* of Nature, the diſpenſation of Grace. 
« To my writings ſhall future ages and 
“generations reſort, for the knowledge of 
events paſt, and forthe promiſes and pre- 
* diftions of greater events yet to come. 
* The Spirit of the Lokxp ſpake by me, 
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« and his word was in my tongue, and 
ce the word of the LoRD endureth for ever.” 


5. Wrar delight muſt it have afforded, 
in reviewing the paſt, to revive the me- 
mory of communion with God, of ex- 
alted intercourſe with the Father of Spi- 
rits! * Bleſſed retirement from the noiſe 
© of the world, and from the ſtrife of 
* tongues; ſolitude infinitely more delict- 
sous than all ſociety ! Wilderneſs of Ho- 
© reb, ſchool of wiſdom, ſcene of calm and 
„ unmixed joy, in thee I learned to com- 
* mune with my own heart, forgot the ſen- 
&« ſual, unſatisfying delights of Egypt, ob- 
& ſerved the glories of nature, contemplated 
* the wonders of Providence, enjoyed the 
« viſions of the Almighty ! Happy days, 
when I tended the flocks of Jethro, 
* obeyed the dictates of inſpiration, and con- 
© verſed with my heavenly Father, as a 
„ man with his friend! I ſaw Him in 
"vn flaming yet unconſuming fire, I heard 
« his voice from the midſt of the burning 
„ buſh, my feet ſtood upon holy ground. 
* And thou, ſacred ſummit of Sinai, 
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«© where the Moſt High imparted to me 
„ the counſels of his will; ſupernaturally 
&« ſuſtained the feeble, mortal frame: irra- 
& diated my ſoul with the communications 
* of his love, and my countenance with 
beams of light, How can 1 forget thee, 
* and the forty hallowed days paſſed on 
e thee, in converſe more ſublime than 
ever before fell to the lot of humanity ! 
& To thee, ſacred ſtructure, reared ac- 
* cording to the pattern ſhewed me in the 
* mount, to thee I look in rapturous re- 
collection! Thou wert my refuge in 
* the hour of danger, In thee the aſſur- 
„ ances of divine favour and ſupport, 
* compenſated, extinguiſhed, the unkind- 
„ neſs of man. How often haſt thou been 
* to me a heaven upon earth!“ 


Bur a retroſpective view of life, muſt 
have preſented to Moſes, many objects 
painful and humiliating ; and bitter recol- 
lections muſt have mingled themſelves 
with the {weet.—The repeated defections 
of a ſtiff-necked and gainſaying people, 
whom no kindneſs could melt, no threat- 


enings 
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enings deter, no promiſe animate, no cala. 
mity ſubdue : a people who had requited 
the care of Heaven, with reiterated, unpro- 
voked rebellions ; and his own labours of 
love, with hatred, inſult and ingratitude, 
Painful it muſt have been to think, that 


he had ſurvived a whole people, endeared 


to him by every ſtrong, by every tender 
tie : that he had been gradually dying, for 
forty years together, in a condemned, de- 
voted race, which melted away before his 
eyes in the wilderneſs : that with his own 
hand he had ſtripped Aaron his brother of 
his pontifical garments, and cloſed his 
eyes.—Painful it muſt have been to re- 
flect on his own errors and imperfections. 


His criminal negle& of God's cove- 


nant, which had nearly coſt him his life ; 
his ſinful delay and reluctance to accept 
the divine commiſhon, appointing him the 
deliverer of Iſrael; the haſtineſs of his 
ſpirit, in defacing the work of God, by 
daſhing the tables of the law to the 
ground, and breaking them in pieces; 
the impatience of his temper, the unad- 
viſedneſs of his lips, the unguardedneſs of 
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his conduct, at the waters of ſtrife, which 
drew down diſpleaſure on his head, and 
irreverſibly doomed it to death, 


THis uneaſy retroſpect, would naturally 
lead to proſpects as uneaſy and diſtreſſing 
— The time of his departure is at hand; the 
body muſt ſpeedily be diſſolved, and the 
duſt return to the earth as it was. Againſt 
his admiſſion, Canaan is fenced as with a 
wall of fire, and a diſtant glimpſe muſt 
ſupply the room of poſſeſſion, and another 
muſt finiſh his work. Beſides the natural 
horror of death, there was mingled in 
that bitter cup, a particular ſenſe of per- 
ſonal offence, and of fatherly diſpleaſure, in 
inflicting it. Iſrael too, he foreſaw, would 
after his deceaſe, revolt more and more, and 
call down the judgments of Heaven, and 
forfeit the promiſed inheritance—and this 
was to him the bitterneſs of death. 


Bur by what brighter proſpects was this 


gloom relieved, and the darkneſs of the 


valley of the ſhadow of death illumi- 
nated ! He ſaw the promiſe of God haſten- 
ng 
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ing to it's accompliſhment. The land 
„flowing with milk and honey” was fully 
in view. The time, the ſet time was now 
come; and what powers of nature could 
prevent the purpoſe of Heaven from tak- 
ing effect; „O Lord, thou art faithful 
„and true; Do now as thou haſt ſaid.” 
Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant de- 
« part in peace, according to thy word, 


a a * N 5 2 l . ? 1 * 2 * 92 *. 
+ - by l * . + * CO M085 2 * e IT 2 * 3 8: „ W 2 . » 2 
r "(RAINS RR ; | 


« for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, 

« I have fought a good fight, I have finiſh- 

« ed my courſe, J have kept the faith. 

„My maſter is diſmiſſing me from pain- 

« ful ſeryige; I ſhall reſt from my labours; 3 

& 1] ſhall receive the crown. I am paſſ- ; 
nn 


ing from the imperfect, interrupted com- 
% munion of an earthly ſanctuary, to the 
pure, exalted, uninterrupted, everlaſt- 
ing, communications of the heavenly 
« ſtate. I ſhall /ee God as he is. I ſhall. 
& be changed into the ſame image, I 
& ſhall be ever with the Lord. I ſhall 
“ ſhine in his likeneſs.— I ſhall be added, 
united, to the aſſembly of the faithful; 
© to the venerable men of whom I wrote, 
* to Abel the firſt martyr of the truth; 
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« to Enoch, who wa/ked with God; to 
„Noah, the preacher of righteouſneſs ; to 
% Abraham, who believed, and was called 
« the friend of God; to Joſeph, whoſe 
© bones are now at length to reſt in the 
& land of promiſe; to Aaron, my brother, 
& by nature, by affection, in offence, in 
„hope. — With the natural eye I be- 
hold the fertile plains of an earthly 
« Canaan: but by the eye of faith I de- 
« {cry another country, that is an heavenly; 
„ watered with the pure river of the water 
„ of /[ife, where grow thetreesof life, whoſe 
&* leaves are for the healing of the nations: 
* where there is no more death. My bre- 
** thren, I de, but God will ſurely viſit you. 
ere ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, 
and a ſceptre ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, and 
* unto him ſhall the gathering of the. peo- 
„ ple be.—The Lord: thy God will raiſe 
* up unto thee a Prophet, from the midſi 
* of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; 
* unto him ſhall ye hearken. Tn the Lokp 
* ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſlified, 
* and ſhall glory. In Abraham's ſeed 
* ſhall all the nations of 2 the me ” bleſſed. 
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. 


Mortality is ſwallowed up of life; O 
© Death, where is thy ſtring? O Grave, 
+ where is thy victory? Thanks be to 
* God, who giveth us the victory.“ 


—* LET me die the death of the righ- 
„ teous, and let my laſt end be like his.” 
«© Mark the perfect man, and behold the 


K upright: for the end of that man is 
% peace.” 
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AND MOSES WENT AND SPAKE THESE WORDS 
* UNTO ALL ISRAEL. AND HE SAID UNTO 
” THEM, I AM AN HUNDRED AND TWENTY 
YEARS OD THIS DAY: I CAN NO MORE GO 
ob AND COME IN: ALSO THE LORD HATH 
SAID UNTO ME, THOU SHALT NOT GO OVER 
THIS JORDAN. THE LORD THY GOD, HE 
WILL GO OVER BEFORE THEE, ANDHE WILL 
DESTROY THESE NATIONS FROM BEFORE 
THEE, AND THOU SHALT POSSESS THEM: 
AND JOSHUA, HE SHALL GO OVER BEFORE 
THEE, AS THE LORD HATH SAID, 


HE laſt words, and the laſt actions, 
| of eminent men are remembered, 
| repeated, recorded, with a mournful plea- 
ſure. We liſten with peculiar attention 
to thoſe lips, which are to ſpeak to us no 
more: and the man, and the words, which 
we negleCted, while there was a proſpect 
of their continuing longer with us, we. | 
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prize, we cleave to, and wiſh to retain, 


when they are about to be taken away 


from us. Indeed we diſcover the value 


of nothing, till we are threatened with, 


or feel, the want of it; and we awaken 
to a ſenſe of the happineſs which we have 
poſſeſſed, by the bitter reflection, that it 
is gone from us for ever. | 


FARBWEL. addreſſes ſerve to rouſe both 
the ſpeaker, and the hearers. He is led 
to weigh well thoſe words which he is to 
have no future opportunity of altering, 
or of amending. His eyes, his voice, his 
turn of thought, his expreſſion, all will 
be influenced by the ſolemnity of his 
ſit uation; and what he feels, he will cer- 
tainly communicate to others. Where- 
fore is not every addreſs conſidered in this 
light; as a laſt, farewel, dying ſpeech? 
It may be ſo in truth; and if it were 
known to be fo, would our attention be 
ſo diſtracted, our ſpirit ſo careleſs ; would 
our language be thus cold, our zeal thus 
languid? Attend, my dear friends, and 
fellow mortals : this is beyond all contro- 


verly, 
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verſy, to ſome of us, the laſt opportunity 
of the kind. The ſound of this voice 
ſhall never again meet all thoſe ears in one 
place. It may be for ever ſilenced ; each 
of them may be for ever cloſed, and the 
ordinary tide of human affairs mult cer- 
tainly ſcatter this night, perſons who are 
never more to re-aſſemble, till that day, 
when the whole human race ſhall be ga- 
thered together, in one great multitude. 


Wr are come hither to ponder thy dy- 
„ing words, O Moſes, and to gird up our 
loins, and follow thee. 


Tuls whole book of Deuteronomy may 
be conſidered as a ſeries of powerful, pa- 
thetic, and tender addreſſes, delivered at 
different times, within the compaſs of the 
laſt month of his life, by Moſes to Iſrael, 
in the near and certain proſpect of diſſolu- 
tion. Art has attempted to divide it into 
ſo many ſeveral diſtin& heads, or branches, 


us forming together a complete body of in- 
nd | ſtruction, wonderfully adapted to the oc- 
ro- i 


caſion, and powerfully enforced upon the 
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minds of the hearers, by the death of their 
Teacher, which immediately followed. 


Tu firſt great branch, is a ſuccinct 
and animated hiſtorical detail, of the con- 
duct of the Divine Providence, towards 
them and their fathers, during the laſt 
forty years, commencing with their depar- 
ture out of Horeb, and containing an ac- 
count of their ſucceſſive movements and 
encampings. A recapitulation of the re- 
cent events of their own lives, and of 
what had befallen their immediate prede- 
ceſſors, waswbvioully calculated to excite 
emotions, ſuitable to their preſent condi- 
tion. A complete generation of men had 
melted away before their eyes, under the 
Divine diſpleaſure! Every removal, every 
encampment was marked by the death of 
multitudes, Who had fallen, not by the 
{word of the enemy, but who were cut off 


by the flaming ſword of divine juſtice, and 


Who were not ſuffered to enter into the 
land promiſed to their fathers, “ becauſe 


% of unbelief.“ 
THEY 
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THey ſaw in this, at once, the mercy 
and faithfulneſs, the juſtice and ſeverity 
of God. Iſrael was ſtill preſerved, but 
every fingle offender had died the death. 
The covenant, made with Abraham and 
his ſeed, ſtood firm, though they were 
threatened with utter extermination in 
Egypt, and were actually exterminated in 
the wilderneſs. The poſſeſſion of Canaan 
was made ſure to that choſen race, but 
not one of the murmurers at Kadeſhbar- 
nea, was permitted to ſurvive the threat- 
ened deſtruction. By an example that 
came ſo cloſely home to the breaſt and 
boſom of every man, all were admoniſhed 
of the abſolute ſecurity, and the infallible 
ſucceſs, of truſting in God, and of follow- 
ing the leadings of his providence; all 
were warned of the guilt and danger of 


diſobedience and diſtruſt. 


Ws ſee, in this, the reaſon why ſo great 
a proportion of the ſacred oracles, are deli- 
vered in the form of hiſtory. A fact makes 
it's way directly to the heart, it is eaſily 
remembered, and readily applied. It re- 
L 3 quires 
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quires depth of underſtanding, and cloſe- 
neſs of attention, to comprehend a doctrine, 
and to draw the proper inferences from it; 
bur the wayfaring man, though a fool,” 
can diſcernthe meaning, and feels the force, 
of a plain tale of truth, and the recollec- 
tion of yeſterday becomes a leſſon of con- 
duct for to-day. 


2dly. Tris veledictory addreſs of Moſes, 
conſiſts of a recapitulation of the laws mo- 
ral, ceremonial, political, and military, 
which he had already delivered to them, in 
the name of God. On this account, the 
diviſion of the Pentateuch under confidera- 
tion, has obtained the name of Mzſchna 
Thora, tranſlated by the Seventy ; Deute- 
ronomy, that is, the ſecond lau, or a repeti- 
tion of the law, The men were dead, who 


heard the voice of God ſpeaking theſe tre- 


mendous words from Sinai. The men of 
the preſent generation were unborn, or but 
emerging from childhood, when that fiery 
diſpenſation was given: but it's obligation 
was eternal and unchangeable. Provi- 
dence therefore directed it to be rehearſed 

aloud, 
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aloud, in the ears of the generation follow- 
ing, by the voice of a dying man, and to 
be by him left recorded in laſting charac- 
ters, for the inſtruction of every future age. 
What was local and temporary, of this diſ- 
penſation, has paſſed away; what was im- 
mutable and univerſal, remains in all it's 
force and importance; and ſhall continue, 
though heaven and earth were diſſolved. 


— * . Pa 4. wy 
ä «5 


THERE 1s one law which Moſes, in the 


proſpect of death, preſſes with peculiar 
earneſtueſs, as he knew it to be of ſpecial 


importance, and was but too well ac- 
quainted with the violent, the almoſt ir- 
reſiſtible propenſity of his auditory, to in- 
\ fringe it—the Jaw which prohibited and 
proſcribed idolatry, that crime of complex 


\ © <normity, againſt which the voice of the 
Eternal had uttered ſo many thunders, and 
c © which had brought on Iſtael ſo many 
t girievous plagues, Nothing can be more 
„ energetical than the expreſſions which be 


employs to expoſe the guilt, and danger, 
of this offence againſt God; nothing more 
dreadful than the judgments which he 
denounces, againſt thoſe who ſhould con- 
L 4 tract 
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tract it themſelves, or preſume to decoy 
others into that odious practice, 


HE leaves them deſtitute of every thing 
like a pretext, for following the nations in 
tbis impiety and abſurdity, by calling to 
the recollection of thoſe who were wit- 
neſſes of the awful ſcene, and urging upon 
the conſciences of thoſe who were ſince 
born, “that there was no manner of f{imit- 
„ litude on the day that the Lord ſpake 
* unto you in Horeb, out of the midit of 
« the fire“; that, therefore, to pretend 
to imitate. what never was ſeen, what can- 
not be ſeen, was at once ridiculous folly, 
and daring, impious preſumption. He ſo- 
lemnly enjoins, that thetendereſt and moſt 
reſpectable ties of nature, ſhould be diſre- 
garded in the caſe of thoſe who dared to 
ſet the example of violating the divine wall 
m this reſpect; that the moſt intimate 
friends, and neareſt relations, ſhould be- 
come ſtrange and hateful, if they preſumed, 
by precept or by practice, to countenance 
this tranſgreſſion. His own emphatic 


language will beſt expreſs his meaning 


Deut. xiv. 15. 
and 
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and ſhew with what oppreſſive weight the 
ſubject lay upon his heart. If thy bro- 
&« ther, the ſon of thy mother, or thy ſon, 
« or thy daughter, or the wife of thy boſom, 
or thy friend, which is as thine own foul, 
«© entice thee ſecretly, ſaying, let us go 
and ſerve other gods (which thou haſt 
© not known, thou, nor thy fathers ;— 
© namely, of the gods of the people which 
„ate round about you, nigh unto thee, 
&« or far off from thee, from the one end of 
the earth even unto the other end of the 
earth) thou ſhalt not conſent unto him, 
„% nor hearken unto him; neither ſhall 
© thine eye pity him, neither ſhalt thou 
„ {pare, neither ſhalt thou conceal him. 
« But thou ſhalt ſurely kill him; thine 
* hand ſhall be firſt upon him to put him 
© to death, and afterwards the hand of all 
the people. And thou thall ſtone him 
„with ſtones, that he die; becauſe he 
* hath ſought to thruſt thee away from 
the Lord thy God, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, from the houſt 
of bondage. And all Iſrael ſhall hear, 
and fear, and ſhall do no more any ſuch 

* wicked- 
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„ wickedneſs as this is, among you.“ 


And again, If there be found among 


„you within any of thy gates which the 
& Lord thy God giveth thee, man or wo- 
© man, that hath wrought wickedneſs in 
& the ſight of the Lord thy God, in tranſ- 
4 greſſing his covenant, and hath gone 


and ſerved other gods, and worſhipped 


them, either the ſun, or moon, or any 
& of the hoſt of heaven, which I have 
& not commanded ; and it be told thee, 
and thou haſt heard of it, and enquired 
* diligently, and behold, it be true, and 
© the thing certain, that ſuch abomi- 
&* nation is wrought in Iſrael: then ſhalt 
thou bring forth that man, or that wo- 
* man (which have committed that wick- 
« edthing) unto thy gates, even that man, 
1% or that woman, and ſhalt ſtone them 
& with ſtones, till they die. At the mouth 


« of two witneſſes, or three witneſſes, ſhall 


© he that is worthy of death, be put to 
death; but at the mouth of one wit- 
* neſs he ſhall not be put to death. The 
hands of the witneſſes ſhall be firſt upon 


* him 
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« him to put him to death, and afterward 
the hands of all the people: ſo thou ſhalt 
« put the evil away from among youx.“ 


Dip we not know, that“ the heart is 


& deceitful above all things, and deſpe- 
e rately wicked: Did we not know, by 
fatal experience, that there is no abſur- 
dity too groſs for men to adopt, no im- 
piety too daring for them to commit, we 
ſhould be aſtoniſhed to think that the 
enactment of ſuch laws ſhould ever have 
been neceſſary; that having been enacted, 
there ſhould be occaſion to explain and en- 


force them by ſo many awful ſanctions, 


and that, notwithſtanding, in defiance of 
ſanctions ſo formidable, any ſhould have 
been found bold enough to tranſgreſs. 


3dly. Mosxs labours in this, his laſt diſ- 
courſe, to eſtablith the importance and ne- 
ceſſity of knowing the divine law, and, for 
that end, of making it the ſubject of con- 
tinual ſtudy and meditation. Every ſon 


of Iſrael muſt daily employ himſelf in the 


* Deut. xvii. 2—7. 
reading 
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reading of it. The young muſt not plead 
exemption on account of his youth, nor 
the old plead the privilege of age. No 
cloſeneſs of application to ſecular buſi- 
neſs, no eagerneſs to proſecute a journey, 
no eminence of rank and ſtation, no, not 
the ſtate, and neceſſary duties, of royalty 
itſelf, muſt pretend to claim a diſpenſa- 
tion from the ſuperior obligations of the 
law of the Moſt High. Theſe words,” 
ſays he, which I command thee this 
„day, ſhall be in thine heart. And thou 
& ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
„children, and ſhalt talk of them when 
s thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when 
* thou walkeſt by the way, and when 
© thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt 
* up. And thou ſhalt bind them for a 
„ ſign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be 
as frontlets between thine eyes. And 
thou ſhalt write them upon the poſts of 
„thy houſe, and on thy gates“. And 


eit ſhall be,” ſpeaking of the duty and 


office of the king, who might hereafter be 
choſen to reign over God's people of 


* Deut. vi. 6—9. 
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Iſrael, when he fitteth upon the 
« throne of his kingdom, that he ſhall 
« write him a copy of this law in a book, 
«© out of that which is before the prieſts 
e the Levites. And it ſhall be with him, 
„ and he ſhall read therein all the days of 
« his life; that he may learn to fear the 
% Lord his God, to keep all the words of 
« this law, and theſe ſtatutes, to do them : 
that his heart be not lifted up above his 
e brethren, and that he turn not aſide 
« from the commandment, to the right 
hand or to the left: to the end that he 
may prolong his days in his kingdom; 
„ he, and his children in the midſt of 
« Urael?,” 


1 


SOME of the Rabbins, accordingly, pre- 
tend, that Moſes, with his own hand, 


| tranſcribed thirteen copies of the Deute- 


ronomy, one for each of the twelve tribes, 
and one to be laid up till the time of elect- 
ing a king ſhould arrive, to be given him 
to tranſcribe for his private and particu- 
lar uſe. 


* Deut. xvii. 18—20. 


4thly. 
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Athly. Moſes diſplays with ſingular 
ſkill and addreſs, the motives ſuggeſted 
from their peculiarcircumſtances, to make 
the law of God the object of their venera- 
tion, and the rule of their conduct; ſuch 
as, I. Theſe laws all iſſue from the love of 
God as their ſource, and converge towards 
itas their centre. Their great aim and end, 
1s to engage us to love with ſupreme af- 
fection, a God, who is ſupremely amiable 
and excellent. And now, Iſrael, what 
«doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love him, and to ſerve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
„ and with all thy ſoul, to keep the com- 
„% mandments of the Lord, and his ſta- 
„ tutes which I command thee this day 
« for thy good? Behold the heaven, and 
* the heaven of heavens, is the Lord's 
„ thy God, the earth alſo, with all that 
© therein is. Only the Lord had a de- 
light in thy fathers to love them, and 
& he choſe their ſeed after them, even you 
above all people, as it is this day®.” 
Deut. x. 12—1 5. 

A SECOND 


* 
I 
» x 
#1 
* 


. 
*. 

* 

; 
1 
5 
2 
5 
8 

— 

$1 
AJ 
\ 
4 

7 


LECT. VII.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 161 


A SECOND motive to obedience, is, That 
the obſervance of the laws has a native 


N tendency to procure and to preſerve both 


public and private felicity; to make them 
reſpectable in the eyes of the nations, and 
thereby to enſure their tranquillity. ** Be- 
hold, I have taught you,” ſays he, ſta- 
e tutes and judgments, even as the Lord 
* my God commanded me, that ye ſhould 
« do ſo, inthe land whither you go to poſ- 
„ ſeſs it. Keep therefore, and do them, 
&« for this is your wiſdom, and your un- 
« derſtanding in the fight of the nations, 
„which ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, and 
* ſay, Surely this great nation is a wiſe 
* and underſtanding people. For what 
* nation is there ſo great, who hath God 
* to nigh unto them, as the Lord our 
„God is in all things that we call upon 
* him for? And what nation is there ſo 
great, that hath ſtatutes and judgments 
* ſo righteous, as all this law which I ſet 
before you this day® ?” | 


* Deut. iv. 5—$8. 
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III. Tu laws preſcribed, were im- 
poſed on them by a Being who had laviſh- 
ed miracles of mercy and goodneſs upon 
them and their fathers, and ſtood engaged 
to be a covenant God to their poſterity, to 
the lateſt generations. For aſk now of 
the days that are paſt, which were be- 
fore thee, fince the day that God created 
* man upon the earth, and aſk from the 
one fide of heaven unto the other, whe- 
< ther there hath been any ſuch thing as 
this great thing is, or hath been heard 
like it? Did ever people hear the voice 
of God ſpeaking out of the midſt of the 
« fire, as thou haſt heard, and live? Or 
„ hath God aſſayed to go and take him a 
& nation from the midſt of another nation, 
„by temptations, by ſigns, and by won- 
e ders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a ſtretched out arm, and 
by great terrors, according to all that 
the Lord your God did for you in 
Egypt before your eyes? Unto thee it 
* was ſhewed, that thou mighteſt know 
* that the Lord he is God; there is none 
* elſe beſides him. Out of heaven he 
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& made thee to hear his voice, that he 
might inſtruct thee : and upon earth he 
„ ſhewed thee his great fire, and thou 


% heardeſt his words out of the midſt of 


« the fire*.“ 


In a word, the laws of God are in them- 


ſelves juſt and reaſonable, plain and intel- 
ligible ; accommodated to the nature and 
faculties of man, and carry their own wiſ- 
dom, and utility, engraven on their fore- 
head. ** For this commandment which 
* I command thee this day, it is not hid- 
& den from thee, neither is it far off. It is 


not in heaven, that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, 


* who ſhall go up for us to heaven, and 


© bring it unto us, that we any hear it, 
and do it? Neither is it beyond the ſea, 
„ that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, who ſhall go 
Lover the ſea for us, and bring it unto 
© © us, that we may hear it and do it? But 
t the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou 
| © mayeſt do ith.” 


Deut. iv. 22—36, f Deut. xxx. 11—14. 


Vor. V. M Mosks, 
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Mosts, while he thus forcibly inculcates 


the motives of obedience, motives inſpired 


and preſſed by every tender, by every awful 
conſideration, finds himſelf under the un- 
pleaſant neceſſity of venting his heart in 
the keeneſt reproaches of that highly fa- 
voured but rebellious nation, for their per- 
verſeneſs and ingratitude ; he deplores, in 
the bitterneſs of his ſoul, the inſtability and 
tranſitorineſs of their good motions and 
purpoſes, their fatal proneneſs to revolt, 
the inconceivable rapidity of their vibra- 
tions from virtue to vice. That exqui- 
ſitely* Beautiful and pathetic ſong with 
which he cloſes his tender expoſtulation, 
and which contains a ſtriking abridgment 
of his whole addreſs, conſiſts in a great 
meaſure of juſt and ſevere, yet affectionate 
upbraidings, and remonſtrances, upon their 
paſt conduct. They have corrupted 
e themſelves, their ſpot is not the ſpot of 
« his children; they are a perverſe and 
4 crooked generation. Do ye thus requite 
& the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe: 
« js not he thy Father that hath bought 
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« thee ? hath he not made thee, and eſta- 
te bliſhed thee*® ?“ 


FINALLY, this long, this inſtructive, 
this powerful, farewel Sermon, of the man 
of God, contains predictions clear, pointed, 
and ſtrong, of the fearful judgments which 
ſhould overtake that ſinful people, and in- 
volve them and their poſterity in utter de- 
ſtruction, Many learned men; and not 
without the greateſt appearance of reaſon, 
have ſuppoſed that the ſpirit of prophecy, 
by the mouth of Moſes, has foretold the 
final diſſolution of the Jewiſh government, 


and their diſperſed, reproachful, deſpiſed 


j ſtate to this day, until the time of their re- 
ſtoration to the divine favour, and their 
© re-eſtabliſhment under the bond of the new 
and everlaſting covenant, „a covenant 
| © eſtabliſhed on better promiſes, ordered 
f „in all thin gs and ſure.“ This idea ſeems 
| juſtified” by the following and ſimilar pro- 
phetic denunciations. Of the Rock that 
begat thee thou art unmindful, and haſt 


* Deut. xxxii. 5, 6. 
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forgotten God that formed thee. And 
« when the Lord ſaw it, he abhorred 
* them, becauſe of the provoking of his 
« ſons, and of his daughters. And he ſaid, 
„ will hide my face from them, I will 
ſee what their end ſhall be: for they are 
« a very froward generation, children in 
« whom is no faith. They have moved 
me to jealouſy with that which is not 
„God; they have provoked me to anger 
with their vanities: and I will move 
them to jealouſy with thoſe which are 
not a people, 1 will provoke them to 
** angerwwith a fooliſh nation. For a fire 
is kindled in my anger, and ſhall burn 
© unto the loweſt hell, and ſhall conſume 
e the earth with her increaſe, and ſet on 
© fire the foundations of the mountains. I 
will heap miſchiefs upon them, I will 
*« ſpend mine arrows upon them. They 
„ ſhall be burned with hunger, and de- 
*« voured with burning heat, and with 
bitter deſtruction: I will alſo ſend the 
« tecth of beaſts upon them, with the poi- 
* ſon of ſerpents of the duſt. The {word 


« without, and terror within ſhall deſtroy 
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both the young man and the virgin, the 
« ſuckling alſo, with the man of grey 
&« hairs. . I faid I would ſcatter them into 
« corners, I would make the remembrance 
« of them to ceaſe from among men*,” — 
41s not this laid up in ſtore with me, and 
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« belongeth vengeance, and recompence; 
their foot ſhall flide in due time: for 
the day of their calamity is at hand, and 
« the things that ſhall come upon them 
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- make haſte. For the Lord ſhall judge 
, « his people, and repent himſelf for 
- his ſervants; when he ſeeth that their 
1 „power is gone, and their is none ſhut 
e up, or left. And he ſhall ſay, Where 
n are their gods, their rock in whom they 
| W © truſted, which did cat the fat of their 
| ** ſacrifices, and drank the wine of their 


% drink-offerings ? Let them riſe up. and 
* help you, and be your protection. See 
| © now that I, even I am he, and there 
b is no God with me: I kill, and I make 
alive; I wound, and ] heal: neither 


* Deut. xxxii, 18—26, 


M 3 «1s 


« ſealed up among my treaſures? To me 
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is there any that can deliver out of my 
hand. For I lift up my hand to heaven, 
and fay, 1 live for ever. If I whet my 
„ glittering ſword, and mine hand take 
„hold on judgment; I will render ven- 
geance to mine enemies, and will reward 
& them that hate me. I will make mine 
„ arrows drunk with blood, and my {word 
& ſhall devour fleſh; and that with the 
„ blood of the ſlain, and of the captives 
„from the beginning of revenges upon 
„ the enemy®*.” —But the time to favour 
revolted, returning Iſrael, thall come at 
length; .and together with them, the 
time to irradiate and deliver © the nations 
„which were ſitting in darkneſs, and in 
the region and ſhadow of death ;” and 
the prophetic ſoul of Moſes haſtens for- 
ward to conclude the ſacred ſong, with a 
grand chorus of harmonious voices, the 
voices of the ranſomed of the Lord from 
every nation, every kindred, and tribe, re- 
joicing together in one common ſalvation : 
< Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: 


* Deut. xxxii. 34—42, 
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&« for he will avenge the blood of his 
“ ſervants, and will render vengeance to 
« his adverſaries, and will be merciful 
“ unto his land, and to his peoplet.” 


How powerfully muſt all this have been 
impreſſed on the hearts of his audience, by 
the fight of their venerable inſtructor, 
bending under the weight of“ an hun- 
„ dred and twenty years ;” exhauſted by 


labours performed in the publick ſervice ;\ 


no longer capable of “ going out and 
* coming in ;” excluded hy the inflexible 
decree of Heaven from any part or lot in 
the land of promiſe ; lying under the bitte 
ſentence of impending death; his power 
and glory departing, and paſſing before his 
eyes to the hand of another! Why are 
not impreſſions of this ſort more laſting, 
and more efficient? ſhall the righteous 
* periſh, and no man lay it to Reart?” 
is © the merciful man taken away, and 
„will none conſider?“ -The righteous is 
{* taken away from the evil to come.” By 


+ Deut. xxxii. 43. 


M 4 his 


* 
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his departure the earth is impoveriſhed, 
but heaven is enriched. Remove the 
veil, and behold him“ entering into peace:“ 
«© they ſhall reſt in their beds, each one 
„ walking in his uprightneſs.” I hear a 
voice from heaven ſaying, © Write, Bleſſed 
& are the dead which die in the Lord, from 
« henceforth ; Yea, faith the ſpirit, that 
they may reſt from their labours ; and 
their works do follow them*” 


Rev. xiv. $3. 
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DEUT. XXXI. 7—8. 


AND MOSES CALLED UNTO JOSHUA, AND SAID 
UNTO H1M IN THE StGHT OF ALL ISRAEL, 


BE STRONG, AND OF A GOOD COURAGE ; 


FOR THOU MUST GO WITH THIS PEOPLE 
UNTO THE LAND WHICH THE LORD HATH 
SWORN UNTO THEIR . FATHERS TO GIVE 
THEM 3 AND THOU SHALT CAUSE THEM 
TO INHERITIT. AND THE LORD, HE IT 
Is THAT DOTH GO BEFORE THEE, HE WILL 
BE WITH THEE, HE WILL NOT FAIL THEE, 
NEITHER FORSAKE THEE; FEAR NOT, NEL- 
THER BE DISMAYED, 


S it not preſumption, and a preſenti- 
ment, of immortality, that men na- 
turally feel, deſign, and act, as if they 
were immortal? In life we are in the 
midſt of death; but it is equally true, 
that in the very jaws of death, we live; 
and fondly dream of living longer. Let 
the 
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the fatal moment come' when it will, it 
comes to break in upon ſome ſcheme which 
we hoped to execute, to interrupt ſome 
work which we had begun, to difappoint 
ſome purpoſe which we had adopted, The 
warnings of diſſolution which are ſent to 
others, we ſeem to underſtand and feel, 
better than thoſe which are addreſſed to 
ourſelves. One man is under ſentence of 
condemnation, another labours under an 
incurable diſeaſe; one is daily expoſing 
his life to jeopardy in the high places of 
the field, another 1s putting the knife of 
intempexapce to his throat eyery hour; 
this man has conpleted his ſeventieth 
year, and his neighbour has lived to ſee 
his childrens children of the third and 
fourth generation. 


Tus: are all ſymptoms equally mortal, 
but none takes the alarm to himſelf: 
every one is concerned for his neighbour's 


caſe, and flatters himſelf, bis own is not 


quite ſo deſperate. The wretch, con- 
demned to death, ſoothes his ſoul to reſt, 
with the hope of a pardon, and laments 

| the 
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the certain doom of his conſumptive ac- 
quaintance: The declining man, with 
his foot in the grave, pities and prays for 
the unhappy creature who muſt ſuffer 
on Wedneſday ſe*ennight. The ſoldier 
braves the death that is before his eyes in 
a thouſand dreadful forms, in the pre- 
ſumption of victory; and the volup- 


tuary thanks his kinder ſtars, that he is. 


likely to fleep in a ſound ſkin. The man 


of ſeventy, reckons upon fourſcore; and 


ten years in proſpect are a kind of eter- 
nity; and the grandſire amuſes himſelf 
with the hope of ſeeing his grand-chil- 
dren ſettled in the world. Thus the 
pleaſing illuſion goes on: and men are 
dead, indeed, before they had any appre- 
henſion of dying. 


Tuk thoughtleſs and impious inſenſi— 
bility with which many advance to their 


latter end, is not more mournful and diſ- 


treſſing, than the ſteadineſs and compoſure 
of piety, and habitual preparation, are plea- 
ling and inſtructive. Bleſſed is the ſtate 


of that man, to whom life is not a burden, 


* nor 
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nor death a terror; who has “ a deſire to 
<« depart agd to be with Chriſt,” but is 
willing to continue in the fleſh,” for 
the glory of God, and the good of men; 
who neither quits his ſtation and duty in 
life in ſullen diſcontent, nor cleaves to the 
enjoyments of this world, as one who has 
no hope beyond the grave. 


Bur the cup of death, to the beſt of 
men, contains many bitter ingredients. 
Even to Moſes it was far from being un- 
mixed. 'To the natural horror of dying, 
was fuperadded the ſenſe of divine 
diſpleaſure; a ſenſe of death as a particu- 
lar punithment. It difappointed a hope, 
long and fondly indulged in, the hope of 
being himſelf, and of ſeeing Iſrael, in 
poſſeſſion of the promiſed and expected in- 
heritance. And, What was the bitter- 
neſs of death to ſuch a ſpirit as his? 
Moles died in the perſuaſion, and a me- 
lancholy one it was, that the people on 
whom he had beſtowed ſo much labour, 
whom he had cheriſhed with ſuch tender 
affection, whom he was ſo unremittingly- 


anxios- 
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anxious to conduct to wiſdom, to virtue 
and to happineſs, would, after his death, 


ſwerve from the right path, provoke God 


to become their enemy, and thereby bring 
down certain deſtruction upon their own 
heads. I know thy rebellion, and thy 
« ſtiff neck: behold while I am yet alive 
with you this day, ye have been rebel- 
lious againſt the Lord; and how much 
* more after my death? Gather unto me 
all the elders of your tribes, and your 
* officers, that I may ſpeak theſe words 
jn their ears, and call heaven and earth 
« to record againſt them. For I know 
that after my death ye will utterly cor- 
„ rupt yourſelves, and turn aſide from the 
« way which I have commanded you: 
* and evil will befal you in the latter days; 
„ becauſe ye will do evil in the fight of 
the Lord, to provoke him to anger 
* through the work of your hands*.” 


* 


* 


Ir is pleaſant to a dying father, to en- 
tertain the ſweet hope that the children of 
his care, of his love, will remember the leſ- 


* Deut. xxxi. 27—29. 


ſons 
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ſons which he taught them, will follow 
out his views, will ſupport the credit of 
his name, will inſtru& and bleſs the world 
by the example of their wiſdom, their 
piety, their virtues, though he 1s not to be 
the happy ſpeQator of it: but ah, more 
cruel than the pangs of diſſolving nature! 
the dreadful conviction of approaching 
folly and diſorder; the ſad proſpect of diſ- 
cord among brethren; of profligacy and 
licentiouſneſs, no longer reſtrained by, pa- 
rental gravity and authority: a fair inhe- 
ritance, and an honourable name, ready 
to be diſſipated by profuſion, to be covered 
with ſhame, to be disfigured by vice, to 
be forfeited by treaſon! 


Ir is ſweet to a dying paſtor, to contem- 
plate the ſucceſs of his miniſtry, the ex- 
tent of his uſefulneſs; to cheer his faint- 
ing heart with the thought of having been 
made the humble inſtrument of bringing 
many ſouls unto God, many ſons unto 
glory: and with the well- grounded belief 
that his doctrine ſhall "Rr him: that 

though 
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though dead he ſhall continue to ſpeak and 
to inſtru, Sweet is the proſpe& of that 
day, when he ſhall preſent himſelf, and 
the joyful fruit of all his labours, to his 
Father and his God, ſaying, ** Behold, I 
and the children whom the Lord hath 
given me, are for ſigns, and for wonders 
« in Ifrael; from the Lord of hoſts, 
„which dwelleth in mount Zion*.” 
It was this which cauſed the great 
„Author and Finiſher of our faith“ 
himſelf to rejoice in ſpirit, on the very 
eve of his departure out of the world. 
«+ Thoſe that thou gaveſt me I have kept, 
* and none of them is loſt but the fon 
of perdition; that the ſcripture might 
5 be fulfilled f.“ But O how depreſſing 
to reflect, „ have laboured in vain, 1 
« have ſpent my ſtrength for nought, and 
e in vain?.” to look back upon a mini- 
ſtry not the ſavour of life unto life, but 
„ of death unto death,“ and to look 


* Iſaiah viii. 18. ＋ John xvit. 12. 
+ Iſaiah xlix. 4, | 
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forward to the dreadful progreſs of dege- 
neracy and corruption, from evil to worſe, 
till “ fin, being finiſhed, bringeth forth 
„ death;” to look forward to the till 
more dreadful day of doom, And to the 
proſpect of appearing as an accuſer and 
a witneſs againſt the deſpiſers of that goſ- 
pel, which would have ſaved their ſouls 
from death. 

Tux faithful ſervants of God are not 
all equally ſucceſsful, and even a Moſes 
has the mortification of knowing, aſſured- 
ly, that all his pains and anxieties ſhould 
prove ineffectual. The tide of corruption 
ſometimes ruſhes down ſo impetuouſly, 
that no force can ſtem it; and Provi- 
dence is often pleaſed to put honour upon 
the meaner and feebler inſtrument, that 
the glory may rcdound, not ** to him 
that willeth, nor to him that runneth, 
but to God, who ſheweth mercy.”— 
But every faithful miniſter, like Moſes, has 
at leaſt this conſolation; ** having kept 
* nothing back, but declared the whole 

* counſel 


2 ** R 9 * 


9 ———— 
n R * 
* 


© counſel of God, they have delivered 
their own ſouls;“ they publiſhed the 
| truth of God, whether men would hear 


or whether they would forbear;” and if 
they have not been ſo happy as to perſuade, 
they have, at leaſt, put to ſilence wicked 
and unreaſonable men; if they have not 
| prevailed to render them holy, they have, 
at leaſt, rendered them inexcuſable; if they 
bave been unable to ſubdue the pride of 
the creature, they have diſplayed the ho- 
Uneſs and juſtice of the Creator. 


We find Moſes taking refuge in this, 


when the dearer, ſweeter hope, was at an 
end—the hope of being the favoured, 


the honoured miniſter, of life and ſalvation. 


I am faſt approaching to the end of 
my career; I have already paſſed the 
limits which God has preſcribed to the 
| . life of man. Six ſcore of years are fled 


* away and gone, and theſe hairs, whit- 


s ened by time, by labour, and affliction, 


: feelingly inform me that my laſt mo- 


. ment is at hand, that no more time re- 


T mains, but what is barely ſufficient to 


Vor. V. N 4 give 
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„ give you a few parting admonitions, to 
++ breathe over you the bleſſing of a dying 
friend, andtobid you a long farewel. After 
%a laborious, anxious, and painful miniſ— 
* try, of more than forty years: After 
being honoured of God to perform be- 
e fore your eyes, and thoſe of your fathers, 
& a ſeries of miracles, which ſhall be 
* the aſtoniſhment and inſtruction of the 
* whole world, till time expire, I was 
looking for the compenſation of all my 


- * 1 2 9 4 * 
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ce troubles, the reward of all my labours, 
the accompliſhment of all my wiſhcs, 
<« in'your ſincere return to God, in your 
« oratitude to your friend and deliverer, in 
your fidelity and obedience to your So- 
„ vereizn, and in the proſperity and 
© happineſs which muſt infallibly hav 
«© flowed from them. The paternal foli- 
e citude which I havefelt, that ardent love 
„which emboldened me, at the hazard 
*« of my own lite, to ſtand in the breach 
between you and a holy and jealou 
„God, to turn away his wrath, leſt ht 
„ ſhould deſtroy you;” that fervor d 


&« Zeal which hurried me on to with my- 
| 66 {el 
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« ſelf blotted out of God's book, if the 
% dearer name of Iſrael might be per- 
& mitted to continue written in it; all 
« my diſcourſes, all my emotions, all 
ce my efforts; my active days, my fleep- 
„ leſs nights; theſe unceaſing ſighs 
« which I {till breathe to heaven in your 
behalf, theſe laſt tears, which a dying 
* old man ſheds over a people ſtill and 
ever dear to him, and from whom to 
&© be torn aſunder is the death of deaths; 
e theſe are the faithful, and undoubted, 
{© proofs of my affection for you, of my 
% unabated, inextinguiſhable zeal for your 
„ ſalvation. But, alas, however earneſtly 
| * I may defire it, I dare not, cannot 
| © hope! I foreſee your perfidiouſneſs 
and rebellion ; I know your perverſeneſs 
j % and ingratitude. While I am yet 
* alive with you this day, ye have been 
rebellious againſt the Lord; and how 
* much more after my death?*x What 
then is left me, but the mingled, and 
* ſtron gly allayed, ſatisfaction of reflecting, 


5 
2 Deut. xxxi. 27. 


N 2 & that 
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* that I am innocent of your blood, that 
your falvation is in your own hands, 
* that if you periſh, your blood muſt be 
e upon your own heads.” Gather unto 
* meall theelders of your tribes, and your 
„ officers, that I may ſpeak theſe word; 
in their ears, and call heaven and earth 
* to record againſt them*,”—* J call 
© heaven and earth to record this day 
„ againſt you, that I have ſet before you 
life and death, bleſſing and curſing: 
therefore chooſe life, that both thou and 
thy ſeed may livef.“ 


Havins, in terms ſuch as theſe, poured 
out the anguith of an overflowing heart, 
Moſes addreſſes himſelf to his laſt earthly 
employment. The laſt exerciſe of his au- 
thority, is to lay down all authority. The 
concluding act of his adminiſtration, is 
to transfer the right of adminiſtration to 
another; and the legiſlator, leader and 
commander expires, while the man yet 


Deut. xxxi; 28. 1 Chap. xxx. 19. 
lives. 
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lives. Imagination can hardly paint a 
more affecting ſcene. Hear the trumpet 
ſounding the proclamation of a ſolemn aſ- 
ſembly, of an holy convocation. Behold 
the thouſands of Iſrael flocking together, 
to the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
oregation ; every eye ſtraining to catch a 
departing glance of him whom they were 
to behold no more; every ear eagerly at- 
tentive to drink in the laſt accents of 
that voice which the hand of death was 
about to ſilence for ever. Behold the 
venerable ſage, in all the compoſure of 
unaffected piety, in all the dignity of 
wiſdom, in all the reſpectability of age, 
in all the ſimplicity of a child, in all the 
ſerenity of a celeſtial ſpirit, in all the 
ſolemnity of death, advancing to his well 
known ſtation ; preſenting to the people, 
Him whom they were henceforward 
to acknowledge, and to obey, as the ruler 
appointed over them by Heaven. His 
eyes beam complacency, his tongue 
drops manna, as he conveys, to his noble 
Succeſſor, the plenitude of his power, the 
reſidue of his honour, a double portion 


N 3 of 
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of his ſpirit. Behold he lifts up his hands 
and lays them upon the head of Joſhua, 
with a thouſand tender wiſhes that his bur- 
den might fit light upon him, that he might 
eſcape the pains which he himſelf had en- 
dured, and attain the felicity which was 
denied to him: with a thouſand paternal 
exhortations to follow Providence, and 
fear nothing; to love Iſrael, to ſeek their 
good always: with a thouſand fervent 
prayers for his proſperity and ſucceſs. 


L sEE Joſhua, with modeſt reluctance, 
ſhrinklig back from a charge ſo weighty : 
deſirous of being {till a ſubject and a ſer— 
vant: accepting with regret honours of 
which Moſes muſt be ſtripped, ready to 
cry out, as his maſter was taken away 
from him, my father, my father, the 
„ chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen 
„ thereof“ !''—I ſee, on every counte- 
nance, a mixture of forrow and refig- 
nation, of hope clouded with remorle 
and concern; they could now die tor 
him, whoſe life they had embittered by 

* 2 Kings, il. 12. 
8 unkind- 
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unkindneſs, levity and ingratitude ; they 
reproach themſelves, and one. another, as 
having occaſioned the death of the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men ; they cannot bear to 
think of ſurviving him.—But a voice 
more awful than that of man is heard, 
a glory more than human appears. And 
„ the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Behold, 
* thy days approach that thou muſt die: 
call Joſhua, and preſent yourſelves in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, that 
« I may give him a charge. And Moſes and 
“ Joſhua went, and preſented themſelves 
in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle 
* in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar 
* of the cloud ſtood over the door of the 
„ tabernacle*.”*— What ſolemn moments 


to the whole congregation, thoſe which 


Moſes and Joſhua paſſed before the Lord, 
remote from the public eye! How ſolemn 
to the parties themſelves! What is a 
charge from the mouth of a dying man, 
though that man be a Moles, compared 


* Deut. xxxi. 14—15. 
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to a charge from the mouth of Jehovah 
himſelf, by whom ſpirits are weighed, 
and to whom all the dread importance 


of eternity ſtands continually revealed: 


And this God, O my friends, is daily 
ſounding a charge in every ear, ** Occupy 
« till 1 come.“ Ariſe ye and depart, 
« for this is not your reſt.” —<* Be ſober, 
be vigilant, for your adverſary the devil 
„ goeth about as a roaring lion, ſeeking 
* whom he may devour.” “ See that ye 


walk circumſpectly, not as fools, but as 


„ wiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the 
e days axe evil.” 


Tuls ſecret conference being ended, 
they return to the people, and Moſes pub- 
licly delivers to the Levites, which bare 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, a 
copy of the law which he had tranſcribed 
with his own hand, to be laid up in the fide 
of the ark, as a ſtanding witneſs for God 
againſt a ſinful people; and the buſineſs 
of this intereſting and eventful day con- 
cludes with a public recital from the lips 
of Moſes of that tender and pathetic ſong, 


which 
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which we have in the thirty-ſecond chap- 
ter. This ſacred ſong every Iſraelite was 
to commit to memory, to repeat frequently, 
and to teach it every man to his ſon. It 
was compoſed expreſsly by the command 
of God, and under his immediate inſpira— 
tion: Now therefore write ye this ſong 


for you, and teach it the children of 


„ Iſrael: put it in their mouths, that 
&« this ſong may be a witneſs for me againſt 


te the children of Iſrael. Moſes therefore 


« wrote this ſong the ſame day, and 
taught it the children of Iſrael. And 
&© Moſes ſpake in the ears of all the con- 
„ oregation of Iſrael the words of this 
« ſong, until they were ended*.” 


AND a moſt wonderful compoſition it 
is, whether conſidered as the production 
of a lively, lofty, correct imagination; 
abounding with the boldeſt images, and 
conveying the nobleſt ſentiments ; adding 
all the graces of poetry to all the 
force of truth ; as conveying the moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary moral and religious 

* Deut. xxxi. 19—22—30. 
inſtruction, 
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inſtruction, in a channel the moſt pleaſ- 
ing and attractive; as the addreſs of a 
dying man, a dying father, a dying miniſ- 
ter, to his friends, to his family, to 
his flock ; abounding with the tendereſt 
touches of nature, flowing immediately 
from the heart, and ruſhing with impe- 
tuous force to the lips; as the awful 
witneſs of the great God againſt a diſobe- 
dient and gainſaying race; exhibiting, to 
this hour, the proof of the authenticity 
of that record where it ſtands, of the 
truth and faithfulneſs of the mercy and 
ſeverity; of the dread Jehovah, and of the 
certainty of the things wherein, as Chrit- 
tians, we have been inſtructed. 


WHAT can equal the boldneſs and fub- 
Iimity of his exordium or introduction? 
How is the boaſted eloquence of Greece aud 
Rome left at an infinite diſtance behind ! 
What a coldneſs in the addreſs of Demoit- 
henes, and of Cicero, compared to the fer- 
vor and elevation of the-Iſraclitiſh Orator ! 
«© Ye men of Athens.“ Romans.” 


„ Couſcript Fathers.” If ever there was 
an 


* n * „* . * * 6 —B TE * * j a * 
rn * „ Wenn ,. = 


LECT. vIII.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 189 


an audience that demanded re ſpect, from 
numbers, from importance, from ſitua— 
tion; if ever there was a ſpeaker prompted 
by duty, drawn by inclination, urged on 
by the ſpur of the occaſion, Ifrael was 
that audience, Moſes that ſpeaker, on this 
ever memorable day. But the ardent foul 
of this heaven-taught Orator, with thou- 
ſands upon thouſands before his eyes, 
graſps, with a noble enthuſiaſm, an infi- 
nitely larger ſpace than the plains of 
Moab, an audience infinitely more auguſt 
than the thouſands of Iſrael. Give ear, 
„O ye heavens, and I will ſpeak ; and 
„hear, O earth, the words of my 
“ mouth*.” This was ſeizing the at- 
tention at once; the ſolid globe, thus 
ſummoned, ſeems to give ear, the celeſtial 
ſpheres ſtand ſtill to liſten, angels hover 
on the wing to mark and record the laſt 
words of the departing prophet ; What 
mortal ear then can be inattentive, what 
ſpirit careleſs ? How ſweetly calculated is 
the next ſentence to compole the minds of 
his hearers, rouſed and alarmed by the ſo— 
lemnity of his firſt addreſs ? The thunder 


Deut. XXXIL I. 


of 
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of heaven ſeemed ready to burſt upon 
their heads, after an invocation ſo awful, 
and though Moſes alone ſpake, they were 
ready to die; but their fears are gently 
lulled to reſt, the next word that he ut- 
ters; he has only love in his heart, and 
honey upon his tongue. My doctrine 
4 ſhall drop as the rain: my ſpeech ſhall 
e diftil as the dew, as the ſmall rain upon 
„ the tender herb, and as the ſhowers 
«© upon the graſs*.” —The final object of 
Moſes being to warn, to admoniſh, and to 
reprove, the perverſe nation of whom he 
was taking leave, obſerve how ſkilfully he 
manages this difficult and delicate part 
of his taſk. To have come directly, and 
without preparation to it, had been to 
give certain diſguſt and offence; for he 
had to deal with a moody, murmuring, 
| irritable, diſcontented race; he therefore 
firſt fills their minds with great images, 
leads them to the contemplation of one 
object ſurpaſſingly grand; impreſſes it in 
various points of view upon their hearts 


— 


Deut. xxxii. 2. 
and 
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and conſciences, till, having loſt themſelves 
in it's grandeur and immenſity, they are 


prepared to bear, to approve, and to pro- 


fit by the ſevere perſonal attack that fol- 
lows. ** Becauſe I will publiſh the name 
& of the Lord; aſcribe ye greatneſs unto 
„ our God. He is the Rock, his work is 
perfect; for all his ways are judgment: 
e God of truth, and without iniquity, 
« juſt and right is he*.” 


Havins thus raiſed them above every 


mean, every ſelfiſh conſideration; and 
placed them, - and made them to feel 
themſelves, in the awful preſence of the 
great God, who is righteous in all his 
* ways, and holy in all his works,” he 
deſcends abruptly, by a tranſition quick as 
lightning, to the cenſure which he had in 
view. But even then, he inſinuates it, 
rather than charges it home; and ſpeaks 
for ſome time, as of ſtrangers, as of 
perſons abſent; and conſtitutes his audi- 
tors judges, as it were, of the caſe of 


Deut. xxxii. 3, 4. 
others, 
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others, not their own; and, by employing 
the addreſs of the third perſon, hey and 
their, leaves them for a moment in uncer- 
tainty whom he could mean; and when 
he comes at length to addreſs them in 
the ſecond perſon, and to uſe the terms thee 
and Th, How delicately is the application 
qualified, by the introduction of every ten- 
der, every melting, every conciliating cir- 
cumſtance! © They have corrupted them- 
&« ſelves,' their ſpot is not the ſpot of his 
&« children: hey are a perverſe and crook- 
ed generation.—Do ye thus requite the 
„Lord, O fooliſh people and unwile? 
„is not he y Father that hath bought 
& thee? hath he not made thee, and 
e eſtabliſhed thee* ?“ 


HE then goes into a recapitulation, 
partly hiſtorical, partly poetic, partly alle- 
gorical, at once to refreſh the memory, 
to fire the imagination, and to exerciſe 
the invention, of the divine conduct to- 
wards them and their fathers, during 


* Deut. xxxii. 5, 6. 
many 
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many generations; that the concluſion 
which he was about to deduce might fall 
with irreſiſtible weight upon the minds of 
all; that their baſe ingratitude, and deſ- 
perate folly, m'ght appear to themſelves 
in a more odious light, when contraſted 
with the wiſdom, goodneſs and loving 
kindneſs of the Lord. This occupies a 
conſiderable part of the chapter, from the 
ſeventh verſe to the eighteenth, and a paſ- 
ſage it is of exquilite force and beauty, as I 
am convinced you will alto think upon a 
careful peruſal of it. 


CoNnsSTRAINED, at laſt, to denounce the 
righteous judgment of God, in order to ap- 
prove his own fidelity, and if poſſible to 
prevent the ruin which he feared, he makes 
a diſplay of the awful terrors of divine juſ- 
tice, ſufficient to awaken the dead, and to 
confound the living; and to increaſe it's 
force and vehemence, Moſes diſappears, 


and God, the great God himſelf, comes 
forward, and in the firſt perſon utters th 
the ſeven thunders of his wrath, ** For a 
** fire is kindled in my anger, and ſhall 
„ burn 
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&« burn unto the loweſt hell, and ſhall con- 
© {ume the earth with her increaſe, and 
& ſet on fire the foundations of the moun- 
ce tains. The ſword without, and terror 
„within, ſhall deſtroy both the young man 
and the virgin, the ſuckling alſo with 
the man of grey hairs*.” 


Tre prophet, as it were, exhauſted 
with this violent exertion, this formidable 
denunciation of vengeance, ſinks into 
feeble, hopeleſs regret, and he reluctantly, 
deſparingly, deplores that miſery which 
he can neither prevent nor avert. They 
& are a nation void of counſel, neither is 
there any underftanding in them. O 
© that they were wiſe, that they under- 
e ſtood this, that they would conſider 
their latter end! How ſhould one 
* chaſe a thouſand, and two put ten thou- 
« ſand to flight, except their rock had 
& ſold them, and the Lord had ſhut them 


ce up} 22? : 


* Deut. xxxii. 22, 25. 
+ Deut. xxxii. 28, 29, 30. 
FINALLY), 
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FINALLY, a dawn of hope ariſes, and, 
rapt into future times, the ſacred bard 
hails the coming day of deliverance, and 
exults in the proſpect of the junction of 
the nations, with the ancient people of 
God, in the participation of one and the 
ſame great ſalvation : ** Rejoice, O ye 
“nations, with his people; for he will 
« avenge the blood of his ſervants, and 
& will render vengeance to his adverſa- 
„ ries, and will be merciful unto his land 
and to his people*,” 


Suc is the ſtructure, ſuch the general 
outline of this inimitable piece of ſacred 
poeſy. If what has been ſaid ſhall in- 
duce any one to ſtudy it more attentively, 
he will probably diſcover beauties which 
have eſcaped us; and the diſcovery will 
bring it's own reward. How many fathers, 
as they afterwards rehearſed the words of 
this ſong in the ears of their children, 
and taught them the knowledge of it, 
would recolle& with a mournful pleaſure, 


* Deut. xxxii. 43, 


Vol. V. O that 


196 HISTORY OF MOSES. [LECT. V111, 


that they ſaw and heard Moſes himſelf 
recite it aloud, on the very laſt day of his 
life; and glory, in relating how near to 
him they ſtood, and in deſcribing to a 
new generation, the form of his counte- 
nance, the deportment of his perſon, the 
tones of his voice! 


THar very day, the warrant of death 
arrives. The miniſtry of even a Moſes is 
accompliſhed, and Providence haſtens to 
convince the world, that depart who will, 
the work of Heaven never can ſtand 
{ſtill.—We have ſeen him hitherto en- 
gaged in active labours for Iſrael and for 
God. We thall conſider him yet once 
more, diſmiſſed from his ſervice, and 
concluding a life of eminent uſefulneſs, 
by a death of charity, benediction, preſci- 
ence, and reſignation. May God impref: 
on our minds a ſenſe of our frailty, 


mortality, and accountableneſs, that we þ 
may redeem the time; fulfil the duties of 


our day and the deſign of our Creator; 


work out our ſalvation, and ſo die in 
peace, 
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peace, die in hope, whenever it ſhall 
| pleaſe Him to call us away to the world 
| of ſpirits. Amen. 
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DE UT. XXXIII. I. 


AND THIS IS THE BLESSING WHEREWITH 
MOSES THE MAN OF GOD BLESSED THE 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BEFORE HIS DEATH. 


ENECA, the celebrated Roman mo- 

raliſt, was preceptor to the Emperor 
Nero, and had early, and ſtudiouſly, trained 
him to virtue. But falling under the diſ- 
pleaſure of that ſanguinary tyrant, he was 
condemned to loſe his life, by being 
blooded to death. The day of execution 
being arrived, he prepared to meet his 
fate with intrepidity, and to die, as he had 
lived, in communicating uſeful know- 
ledge, His pupils gathered round him, 
O 3 eager 


| So. Ar — 


- 
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eager to mark his dying deportment, and 
provided with their writing tables, to 
record and preſerve his laſt ſayings. He 


was put into the warm bath, the arteries 


of his legs and arms were opened, and 
the purple fluid, which ſuſtains life, was 
gradually drained off, while his ſorrow ing, 
admiring diſciples, caught the words as 
they fell from his parched lips. 


Bur a greater than Seneca is here. We 
are this night, gathered round a dying 
Moſes, to liſten to the laſt accents of that 
tongue which, one excepted, ſpake as 
never man ſpake. We behold him neither 
impetuouſly ruſhing forwards into the 
mortal conflict, nor timidly ſhrinking 
from it; but advancing with a ſteady, 
majeſtic ſtep, to meet the Kingof Terrors. 
The intereſts of the God of Iſrael, and of 
the Iſrael of God, had employed his 
thoughts all his life long ; and, blended in 
one, they glow in, and expand his heart, 


to his lateſt moment. He was ſpeedily to 


ceaſe from every earthly care, to ceaſe 
from 
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from ſerving Iſrael any longer, to be occu- 
pied with God only ; but even in death 
he is contriving the means of doing good 
to that dearly beloved, that fondly cheriſh- 
ed people. As if his heart had relented 
at the harſhneſs of ſome of the expreſſions, 
which fidelity and a ſenſe of duty had ex- 
torted from him; like one unwilling to 
part with them under any ſemblance of 
unkindneſs or diſpleaſure, he again aſſumes 
the tender father, tunes his tongue to the 
law of kindneſs, buries all reſentment of 
the paſt, and every thing unpleaſant, in 
the proſpects of futurity, in the gentleneſs 


and benevolence of friends, who were 


ſeparating to meet no more. 


THE ſoul that is at peace with God, 
defires to be at peace with all men; and 
it is meet that dying breath be ſweetened 
with mercy, forgiveneſs, and love. Slowly 
and ſolemnly, as Moſes advanced to meet 
his latter end, would we accompany his 
ſteps in his laſt progreſs through the be- 
loved tents of Iſrael, and in his aſcent to 
the hill, from whence he never ſhould re- 


04 deſcend. 
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deſcend. With a heart like his, overflow- 


ing with charity to the whole church of 
God, and filled with ſentiments of pecu- 
liar affection towards you, we behold the 
approach of that hour, which is to diſperſe 
us, perhaps too for ever, With a bleſſing 
on our lips, like him, and O that his God 
and ours may make it effectual, we are 
haſtening to bid you farewel. 


TE words which I have read, are the 
beginning of the 54th and laſt paraſba, or 
great ſection of the law, into which the 
whole beoks of Moſes were ſubdivided, 
for the convemiency of publickly reading 
them, in conjunction with the Prophets, 
every ſabbath-day ; a cuſtom which pre- 
vailed in the Jewiſh church, down to the 


times of our Saviour, and of his apoſtles, 


as we learn from ſeveral paſlages of the 


Goſpel hiſtory. Thus Chriſt himſelf, 


„when he came to Nazareth, where 


« he had been brought up, as his cuſ- 
* tom was, went into the ſynagogue on 


the ſabbath-day, and ſtood up for to 


& read. And there was delivered unto 


& him 
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*« him the book of the prophet Eſaias. 
„And when he had opened the book, he 
found the place where it was written, 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe 
„he hath annointed me to preach the 
« Goſpel to the poor: he hath ſent me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
„ deliverance to the captives, and recover- 
ing of fight to the blind, to ſet at 
liberty them that are bruiſed : to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. And 
{© he cloſed the book, and he gave it 
„again to the miniſter, and ſat down. 
And the eyes of all them that were in 
„ the ſynagogue were faſtened on him. 
And he began to ſay unto them, this 
day is this ſcripture fulfilled in your 
* ears*,” Thus James, in determining 
the queſtion in the Synod of Jeruſalem, 
concerning the neceſſity of circumciſion, 
ſays, ** Moſes of old time hath in every 
* city them that preach him, being read 


in the ſynagogues every ſabbath-dayt.” 


And Paul and Barnabas, when ** they 
* Lukeiv. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 
t Acts xv. 21. 
came 
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came to Antioch, in Piſidia, went 
into the ſynagogue on the ſabbath-day, 


4 and fat down. And after the reading of 


© the law and the prophets, the rulers of | 


the ſynagogue ſent unto them, ſaying, 
« Ye men and brethren, if ye have any 


« word of exhortation for the people, ſay 
« on*.” 


Tx firſt ſection begins with the open- 
ing of the book of Geneſis, and goes 
up to the ninth verſe of the ſixth chapter, 
and is called Bereſbit, the firſt word in 
the Hebrew bible. The ſecond begins 
at theſe words in the ſixth chapter, 
„ Theſe are the generations of Noah :” 
and is thence called Noah, and ends at 
the beginning of chapter twelfth, which 


ſets out with the call of Abraham, and is 


therefore ſtyled the ſection Lec Leca. i. e. 
„get thee out,” and ſo of the reſt. To 
bring the whole fifty-four diviſions within 
the compaſs of the year, they joined two 
of the ſhorteſt, into one reading. Thus 


Ads xiii. 14, x5. 
the 
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the whole conſtitution, both as to civil 
and facred things, was publickly rehearſed 
once every year; ſo that it was impoſſible, 
for any decent Iſraelite, to be groſsly 
ignorant of either the Jaws, the hiſtory, 
or the religion of his country. 


THe firſt public lecture was on the ſab- 
bath that followed the Feaſt of Taber- 
nacles, and went on till the anniverſary of 
that feaſt returned. I have mentioned 
theſe circumſtances for ſeveral reaſons. 
[ am not ill pleaſed to have ſo reſpectable 
an example for attempting a mode of in- 
ſtruction, which reaſon and experience 
convince us, to be at once the moſt plea- 
ſant and the moſt uſeful. I honour human 
learning, I admire great talents, I am 
enchanted with eloquence ; but I am per- 
ſuaded, if ſaving knowledge be commu- 
nicated, it 1s by the quick and powerful 
energy of God's word coming, not with 
the allurements of man's wiſdom, ** but 
in demonſtration of the ſpirit, and of 
„power.“ This leads us to expreſs a 
wonder, why the reading of the Scriptures, 


by 
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by large portions at a time, is not univer- 
ſally practiſed in Chriſtian congregations, 
Surely there muſt be a better reaſon for 
neglecting it, than that it is enjoined by 
the canons of the Church, and is in general 
practice in the Eſtabliſnment. The laſt 
reaſon which J have, at preſent, to render 
for this digreſſion, if it be thought one, is 
it's affording me an opportunity of earneſtly 
recommending, to maſters and miſtreſſes 
of families, the regular and progreſſive uſe 
of the Scriptures, within the precincts of 
their private houſholds, for the inſtruction 
of their children and ſervants. I am well 
aware, that from a diffidence and humility 
not too ſeverely tobe blamed, ſome younger 
heads of families are tempted to neglect 
family worſhip altogether, becauſe ſome 
parts of it they cannot, dare not, under- 
take; that for example, of addreſſing 
God in prayer, as the mouth of their 
domeſtic little church. Let them begin 
with reading aloud the word of God : for 
this ſurely they have courage ſufficient. 
They will be brought to pray inſenſibly, 


they will ſoon ceaſe to be aſhamed of that 
which 
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which is their higheſt honour and moſt 
glorious privilege, We now return. 


Tk idea which I have formed to my- 
ſelf of this bleſſing, wherewith Moſes 
« the man of God bleſſed the children of 
6 Iſrael before his death*,” how juſtly I 
preſume not to ſay, is this: Moſes, having 
received his final ſummons to prepare for 
death, feels himſelf prompted, at once, by 
affection, and by the Spirit of prophecy, to 
take a particular leave of every tribe, to 
beſtow a ſeveral benediction on every one 
by name, and to prepare them, one by one, 
for the conqueſt of their inheritance, by 
giving them, prophetically, a general no- 
tion of their future condition, as conſti- 
tuent parts of the commonwealth of Iſrael, 
and of the particular lot to be aſſigned to 
each, with it's correſponding advantages 
and purſuits, For this purpoſe, I ſuppoſe 
him making a ſolemn progreſs through 
the whole hoſt, going from tribe to tribe, 
from tent to tent, and pouring out his 


* Deut. xxxiii. 1. 
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ſoul, as a dying parent, in bleſſings upon 


his offspring, according to their different 


characters and conditions. O how unlike 
thoſe viſits of ſelfiſhneſs, pride, ambition 
and ſtrife, which the candidates for fame, 
place, and power, are, from time to time, 
making through a corrupted land! Let us 
attend his progreſs, and mark what he 
fays. 


Wr find Moſes ſtill beginning, proceed- 


ing, concluding with God. He ſets 
out, on this laſt awful circuit, with a mind 
full of the glorious Majeſty of the great 
Jehovah. He calls to his own remem- 


brance, and impreſſes the image of it on 


the ſouls of the whole people, that great 
and dreadful day ben the Lord came 
from Sinai, and roſe up from Seir unto 
„% them; he ſhined forth from mount 
« Paran, and he came with ten thouſands 
of ſaints: from his right hand went 
%a fiery law for them“. — The parti- 


cular mention of Seir and Paran, in this 


* Deut. xxxili. 2. 


exordium, 


exordium, has given birth to a poor conceit 
in the Jeruſalem Targum, to this purpoſe, 
« that God firſt offered his law, and the 
protection which it afforded, to the Idu- 
© means, the inhabitants of mount Seir, 
4 and the poſterity of Eſau, but that they re- 
« jected it, becauſe it contained this precept, 
„thou ſhalt not kill. That, afferwards, it 
&« was tendered to the Iſhmaelites, or inha- 
„ bitants of mount Paran, who rejected it, 


e becauſe it ſaid, © thou ſhalt not ſteal.” 


That then it was propoſed to the poſterity 
of Jacob, who immediately replied, ** all 
* that the Lord hath commanded will we 
„do, and be obedient.” Without having 
recourſe to a conſtruction ſo unſupported, 
forced, and unnatural, the words of Moles, 
at the firſt glance, convey to us an image 
inconceivably grand and ſublime, but at 
the ſame time, ſimple, natural, and obvious. 
Iſrael was encamped in the plains of 
Moab, with Jordan, and the fertile fields 
of Canaan, directly in view; the proſpec 
on the ſouth terminated by the lofty 
mountains of Teman or Seir; and on the 
north by mount Paran; while Sinai raiſed 

it's 
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it's awful head, and buried it in the clouds 
of heaven from behind. Moſes accord- 
ingly repreſents, in the bold imagery of 
oriental poetry, the glory of the Lord ariſ- 
ing like the ſun in the eaſt, from behind 
the top of Sinai, and inſtantly darting his 


light from hill to hill, and increafing in 


luſtre, till the whole expanſe of heaven is 
filled with it. The prophet Habakkuk 
has evidently caught the ſame celeſtial fire, 
and is filled with the ſame animating ob- 
ject, when he exclaims, . God came from 
„ 'Teman, and the Holy One from mount 
“ Paran, Selah. His glory covered the 
© heavens, and the earth was full of his 
& praiſe. And his brightneſs was as the 
light, he had horns coming out of his 
„hand, and there was the hiding of his 
* power. Before him went the peſtilence, 
and burning coals went forth at his feet. 
« He ſtood and meaſured the earth: he 
„ beheld and drove aſunder the nations, 
&« and the everlaſting mountains were ſcat- 
s tered, the perpetual hills did bow: his 
„ways are everlaſting*.” 
* Habakkuk iii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
Bur 
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BuT what are mountains and hills ; and 
their inhabitants ? Moſes repreſents the 
oreat God as ariſing in unclouded majeſty 
amidſt ten thouſand of his holy ones. 
« Angels, his miniſters, that excel in 
« ſtrength,” the leaſt of whom could 
« wield theſe elements.” His red right 
hand is extended, preſenting to the aſto= 
niſhed beholder a law, a fiery law, a fire 
that purifies, a fire that conſumes. But the 
terror of this dreadful appearance 1s in- 
ſtantly loſt, in a diſplay of the grace and 
mercy which prompted this ſplendid viſit, 
Vea, he loved the people; all his ſaints 
* are in thy hand: and they fat down at 
thy feet; every one ſhall receive of thy 
„ words*.” Here we behold the Legiſlator 
loſt in the Friend, and inſtead of diſtract- 
edly, deſpairingly calling upon the moun- 
» tains to fall upon us, and the hills to 
* cover us,” we fit down in tranquil- 
lity at the feet of our gracious Teacher, 
and every one for himſelf, liſtens to the 
language of love. 


* Deut. xxxili. 3. 


Von V. FP Moszs 
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Moss firſt approaches the tents of the 
tribe of Reuben, and having introduced 
himſelf by theſe ſolemn ſtriking words, he 
proceeds to his particular ſalutation of 
that tribe. Let Reuben live, and not 
„% die; and let not his men be few.“ 
Concerning the head of that tribe, his 
dying father had prophetically denounced, 
«© Unſtable as water, thou ſhalt not excel; 
but the bleſſing of Moſes ſeems to wipe 
the blot out of the ſcutcheon, and Reuben 
ſeems reſtored to his rank in Iſrael again. 
Reuben alone of the ſons of Jacob pitied 
Joſeph in his diſtreſs, and contrived the 
means of reſtoring him to his father again, 
This redeems him, and his family, from 
infamy and deſtruction, and we are diſ- 
poſed to drown the memory of his lewd- 
neſs, in reſpe& for his tenderneſs and 

humanity. 


Wuo ſtands next on the roll of Jacob's 


ſons? To whom is the ſecond ſalutation 
due? Simeon. — But ah! We ſee the 


» Deut. XXXIiii. 6. 


curſe 
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curſe of a dying father upon him; we ſee 
Moſes paſting by his door without bidding 
him God ſpeed; we ſee the blood of the 
Schechemites, the innocent, credulous She- 
chemites, lying with an oppreſſive weight 
upon his ſeed ; we ſee a tribe of fifty-nine 
thouſand three hundred in the wilderneſs 
of Sinai, melted down, and reduced, to 
twenty-two. thouſand two hundred in the 
plains of Moab; we ſee no. judge or 


magiſtrate, in future times, ſpringing from 


his loins ; we ſee him “ divided in Jacob, 
and ſcattered in Iſracl:“ and in all 
this, we ſee the vengeance of a righteous 
God, purſuing a cool and deliberate mur- 
derer to utter ruin; and we are led to 
think of the more dreadful weight of that 
blood, which a hard-hearted race impre- 
cated upon themſelves, and upon their 
children; and which the ſhame and ſuf— 
ferings of one thouſand eight hundred 
years have not yet expiated. What muſt 
the ſons of Simeon have felt, when their 
dying leader paſſed them by, without 
vouchſafing them a word; and to find 
themſelves alone unbleſſed, of all the 

F2 children 
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children of their father's houſe! Speak 
to me, O merciful Father, in whatever 
language thou wilt; chide upbraid, chaſ- 
tiſe me, but O paſs me not by in ſilent 


neglect : ceaſe not to reprove me; yy not, 
let him alone.” 


THe dying prophet paſſes next, to the 
ſtandard of the tribe of Judah.— Judah, 
deſtined to empire, increaſe, and ſtrength ; 
Judah, the father of many princes : The 
root and offspring of David. And this 
is the bleſſing of Judah: and he ſaid, 
& hear, Lord, the voice of Judah; and 
„ bring him unto his people: let his 
“ hands be ſufficient for him, and be 
«+ thou an help to him from his enemies“. 
Theſe words of Moſes, ſend us again to the 
dying bed of Jacob, and we find both 
patriarchs conveying the ſame idea, con- 
cerning this prerogative tribe, ſtrength in- 
vincible, triumph over every foe, ſupreme 
authority; and we find ourſelves led till far- 
ther back, to Leah, his mother, in child- 
birth, beſtowing on this her fourth ſon, a 

* Deut. xxxXill. 7. 
name 


> 
. 
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name expreſſive of her perſonal exultation | 


and triumph, © Judah, praiſe the Lord ;” 
and thence to the infinitely glorious deſign 
of Providence, which has ſwallowed up the 
tranſient, private feeling, of the individual, 
in the great and comprehenſive view of 
general compaſhon and favour, and the 
ſource of univerſal gratitude and praiſe ; 
and, borne on the wings of Inſpiration, we 
riſe, with the beloved diſciple, in viſion, to 
contemplate the lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the root of David, prevailing to open the 
ſealed book, in the right hand of Him that 
fits on the throne, and looſing the ſeven 
ſeals thereof. ** And 1 beheld, and lo, 
© in the midſt of the throne, and of the 
„ four beaſts, and in the midſt of the 
t elders, ſtood a Lamb, as it had been 
* ſlain, having ſeven horns, and ſeven 
„eyes, which are the ſeven Spirits of 
„God, ſent forth into all the earth.” 
* And he came and took the book out 
Hof the right hand of Him that ſat upon 
* the throne. And when he had taken 
* the book, the four beaſts and four and 
* twenty elders fell down before the 

3 « Lamb, 
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© Lamb, having every one of them harps, 
and golden vials full of odours, which 
are the prayers of ſaints. And they 
„ ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art 
** worthy to take the book, and to open 
* the ſeals thereof: for thou waſt flain, 
„and haſt redeemed us to God by thy 
* blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
% and people, and nation; and haſt made 
* us unto our God, kings and prieſts : 
and we ſhall reign on the earth*.” 


Tnus, we behold all that is great and 
magnificent among men, bringing it's 
glory and honour, and laying them at the 
feet of Jeſus; and all that is paſt and pre- 
ſent, loſt in the immenſity, and import- 
ance, of that which is to come. 


He now approaches the prieſtly tribe of 
Levi, his kinſmen and friends according 
to the fleſh, and copiouſly beſtows his va- 
ledictory benediction upon them, in theſe 
remarkable words, Let thy Thummim 


* Rev. V. 7210. 
cc 
and 
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« and thy Urim be with thy holy one, "i 
e whom thou didſt prove at Maſlah, and | 
« with whom thou didſt ſtrive at the wa- 4 
« ters of Meribah ; who ſaid unto his fa- 
&« ther, and to his mother, I have not ſeen | 
him, neither did he acknowledge his 4 
&« brethren, nor knew his own children: 
&« for they have obſerved thy word and kept | 


4 ET ans 


thy covenant. They ſhall teach Jacob | 3 
« thy judgments, and Iſrael thy law : they g 
e ſhall put incenſe before thee, and whole | q' 
„ burnt-ſacrifice upon thine altar. Bleſs, 14 


Lord, his ſubſtance, and accept the work 
of his hands: ſmite through the loins 
« of them that riſe againſt him, and of 
them that hate him, that they riſe not 
% again®*,” 


Levi had been a partaker with Simeon, 
in ſhedding the blood of the Shechemites, 
and had fallen under the ſame condemna- 
tion; but their ſpirit and zeal in expiat- 
ing the guilt of the golden calf by the 
blood of it's idolatrous worſhippers, have 


P 4 removed 
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removed the ſtain, and reſtored their own 
blood again, and the dreadful ſentence, 
J will divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter 
& them in Iſrael,” as far as it affeQs 
them, is from a curſe turned into a bleſſing, 
They are divided in Jacob, and ſcattered 
in Ifrael, but it is honourably to them- 
ſelves, and uſefully to others : as the prieſts 
of the Lord, and the inſtructors of the 
people. Why may we not ſuppoſe 
Eleazar the High Prieſt, arrayed in his 
ſacerdotal veſtments, ſtanding at the head 
of his tribe to receive the ſalutation of 
Moſes, and chat the appearance of this 
ſacred officer, in the ſplendor of his pon- 
tifical garb, might ſuggeſt to Moſes ſome 
of the particulars contained in this bleſſing, 
eſpecially the beginning of it? Let thy 
„ Thummim and thy Urim be with thy 
„holy one.“ Thy Thummim and thy 
* Urim,” that is, being interpreted,“ thy 
5 perfeCtions and thy lights.“ They were 
myſteries, of which we have ſpoken in a 
former lecture, put into the High Prieſt's 
breaſt plate, and were deſigned apparently 


to ſignify the graces and office of the prieſt- 
hood, 
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hood, which was committed to Aaron and 
his ſeed, till Chriſt came, who ſhould ob- 
tain, and exerciſe, an everlaſting and un- 
changeable prieſthood, after a more excel- 
lent order than that of Aaron. 


ACCORDING to the different ideas of the 
myſtery of the Urim and Thummim, and 
the connection here eſtabliſhed between 
them and the temptation at Maſſah, and 
the ſtrife at Meribah, various turns and 
interpretations have been given to the 
words of Moles. 


1. THEY are ſuppoſed to be addreſſed to 
God himſelf, and the ſenſe to run thus, 
„Thy Thummim and thy Urim'* (0 
God) be with the man, thy gracious ſaint, 
(Aaron and his ſeed) whom thou temptedſt 
with temptation, or contendedſt with (for 
his fin) at the waters of Meribah, of which 
we have the hiſtory, Num. xx. And 
e the Lord ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, 
{© becauſe ye believed me not, to ſanctify 
* me in the eyes of the children of Iſrael ; 
© therefore ye ſhall not bring this congre- 
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« gation into the land which I have given | 
* them. This is the water of Meribah, 
te becauſe the children of Iſrael ſtrove with | 
„ the Lord: and he was ſanctified in 


& them#*.”” | 
OR, 2dly, They may be addreſſed to the ; 
whole tribe, and with this ſenſe, thy MW © 
Thummim and thy Urim (O Levi) be 
with Aaron and his ſons! the holy, 
choſen, anointed one of thy gracious God, x 
. 


whom thou, in common with the reſt of 
Iſrael temptedſt in Maſſah and in the ſtrife 
at Meribah. 


OR, 3dly, Underſtanding by the “ holy 13 
« one,” the Chriſt of God, this will be 6 
the ſenſe, Thy Thummim and thy Urim 
(O Levi) is with (or belongs to) the man 
thy holy one, (Meſſiah, the Chriſt) the 
holy one of God, whom thou temptedſt 
at Maſſah, and didſt ſtrive with at Me- 
ribah. In this laſt interpretation, the 
weakneſs, inſufficiency, imperfection and 
tranſitorineſs of the levitical prieſthood are 


* Num. xx. 12, 13. 


implied: 
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implied: 1t retained not long the Urim 
and Thummim, but loſt them in the Ba- 


byloniſh captivity, as we find from Ezra, | 
chap. ii. ver. 63. And the Tirſhatha i 
« ſaid unto them, that they ſhould not | 1 
« eat of the moſt holy things till there = 
“ ſtood up a prieſt with Urim and with | 


_« Thummim.” And it does not appear 
they ever had them more, until by Jeſus 
Chriſt, our High Prieſt after the order of 
Aaron, they were reſtored in the“ light 


| © and truth” of the goſpel. " 
| | 
| Tus blefling upon Levi thus proceeds, 9 
ö & Who ſaid unto his father, and to his 1 
' * mother, I have not ſeen him, neither 1 
did he acknowledge his brethren, nor 1 
knew his own children: for they have 0 
*© obſerved thy word, and kept thy cove- | 
i * nant*.” This is generally underſtood WW 
! | to expreſs the devotedneſs of that tribe to i 
dhe worſhip and ſervice of God, which laid [8 
them under a neceſſity of abſtractedneſs | 
from the world, and conſtrained them, i | 
e 11 
I * Deut. xxXxili. . | 1 
: when 10 
|| 
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when employedin the order of their courſe, 
to ſuppreſs all appearance of ſecular con- 
cern, fuch as mourning for the dead, and 
the like. Thus when“ Nadab and Abi- 
„hu periſhed by fire before the Lord,” 
Aaron and his two ſurviving ſons were 
expreſsly forbid to ſhew any ſigns of 
forrow. ©* Uncover not your heads, neither 
rend your clothes, leſt ye die.“ And 
« Aaron held his peace.” The words are 
by many interpreters ſuppoſed particularly 
to refer to the judgment executed, through 
the zeal of this tribe, on their offending 
brethren in the matter of the golden calf, 
which is thus deſcribed: “ And Moſes 
« ſtood in the gate of the camp, and 
« faid, who is on the Lord's fide? let 
* him come unto me. And all the ſons 
of Levi gathered themſelves together 
« unto him. And he ſaid unto them, 
„Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, put 
% every man his ſword by his fide, and go 
in and out from gate to gate through- 
out the camp, and flay every man his 
&* brother, and every man his companion, 
„ and every man his neighbour. And 

| „ the 


8 
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« the children of Levi did according to 
« the word of Moſes: and there fell of 
the people that day about three thouſand 
„% men. For Moſes had ſaid, conſecrate 
„ yourſelves to-day to the Lord, even 
* every man upon his ſon, and upon his 
brother; that he may beſtow upon you 
a bleſſing this day*.” And it may, 
perhaps, be intended as a warning to the 
Chriſtian prieſthood, that though their 
profeſſion does not call them wholly to 
renounce the world, to reſtrain the work - 
ings of natural affection, and ceaſe to be 
men, yet it does call them to a higher 
degree of hegvenly-mindednefs, to ſtricter 
{elf- govermnent, to a greater ſuperiority to 
worldly attachments and purſuits; and to 
have no reſpect of perſons in diſpenſing 
the bread of life, to know no man after 
the fleſh,“ to fit looſer than others, to 
the things of time. ' 


Tre next article, of their prophet's part- 
ing bleſſing, deſcribes their glorious privi- 


Exod. xxxii. 20—29. 
leges. 
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leges. *© They. ſhall teach Jacob thy 
« judgments, and Iſrael thy law: they 
& ſhall put incenſe before thee, and whole 
* burnt-ſacrifice upon thine altar.” The 
prieſt's lips ſhall keep knowledge. 


Tris, then, is the firſt duty of their 
office; to teach Jacob the judgments of 
„God, and Iſrael his law.” Theirs was 
to be the diſtinguiſhed honour of training 
up every ſucceeding generation, as it aroſe, 
in the knowledge of the God of their 
fathers, in what he had done for them, 
and what he required of them; of point- 
ing out, and inculcating upon them, the 
connection between their privileges and 
their duties, their ſafety and their obedi- 
ence, their ſecurity and their fidelity. 
They were ſtill to ſet before the people 
* good and evil, the bleſſing and the 
„ curſe,” the promiſes which allured to 
the one, the threatenings which deterred 
from the other. They were under the 
neceſſity, of conſequence, of ſtudying the 
law of God, and the hiſtory of his provi- 
dence themſelves, in order to the inſtruc- 

tion 
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tion of others; and to exhibit a decent 
conformity, in their own deportment, to 
what was written, as a pattern to theit 
fellow citizens—a taſk at once painful, 
dangerous, and honourable. 


Tk ſecond duty of their ſtation was, 
% to put incenſe before God.” That 
ſacred perfume was emblematical of the 
prayers, the praiſes, and the thankſgiving 


of Iſrael; and on Levi was conferred the 


glorious privilege of ſtanding between 
God and the people, of conveying from 
Him, to them, the diQtates of his will, 
the promiſes of his grace, the affurance 


of his favour and protection; and, as the 


mouth of the people, to reconvey to God, 
the effuſions of their gratitude, the ac- 
knowledgment of their ſubmiſſion and de- 


pendence ; their intire confidence in the. 


truth and faithfulneſs of God, their intire 
hope in his mercy. Theſe the ſons of Levi 
were to prefent before the Lord as in- 
cenſe; and with. this ſacrifice of praiſe 
from the people, the incenſe of their own 

grate ful 
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grateful acknowledgments would natu 
rally mingle and aſcend. 


FINALLY, the bleſſing pronounced on 
this diſtinguiſhed tribe, impoſed on them 
the office of offering up ** whole burnt 

« facrifice upon the altar of God.” They 
not only ſtood between a gracious God 
and an indebted people; but a holy and 
offended God, and a frail, offending 
people. Hence the neceſſity of * burnt 
&« ſacrifice,” hence the idea of atonement, 
hence the ſhedding of blood for the re- 
miſſion of fin, hence the inſtitution of 
the Levitical prieſthood—** the ſhadow 
of good things to come.” And thus 
the daily ſacrifice, the interceſſion of the 
houſe of Aaron, and the united characters, 
of teacher and prieſt, in the ſame perſon, 
prefigured and pointed out, ** the Lamb 
© of God, who taketh away the ſin of 
„ the world.”*—** The one Mediator 
«© between God and man, the Man Chriſt 
* Jeſus.” The great Teacher ſent from 
God, „ who ſpake as never man 

6 ſpake,” 


N 
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* ſpake.”—*<* God's beloved Son, in whom 
„He is well pleated.” | 


Tas concluſion of the benediction is 
prophetic, and deſcriptive of their re- 
ward, their inheritance, and ſecurity. 
% Bleſs, Lord, his ſubſtance, and accept 
„ the work of his hands: ſmite through 
| * the loins of them that rife againſt him, 


e riſe not again*.” This is the perfection 
| of creature happineſs : ample proviſion, 
and the bleſſing of the Almighty poured 
| down, and reſting upon it—works and 
| labours of love cheerfully performed, and 
graciouſly accepted—every foe ſubdued, 
and every ground of fear for ever re- 
moved. Here may we not apply, to this 


'» W tribe in particular, what Moſes, in the 
b | cloſe, applies to Iſrael in general? 
ol Happy art thou, O Levi: who is like 
1 . unto thee, O people ſaved by the 
ſt 1 Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who 
m is the ſword of thy excelicncy ! and 
an 


2D 
=. 


3 * Deut. xxxiii. 11. 


Vor. V. . & thine 


and of them that hate him, that they 
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ce thine enemies ſhall be found liars unto 
„ thee, and thou ſhalt tread upon their 
high places“.“ 


Sve were the functions, the privileges, 
the honours, and the emoluments, of the 
Levitical prieſthood. They ſuggeſt to the 
Chriſtian miniſtry, the vigilance, diligence, 
fidelity, and zeal, which become thoſe 
* who muſt give account” the neceſſity 
laid upon them ** to declare the whole 
„ counſel of God”—the aſſured ſupport 
on which they may depend, while they 
conſcientiouſly aim at doing their duty— 
the glorious “ recompenſe of reward,” 
which is laid up for the good and faith- 
„ ful ſervant,” in that day © when they 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightnels 
of the firmament; and they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for 
„ever and ever.“ May the power of 
ſuch motives be felt, and underſtood, by all 
who bear the ſacred and important office, 
that by them they may be rendered . ſted- 


Deut. xxxiii. 29. f Dan. xil. 3. 


« faſt, 
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« faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in 
« the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as they 
+ know that their labour is not in vain 


e jn the Lord.“ 


THs farther progreſs of Moſes through 
the remaining tribes of Iſrael ſhall be the 
| ſubject of the next Lecture. 


HISTORY or MOSES, 


LT OT UT 2X 


DE UT. XXXIII. I. 


AND THIS 1S THE BLESSING WHEREWITH 
MOSES THE MAN OF GOD BLESSED THE 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL BEFORE HIS DEATH, 


HE rich man in hell is repreſented#, 
as entertaining the fond belief, that 
the return of one from the dead would 
certainly be effectual, to the conviction 
and amendment of a thoughtleſs and im- 
penitent generation. And men, in gene- 
ral, are diſpoſed to aſcribe an infallible 
efficacy to means fabricated in their own 
imagination, While, at the ſame time, 
they wilfully neglect to uſe thoſe which 


* Luke xvi. 27, 28. 


Q 3 God 
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God has appointed, whoſe operation is 
undoubted, and of which they are in the 
entire poſſeſſion. The man of one talent 
lays it up in a napkin and buries it, be- 
cauſe he cannot, with one, do the work 
of five or of ten. - One man 1s an infidel, 
becauſe the miraculous powers which 
once accompanied the preaching of the 
goſpel, accompany it no more; another 
affects to deſpiſe all external evidence 
whatever, and looks at Chriſtianity with 
a ſuſpicious eye, becauſe it called in mi- 
racles, and prophecy, to confirm and ſup- 
port it. -The Jews rejected the counſel 
of God againſt themſelves, ſaying, ** He 
„ caſteth out devils, by Beelzebub the 
„ prince of the devils*.”” The Greeks 
accounted the doctrine of the croſs foolith- 
neſs, becauſe it belied their vain philo- 
ſophy, and expoſed their worldly ſpirit. 


Wrkk it poſſible for the human race 


to aſſemble in one general council, in 


order to ſettle a mode of religion which 


* Matth. xii. 24. 


ſhould 
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ſhould ſuit the whole, they would ſpeedily 
be conſtrained to ſeparate, without com- 
ing to any ſpecific, decifive agreement, on 
a point ſo eſſential ; for pride, and ſelfiſh- 
neſs, and the ſpirit of contradiction, would 
inſtantly raiſe oppoſition, and the moſt 
ſalutary idea would be rejected by one 
party, for no better reaſon, than that it 
was adopted by another. Were the rich 
man to come from the dead, commiſſion- 
ed © to tell the ſecrets of his priſon- 
% houſe:” were Lazarus permitted to 
leave the boſom of Abraham, in order to 
diſplay to men the glories of paradiſe ; 
what could they fay, that has not been 
repeated a thouſand and a thouſand 
times ? The one would be eſteemed by a 
buſy, careleſs, unbelieving world, a poor 
moping melancholy wretch, fit for a place 
in Bedlam ; the other would be called an 
enthuſiaſtie viſionary; and they might, 
for ought the world cared, return to the 
places from whence they came, and re- 
port that mankind was better employed 
than to liſten to their dreams; that it 
was election time; that the term was 


Q4 coming 
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coming on; that a packet was expected, 
or a flect arrived. 


Mex amuſe themſelves with crying up 
the advantages of thoſe who ſaw Chriſt 
going about doing good, “ healing all 
manner of ſickneſs among the people ;” 
of thoſe who heard Paul preach, and the 
like ; but the faithful and true witneſs al- 
ſures us, that Jeſus frequently wrought 
miracles, and Paul preached, in vain. Ca- 
pernaum, Bethſaida, Jeruſalem remained 
full of unbelievers; and apoſtolic elo- 
quence was called babbling by one, it 
made another to ſhake under a temporary 
fit of trembling, and only almoſt per- 


© {uaded” a third to be a Chriſtian. 


THe deciſion of father Abraham, then, 
in the paſſage already referred to, is 
founded in truth and experience. If 
* they hear not Moſes and the prophets, 


* neither will they be perſuaded though 
„one role from the dead*.” Moyes 


* Luke xvi. 31. 


ſp:kc 
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ſpake from the brink of the grave, and 
was forgotten the moment that his voice 
ceaſed, God himſelf thundered from 
Sinai, Thou ſhalt not make unto thee 
any graven image, or any likeneſs of 
% any thing, that is in heaven above, or 
e that is in the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. Thou 
ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to them, 
nor ſerve them: for I the Lord thy 
„God am a jealous God, viſiting the 
* iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- ; 
e dren unto the third and fourth genera- | 
tion of them that hate me*:“ and | 
within “ a little month,“ we ſee all Hrael 
dancing round a golden calf, and ſaying, f 
+ Theſe be thy gods, O Ifrael, which 
brought thee up out of the land of 
„Egypt f.“ The Son of Man came 
down from heaven, diſcloſed the ſecrets Wl 
of the Eternal mind ; deſcended into the 
grave, and returned to the earth, and k 


ſhewed himſelf openly. But did infide- _ 


Exodus xx. 4, 5. 
+ Exodus xxxii. 4. 


lit y 
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lity ſtop her mouth? No. Some of 
« the watch came into the city, and 
& ſhewed unto the chief prieſts all the 
te things that were done. And when 
they were aſſembled with the elders, 
„and had taken counſel, they gave large 
© money unto the ſoldiers, ſaying, ſay 
ye, his diſciples came by night, and 
e ſtole him away while we ſlept. And 
<« if this come to the governor's ears, we 
will perſuade him, and ſecure you. So 
they took the money, and did as they 
* were taught: and this ſaying is com- 
% monly reported among the Jews until 
this day*.” 


Tus circumſtances in which Moſes 
took his laſt long farewel of his beloved 
charge, were ſuch, one would think, as 
to leave a laſting, an indelible impreſſion 
on the minds of his hearers; but the 
ſequel ſhews us, that the impreſſions of 
gratitude, ſympathy, ſorrow and regret, 


Matth. xxviii. 1L—15. 
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are as the morning cloud and the early 
« dew, which paſſeth away.” 
4 

—Havinsg finiſhed his courſe, and the 
time of his departure drawing nigh, we 
behold the man of God making his final 
progreſs through the camp of Ifrael ; 
going from tribe to tribe, from ſtandard 
to ſtandard, ſaluting every one by his 
name, and pronouncing over him the cor- 
dial benediction of a dying friend. We 
have accompanied him from Reuben to 


Judah, and from Judah to Levi, and 


heard his dying breath confirm the pro- 
miſe of royal dignity to the one, and en- 
tail the ſacred dignity of the prieſthood 
upon the other. They have heard his 
laſt adieu. Their eyes ſhall behold him 
no more. He has now arrived at the en- 
campment of Benjamin.—Benjamin, the 
ſon of his mother's ſorrow, the ſon of 


his father's right hand : the laſt of Iſrael 


in the courſe of nature, not the leaſt in 
the affection of his ſole ſurviving parent, 
nor 1n importance as one of the heads of 
the holy common-wealth. Benjamin, 
deſtined 
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deſtined of Providence to ſupport the 
throne of David, when ſhaken by the re- 
volt of ten tribes. And what is the 
bleſſing of Benjamin? “Of Benjamin he 
% ſaid, the beloved of the Lord ſhall 
« dwell in ſafety by him; and the Lord 
& ſhall cover him all the day long, and 
„ he ſhall dwell between his ſhoulders*.” 


THE courſe in which Moſes proceeded 
in pronouncing the bleſſing, is ſuppoſed 
by ſome to be prophetically governed, ac- 
cording to the geographical deſcription of 
Canaan, and the order and courſe in 
which each portion was allotted to every 


. » ſeveral tribe, Benjamin, therefore, is ad- 


dreſſed before his elder brother Joſeph, 
becauſe the lots of his inheritance was to 
he between the lot of Judah and Joſeph, 
and to border upon each, and this, by con- 
ſulting the book of Joſhua, xviii.—11, 
you will find was the caſe. And we 
ſhall afterwards find mahy circumſtances 
concurring, to give a diſtinction, and a con- 


Deut. xxxiii. 12. | 
ſequence, 


LECT.X.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 239 


ſequence, to Benjamin, among the tribes 
of Iſrael. Jebus, that is Jeruſalem, fell to 
them. Of courſe, the ſeat of empire, 
and of religion, in proceſs of time, was 
fixed in the midſt of them. Imperial 
Judah adminiſtered the affairs of govern- 
ment, in a city belonging to another tribe, 
and from the day that the temple was built, 
not only the prieſts, the ſons of Levi, were 
called to miniſter in the order of their 
courſe, within the confines of their bro- 
ther Benjamin ; but all the males of, all 
the tribes, were obliged to appear before 
the Lord in the ſame place, at the three 
great ſtated feſtivals every year, beſides 
the innumerable occaſional viſits, made 
to the metropolis of the whole country, 
as to the centre of civil government, and 
of religious worſhip. 


ON comparing the arrangement of the 
precious ſtones, in the breaft- plate of the 
High Prieſt, with that of the ſame num- 


ber and quality of gems, which are re- 


preſented as conſtituting the foundation 


of the New Jeruſalem, we find the jaſper 
ſtanding 
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ſtanding laſt, with the name of Benjamin 
engraved upon it, in the breaſt plate; 
but it is the firſt, in the foundation of the 
holy city, which is the type of the Chriſ- 
tian church. 


Wir the aid of Benjamin alone, Judah 
was enabled to ſupport an independent 
ſovereignty, which conſiderably outlaſted 
the kingdom of the ten tribes. This, 
and various other circumſtances, in the 
future hiſtory and condition of this tribe, 
explain the bleſſing of Moſes, which de- 
fcribes him as“ the beloved of the Lord,” 
tenderly watched over and protected of Te- 
hovah ; as the progenitor of this tribe, ac- 
cording to the fleſh, was carefully kept at 
home, and affectionately cheriſhed by his 
father Jacob; as dwelling in ſafety by 
„ him,” that is, in confidence, in ſecurity, 
there being? none to make him afraid,” 
to whom God was ſo nigh. There is ap- 
parently an alluſion to this, and a beau- 
tiful one, in the 48th Pſalm, from verſe 
1 to 5,—* Great is the Lord, and greatly 
to be praiſed, in the city of our God, 

« in 
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ein the mountain of his holineſs. Beau- 
e tiful for ſituation, the joy of the whole 
« earth, is mount Zion, on the ſides of 
the north, the city of the great king. 
„God is known in her palaces for a re- 
„ fuge. For lo, the kings were aſſem- 
e bled, they paſſed by together. They 
&« ſaw it, and ſo they marvelled; they 
« were troubled, and haſted away.“ 
„The Lord ſhall cover him,” adds Mo- 
ſes, ** all day long.” —** Cover. The Se- 
venty tranſlate the word by one that 
ſignifies “to overſhadow.”” The Chal- 
dean paraphraſe is, © he ſhall be a ſhield 
over him ;* it denotes a ſecurity, cover- 
ing, or protection from evil; and the 
evangelical prophet, Iſaiah, beautifully 
expands the thought in theſe remarkable 
words, deſcriptive of, and applied to, the 
ſame object. And the Lord will create 
* upon every dwelling place of mount 
Zion, and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud 
* and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of 
* a flaming fire by night: for upon all 
„the glory ſhall be a defence. And 
„ there ſhall be a tabernacle for a ſhadow 

in 
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in the day-time from the heat, and for 
* a place of refuge, and for a covert 
from ſtorm and from rain*,”—* All 
day long,” or every day; that is, 
continually. And he ſhall dwell be- 
„ tween his ſhoulders ;”” like the head, 
the glory of the natural body, rearing 
itſelf majeſtically between, and upon, 
the ſhoulders,” the ſtrength and power 
of the man.—This was the bleſſing of 
Benjamin. 


Moss ſeems now to turn to a pecu- 
liarly favourite object; he ſeems to riſe 
above himſelf; the ſpirit of dying Jacob 
ſeems to revive in him. As if the name 
of Joſeph were the fire put to the train, 
he kindles, he blazes, he lightens. As 
if the name of Joſeph were the ſignal to 
be at once great and ſublime, tender and 
pathetic, approaching his ſtandard, recol- 
lecting the hiſtory and character of their 
illuſtrious progenitor, contemplating their 
riſing greatneſs and proſperity, he 


* Iſaiah iv. 5, 6. 
thus 
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thus breaks out in ſtrains loftier than bard 
ever ſung. Bleſſed of the Lord be his 
land, for the precious things of heaven, 
* for the dew, and for the deep that 
** coucheth beneath; and for the preci- 
* ous fruits brought forth by the ſun, 
and for the precious things put forth 
* by the moon, and for the chief 
things of the ancient mountains, and 
for the precious things of the laſting 
hills. And for the precious things of 
„ the earth, and fulneſs thereof; and for 
„the good- will of him that dwelt in 
* the buſh: let the bleſſing come upon 
* the head of Joſeph, and upon the top 
of the head of him that was ſeparated 
from his brethren. His glory is like 
the firſtling of his bullock, and his 
„ horns, are like the horns of unicorns : 
„with them he ſhall puſh the people 
together to the ends of the earth: and 
they are the ten thouſands of Ephraim, 
„and they are the thouſands of Ma- 
„ nafſeh*.” Iſaac had but two ſons, 


* Deut. xxxiii. 13—17- 
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and he found himſelf exhauſted when he 
had beſtowed a bleſſing upon one of them; 
Jacob has twelve ſons, and yet he has a 
ſeveral bleſſing for each ſon. Iſrael, at the 
death of Moſes, was increaſed to an innu- 
merable multitude, and yet there are 
bleſſings enough, and to ſpare, and yet 
there is room. And when God ſhall have 
brought back the captivity of Jacob, 
when God ſhall have brought his anci- 
ent people within the bond of the goſpel 
covenant, together with the fulneſs of the 
Gentile nations, the tide of benediction 
ſhall riſe; and riſe, and ſwell, to the num- 
ber and neceſſity of all the partakers, 
Thus the ſacred ſtream, which Ezekiel 
ſaw in viſion, iſſuing from the threſhold 
of the houſe, was at firſt but a little 
bubbling fountain; but after a progreſs 
of a thouſand cubits, became ** a brook 
„of water up to the ancles;” after a 
thouſand more, had riſen to the height of 
the loins; and after a thouſand more, 
& the waters were riſen, waters to ſwim 
* in, a river that could not be paſſed 
„over.“ 


To 
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To go into a detail of the particulars, 
contained in the bleſſing of Joſeph, in- 
ſtead of occupying the ſpace of an even- 
ing, might furniſh employment for years. 
I feel myſelf perfectly at a loſs how to 
repreſent it to your view ; in what light 
firſt to conſider it, what particular part of 
it to bring forward—whether I ſhould at 
all preſume to attempt an illuſtration of 
it, or leave it altogether to your private 
meditation. Never, ſurely, in the ſame 
quantity of words, were exhibited ſuch a 
multitude, and variety, of beautiful, ſtrik- 
ing, and ſublime ideas. When Joſeph 
is to be bleſſed, the prophet for him ar- 
rays Nature in her gayeſt, richeſt attire: 
for him he digs into the mine, and cleaves 
the flinty rock, and pours jewels and gold 
at his feet. For him the roſes blow, for 
* him diſtils the dew.” For him golden 
harveſts wave in the fragrant air, and 
rivers of milk and oil flow down the 
mountains and through the vallies. For 
him the ſwelling cluſters of the vine aſ- 
ſume a purple hue, the meadows clothe 
themſelves with verdure, and the cedars 
R 2 of 
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of God lift their proud heads to the 
ſkies; the ſun and moon, and eleven 
ſtars, do obeiſance to him. Nature is 
then animated, as it were, to do him ho- 
nour, to give him protection, to extend 
his empire, to miniſter to his delight, 
The grove becomes vocal, the bullock 
treads ſtately through the plain, the uni- 
corn puſhes with the horn, nations of 
enemies melt before him, the ten thou- 
ſands of Ephraim, and the thouſands of 
Manaſſeh cultivate their fertile, peacefu] 
fields, beautify their pleafant villages, 
fortify their magnificent cities. 


WI᷑ I inexhauſted ſtrength, with reſiſt- 
leſs force, the prophet then hurries us 
out of the ſphere of Nature, bears us to 
the awful regions of religion, places oui 
feet on holy ground. Is the bleſſing 
of Joſeph; and we feel ourſelves tranſ- 
ported to the wilderneſs of Horeb, we 
behold the buſh on fire, we hear the voice 
of God himſelf from the midft of the 
flame. But though it ſpeaks from the 


midſt of fire, to the houſe of Joſeph 
it 


LECT. x.] HISTORY OF MOSBS. 247 


it ſpeaks nothing but love, it is a fire that 
conſumes not, it breathes * good will.“ 
Moſes having thus, as a poet, touched 


every power of imagination, conducted us 


from one ſcene of delight to another, and 
made all Eden riſe to view; having, as a pro- 
phet, unveiled the world of ſpirits to our 
aſtoniſhed ſight, and borne us as on eagle's 
wings up to the throne of God, gently 
deviates into his character of orator and 
hiſtorian, and ſweetly re-deſcends with us 
into the field of Zoan, and calls forth a 
tender ſigh from our boſom over the hap- 
leſs youth who was torn from his father's 
embrace, and ſold into ſlavery. ** Let the 
« bleſſing come upon the head of Joſeph, 
and upon the top of the head of him 
that was ſeparated from his brethren®*.” 
But“ who is this that darkeneth counſel 
by words without knowledge?“ Mo- 
ſes, my friends, ſeems reluctant to break 


off his ſubject, he is loth to bid Joſeph 


* Deut. xxxiii. 16. 
+ Job. xxxiii. 2. 
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farewel; as he goes he © caſts a long- 
ing lingering look behind,” and fighs 
out another bleſſing, after his tongue is 
ſilent. When Jacob ſpeaks to Joſeph, 
and Moſes writes and ſpeaks of him, nei- 
ther of them knows how to leave off. 


Wx ſoon find the prediction of Moſes 
verified, and the parting benediction fall- 
ing down, according to the letter of it, in 
copious ſhowers upon the head of Joſeph. 
For though half the tribe of Manaſſeh ob- 
tained an inheritance beyond Jordan, and 
a fair and ſpacious lot had fallen to the 
reſt of the ſons of Joſeph in Canaan, 
they are ſoon under the neceſlity of ap- 
plying to Joſhua for an additional lot to 
enlarge their border. And the children 
* of Joſeph ſpake unto Joſhua, ſaying, 
* why haſt thou given me but one lot 
and one portion to inherit, ſeeing I am 
%a great people, foraſmuch as the Lord 
„ hath bleſſed me hitherto? And Joſhua 
e anſwered them, if thou be a great people, 
then get thee up to the wood-country, 
and cut down for thyſelf there in the 
66 Jand 
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% land of the Perizzites, and of the giants, 
« if mount Ephraim be too narrow for 
« thee. And the children cf Joſeph ſaid, 
« the hill is not enough for us; and all 
the Canaanites that dwell in the land 
of the valley have chariots of iron, both 
„ they who are of Beth-ſhean and her 
% towns, and they who are of the valley 
of Jezreel. And Joſhua ſpake unto the 
“ houſe of Joſeph, even to Ephraim and 
« to Manaſſeh, ſaying, thou art a great 
„people, and haſt great power: thou 
« ſhalt not have one lot only. But the 
c mountain ſhall be thine; for it is a 
% wood, and thou ſhalt cut it down: 
and the out-goings of it ſhall be thine: 
e for thou ſhalt drive out the Canaanites, 
* though they have iron chariots, and 
though they be ſtrong*.” 


Taz Jewiſh writers take delight, in 


expatiating upon the beauty and fruit fal- 


neſs, of the providentially allotted portica 


of this tribe. They repreſent Canaan as 


* Joſhua xvii. 14—18. 


R 4 a garden 
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a garden, in compariſon to the reſt of the 
world, and mount Ephraim with it's adja- 
cent plains, as the garden of Canaan.— 
But we muſt haſten from it, and attend 
our departing prophet, as he bids a ſhorter 
adieu to the remaining tribes, 


As the lots of Zebulun and Iſſachar 
were to be contiguous in Canaan ; as 
they were brothers german, being both 
ſons of Leah, and thereby had a nearer 
intereſt and affection among themſelves, 
and their tents were pitched contiguous 
to each other in the plains of Moab, 
Moſes addreſſes them as forming one body 
of people. And of Zebulun he ſaid, 
«+ Rejoice Zebulun, in thy going out; and 
« Iffachar in thy tents*.” This is, with 
little variation, a repetition and confirma- 
tion of the bleſſing pronounced by dying 
Jacob. Zebulun the younger of the two 
brothers is in both preferred; and, in diſ- 
tributing the lots, Zebulun has the third 
lot, Iſſachar only the fourth. The in- 


» Deut. XXxXIii. 18. 
heritance 
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heritance of Zebulun was to be of a pecu- | 
lar quality, and they were to draw their | 
ſubfiſtence and wealth, from ſources very 
different from thoſe of the reſt of Iſrael ; 
they were to grow great by navigation 


and trade. 


Tux ſea, that unruly element, was to | 
be made tributary to them, and through [ 
it, a paſſage opened to them to the vaſt, | 
populous, and wealthy ſhores,. of Africa on p 
the ſouth, and of Afia and Europe on the 
north. They ſhall ſuck of the abun- 
* dance of the ſeas, and of treaſures hid 
in the ſand. They ſhall call the people 
+ unto the mountain, there they ſhall offer 
© ſacrifices of righteouſneſs*,”” The Chal- 
dean applies theſe words peculiarly to 
Iſſachar, and tranſlates them thus. Re- 
« joice Iſſachar, that is, be thou bleſſed in 
thy going to appoint the times of the 
„ ſolemn Frafta of Iſrael,” which has a 
reference to what we read of this tribe, 


Deut. xxxili. 19. 


1 Chron. 
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1 Chron. xii. 32. And of the chil- 
« dren of Iſſachar, which were men that 
& had underſtanding of the times, to know 
«* what Iſrael ought to do: the heads 
© of them were two hundred, and all 


„ their brethren were at their command- 
„ ment.” This is generally underſtood of 


the times and ſeaſons of the year, of the 
new moons and other appearances of 
the heavenly bodies, by which the ſo- 
lemn feſtivals were regulated, and which 
they of Iſſachar, by their aſtronomi- 
cal obſervation and ſkill, calculated for 
the uſe of all Iſrael. Hence, they are re- 
preſented in the bleſſing of Moſes as call- 
ing the people ** unto mount Zion, where 
e the temple was.” Thus, we ſee every 
tribe had ſome ſeparate and diſtinct pro- 
vince, ſome peculiar benefit and privilege, 
that in the common-wealth of Iſrael, as 
in the natural body, there might be no 
ſchiſm, nor the hand be able to ſay to the 
eye, or to the foot, I have no need 
of thee.” 


MosEs 
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Moss advances to the tents of 
Gad with theſe words upon his tongue. 
<« RBleſſed be he that enlargeth Gad: he 


c dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm 


« with the crown of the head. And he 
provided the firſt part for himſelf, be- 
„ cauſe there in a portion of the law-giver 
e was he ſeated: and he came with the 
heads of the people, he executed the 
© juſtice of the Lord, and his judgments 
„with Ifrael*.” The enlargement of Gad 
may refer to his inheritance, which God 
hereby promiſed to extend, as he did that 
of Iſrael in general. I will enlarge thy 
&* border ;** or it may be underſtood of his 
perſon, and will then imply deliverance 
out of trouble, in which ſenſe the word 
is uſed Pſalm iv. 1. ** Thou haſt enlarged 
% me when I was in diſtreſs.” If ſo, the 
words of Moſes refer to the troubles of 
Gad, propheſied of by his dying father, 
and the hiſtory of the deliverance and 
enlargement of that tribe, from the hands 
of their enemies, by Jephtha the Gileadite. 


* Deut. xxxiii. 20, 21. 


We 


were mighty men of valour,' 
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We read of Gadites in David's time, who 
" Whoſe 
faces were like the faces of lions,” and 
were „ as ſwift as the roes upon the 
mountains.“ Hence he is ſaid ©* to dwell 
as a lion, and to tear the arm with the 
„% crown of the head;” the emblems. of 
ſovereignty and ſtrength, intimating that 
none ſhould be ſo high or powerful, but 
the might of Gad ſhould bring him down. 
The blefling in the 21ſt verſe plainly re- 
fers to the proviſion already made for 
this tribe in conjunction with Reuben, 
and the Half tribe of Manaſleh, in the 
kingdoms of Og and Sihon. * And he 
provided the firſt part for himſelf, be- 
*© cauſe there in a portion of the law- 
„ giver was he ſeated : and he came with 


<< the heads of the people, he executed 


the juſtice of the Lord, and his judg- 


{© ments with Iſrael*,” 


TuzE younger children of a numerous 
family, are to a ſtranger ſo many unin- 


Deut. xxxiii. 21. | 
tereſting 
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tereſting, inſignificant names ; they have 


a mere family likeneſs, they ſpeedily be- 
come undiſtinguiſhable, we miſtake the 
one for the other. It is not ſo with the 
parents ; they have diſtinguiſhing marks 
for each, they have a particular affection 
for every one; they have ſomething to 
ſay to, to ſay of, every one. Thus Dan 
and Naphtali and Aſher are to us, fo 
many words without a meaning ; but in 
the eyes of Moſes all have a ſpecial im» 
portance, each particular bleſſing has a 
ſpecial meaning, and the laſt is not the 
leaſt in his affection. But as ſtrangers we 
paſs by the reſt, and diſtin& ideas of only 
two or three, of Judah and Levi, and Ben- 
jamin and Joſeph, cleave to our memory; 
theſe we would know among ten thou- 
ſand, theſe we can never forget. 


We muſt now ſuppoſe Moſes to have 
finiſhed his round, to have returned to 
| his place; and, cloſing the folemn ſcene 
with taking a general ſurvey of the whole, 


he riſes from the goodly tents of Iſrael, to 
the 
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the contemplation and acknowledgement 
of Iſrael's God, and he finally deſiſts from 
ſpeaking and acting, in rapturous admira- 
tion of Him, in whom he lived, moved, 
and breathed; he begins heaven on earth, 
by pouring out his ſoul in the boſom of 
the God of heaven and earth. There is 
* none like unto the God of Jeſhurun, 
* who rideth upon the heaven in thy 
help, and in his excellency on the ſky. 
„ The eternal God is my refuge, and 
« underneath are the everlaſting arms: 
and he ſhall thruſt out the enemy from 
before thee, and ſhall ſay deſtroy them. 
« Iſrael then ſhall dwell in ſafety alone; 
* the fountain of Jacob ſhall be upon a 
„land of corn and wine, alſo his heavens 
&« ſhall drop down dew. Happy art thou, 
«© O Iſrael, who is like unto thee, O 
e people faved by the Lord, the ſhield of 
« thy help, and who is the ſword of thy 
« excellency ! and thine enemies ſhall be 
4 found liars unto thee, and thou ſhalt 
e tread upon their high places *.“ 


„ Deut. xxxiil. 26—29. 
-MoszEs 


* 


LECT. x.] HISTORY OF MOSES, 2357 


Mosxs pronounced ableſſing which he 
could not beſtow, which has long ago ſpent 
itſelf, the effects of which are no lon ger 
viſible.-—Chriſt led out his diſciples as far 
as to Bethany: and he lifted up his hands, 
e and bleſſed them *.“ He pronounced a 
bleſſing which it was in his power to con- 
fer, which has not ſpent it's force, which 
reaches into eternity: * Go ye and 
« teach all nations, baptizing them, in the 
& name of the Father, and of the Son, 
„and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them 
eto obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
*© commanded you. And lo, I am with 
% you always, even unto the end of the 
&« world.” —Heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away, but his word ſhall not paſs away, 
till all be fulfilled. © He ever liveth to 
© make interceſſion for us.“ All power 
eis given unto him in heaven and in earth.“ 
What are the kingdoms of this world, and 
the glory of them ? What is now the land 
which once flowed with milk and honey ? 
Where are now * the ten thouſands of 


Luke xxiv. 50. f Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 


Ephraim, 


N — 
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Ephraim, and the thouſands of Manaſ- 


« ſeh ?” The bleſſing even of Joſeph has 


failed, and the beauty of Mount Ephraim 


is no more. But we receive, from our 
greater Prophet, a kingdom which cannot 


„ be moved: an inheritance incorruptible, 


* undefiled, and which fadeth not away.“ 
His benediction embraces a globe; extends 
from generation to generation; unites his 
ſecond to his firſt coming ; expands a new 
creation, „new heavens and a new earth, 
«© wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs ;" exalts 
cuilty fallen men to the dignity of the ſons 
of God. Let him bleſs me, and I ſhall be 
bleſſed. Lord, lift thou upon me the 
light of thy countenance, and I ſhall be 
ſaved : breathe upon me, and I ſhall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy _ 


a bleſſing of Moſes implied ſucceſ- 
ſion and change; contention and triumph ; 
exhibited the ** confuſed noiſe of the war- 
rior, and garments rolled in blood,” the 
exaltation of one on the depreſſion of ano- 
ther: The bleſſing of Chriſt preſents ſta- 
bility and permanency, harmony and peace, 

equality 
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equality and acquieſcence ; exhibits only 
the noble contention of generous and af- 


lence; the ſpirit of adoption burſting from 
every lip, Abba, Father; the ſpirit of bro- 
therly love glowing in every boſom, tun- 
ing the tongue to the law of kindneſs, 
beaming from the eye in looks of tender- 
neſs —A greater than Moſes is with us: 


grace. 


| Vox. V. 8 


fectionate ſpirits, the triumphs of benevo- 


We *© are not under the law, but under 


— * *. 1 o 
= 
f J 7's "Ws he” OOO 


HISTORY or MOSES. 


——o OO n—_— — 


FFV 


DEU T. XXIV. 1— 6. 


AND MOSES WENT UP FROM THE PLAINS OF 
MOAB UNTO THE MOUNTAIN OF NEBO, 
TO THE TOP OF PISGAH,, THAT IS OVER 
AGAINST JERICHO. AND THE LORD SHEW- 
ED HIM ALL THE LAND OF GILEAD, UNTO 
DAN, AND ALL NATHTALI, AND THE LAND 
OF EPHRAIM, AND MANASSEH, AND ALL 
THE LAND OF JUDAH UNTO THE UTMOST 
SEA, AND THE SOUTH, AND THE PLAIN 
OF THE VALLEY OE JERICHO, THE CITY OF 
PALM-TREES, UNTO ZOAR. AND THE LORD 
SAID UNTO HIM, THIS 1S THE LAND WHICH 
I SWARE UNTO ABRAHAM, UNTO ISAAC, 
AND UNTO JACOB, SAYING, I WILL GIVE 
IT UNTO THY SEED: I HAVE CAUSED THEE 
TO SEE IT WITH THINE EYES, BUT THOU 
SHALT NOT GO OVER THITHER. SO MOSES 
THE SERVANT OF THE LORD DIED THERE 
IN THE LAND OF MOAB, ACCORDING TO 
THE WORD OF THE LORD. AND HE BURIED 
HIM IN A VALLEY IN THE LAND OF MOAB, 
OVER AGAINST BETH-PEOR: BUT NO MAN 
KNOWETH OF HIS SEPULCHRE UNTO THIS 
DAY. 


O 2 WHEN 
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HEN ſtrangers accidentally meet 

to perform together the ſame 
voyage or journey, they are apt at firſt, 
to regard each other with looks of caution 
and diſtruſt; they converſe ſparingly, and 
with referve; they conceal their views and 
purpoſes in their own breaſts ; they at- 
tempt to dive into the characters and de- 
ſigns of their fellow-travellers. By de- 
grees, this ſuſpicious cautiouſneſs wears off; 
it becomes their mutual deſire, and endea- 
vour, to pleaſe and oblige, they feel them- 
ſelves united by a common intereſt, their 
communreations become frequent and free, 
they diſcover all that is in their hearts, they 
take a kind concern in each other's future 
fortunes, they exchange tokens of affec- 
tion, they deviſe the means of coming to— 


cether again, aud part at length with regret. 


W ſeem, my brethren, to have been 
travelling through a vaſt country; we ſeem 
to have been converſing with men of a dit- 
ferent age and region; we have contem- 
plated many a fair proſpect, we have mark- 
cd many ſucceſſive changes, and, at the 

ond 
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end of another ſtage or two, we muſt ſe- 
parate, and bid each other farewel. Like , 
men acquainted and friendly, who know 
each other's meaning, and wiſh each other's 
| happineſs, we look back to our common 
| pilgrimage with ſome degree of ſatisfaction, 
and forward, I truſt, with ſome degree of , 
deſire to meet together again. The mu- 1 
tual token which, in the mean time, we 
ſhall carry with us, to ſtir up our minds | 
. by way of remembrance, 1s one that touches 
a the heart by more than one ſpring, the 


— = — 4 
= XY 
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r memory of a dear and eſtimable common | 

friend, who has contributed much to our | 
y pleaſure and improvement, who was lovely {1 
0 and pleaſant in life, and in death, fills the il 


- ſoul with admiration and regret ; but | 
p whom we have the felicity of confidering 


t. as having only preceded us a little in a j 
journey, on which we too have already a 
n entered, and the end of which will bring 
mM us to the ſame home with him. | | 
f. ] 
» THz pen has now dropt from the hand | 
K- of Moſes, and ſilent is his tongue; and | 
16 another, not himſelf, muſt tell us what 
To 83 he 
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he is, and how he died. Every ſcene in 
the life of this illuſtrious man is ſingular, 
and inſtructive as ſingular ; and his latter 
end is not the leaſt intereſting and uſeful. 
He had now completed his one hundred 
and twentieth year, without having become 
ſubject to the uſual infirmities of that ad- 
vanced age. It is one thing to live long, 
and another to be old. We frequently ce 
old age commenced, by many woful ſymp- 
toms, long before the man has begun to 
live at all: and we ſometimes ſee the wil- 
dom and piety of gray hairs, giving luſtre 
to the bloom of youth, and tempering the 
vivacity of the morning of life. We with to 
live long, but we weakly aſſociate what ne- 
ver met, except in Moſes and a favoured 
few like him, perfect ſoundneſs of faculties, 
and the capacity of enjoying life, united 
to length of daysand richneſs of experience. 
We with to live long, but we fail to reflect 
on dimneſs of eyes, decay of memory, waſt- 
ing of ſtrength, loſs of appetite, the neg- 
le& or unkindneſs of friends, and the other 
concomitants of that forlorn period. We 
wiſh to live long, but if the days come, 
we 
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we find them evil ; when theſe wiſhed-for 
years draw nigh, we are conſtrained to ac- 
knowledge that we have no pleaſure in 


them.“ The few, the very few exceptions, 


which the hiſtory of mankind furniſhes, 
from the general rule, ſerve only the more 
grievouſly to confirm it. Happy would it 
be for old men, however, happy for them- 
ſelves, and moſt happy for others, though 
they cannot retain at pleaſure the clear- 
ſightedneſs and vigour of Moſes, did they 
cultivate, as they ought, andacquireas they 
might, ſomething of his meekneſs, and 
gentleneſs, and condeſcenfion ; they would 
not have ſuch frequent”"reaſon to complain 
of the petulance, ſelf-ſufficiency, and pre- 
ſumption of young men, if they them- 
ſelves would learn to be leſs peeviſh, and 
obſtinate, and overbearing. For, bad as 
the world is, age will obtain reſpect, un- 
leſs it take pains to provoke inſult and 
diſreſpect. 


TE death of Moſes, then, was not in 
the ordinary courſe of nature, it was not 
preceded by it's uſual harbingers, it was 
not occaſioned by a failure of the radical 

| moiſture, 
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moiſture, by the ſtroke of violence, or the 


malignity of diſeaſe, but by a ſimple act 
of the will of God. Wherefore, then, 
* ſhould it be thought a thing incredible 
that God ſhould raiſe the dead?“ When 
we ſee the antediluvian patriarchs living 
to one thouſand years, the eye of Moles, 
at one hundred and twenty, not dim, nor 
his natural force abated, and“ Chriſt, the 
e firſt fruits,” burſting aſunder the bars of 
the grave ; have we not ſo many concur- 
ring preſumptions, and proofs, of immor- 
tality and the reſurrection. And what 
muſt be the angelic beauty, the celeſtial 
vigour, the undecaying luſtre and glory of 
bodies ** faſhioned like to Chriſt's glo- 
*© rz0us body,“ when we ſee the face of 
Moſes ſhine, that it could not be ſted- 
faſtly looked at, and preſerving to life's 
extremity, the morning dew of youth? 
The honour put on Moſes was rare and 
ſingular, but the glory to be revealed, is 


a bleſſedneſs of which all the redeemed of 
the Lord ſhall partake. 


WHEN the ſummons arrived for Aaron 
to prepare for death, Moſes, his brother, 
and 
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and Eleazar, his ſon and ſucceſſor, were 
commanded to aſcend the mountain with 
him, and to aſſiſt in the ſolemnities of the 
awful change: but Moſes advances alone 
| to meet death, to meet his. God. The 
holy veſtments, with the office to which 
| they appertained, deſcended from father to 
ſon, and were at length done away altoge- 
| ther, and loſt ; but the moral and ſpiritual 
b parts of the diſpenſation, never waxed old, 
could not ſee corruption, but like God, 
; their author, were unchangeable; and like 
Moſes, by whom they were delivered to 
| the world, unenfeebled by length of time, 
F continued, till Chriſt, the Reſtorer of all 
; things, interwove them with the tiſſue of 


f the goſpel, and conferred immortality up- 

: on them. 

8 

> WE muſt now look back to the ſentence 

4 of death, pronounced upon Moles, and to 

8 the crime which provoked the irreverſible 
f doom: And the Lord ſpake unto Moles. 


that ſelf-ſame-day, ſaying, Get thee up 

into this mountain Abarim, unto mount | 

n % Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, | 
„that | 
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te that is over-againſt Jericho; and behold 
& the land of Canaan, which I give unto 
* the children of Iſrael for a poſſeſſion, 
* and die in the mount whether thou 
* coeſt up; and be gathered unto thy peo- 
* ple; as Aaron thy brother died in mount 
Hor, and was gathered unto his people: 
e becauſe ye treſpaſſed againſt me among 
* the children of Iſrael at the waters of 
Meribah-kadeſh, in the wilderneſs of 
* Zin; becauſe ye ſanctified me not in the 
* midſt of the children of Iſrael. Vet 
* thou ſhalt ſee the land before thee ; but 
„ thou ſhalt not go thither unto the land 
« which I give the children of Ifrael*.” 
Here many things concur to ſurpriſe, and 
inſtruct us. The offence of Moſes ſeems a 
venial one; he erred merely through haſti- 
neſs of ſpirit; and had he not good cauſe to 
be angry? He was not often ſo overtaken, 
he quickly repented, and recovered tran— 
quillity and ſelf-government again, He 
repeatedly attempted to ſoften juſtice by 
ſubmiſſion and entreaty ; he aſked for no- 
* Deut. xxxii. 48—52. 
thing 
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thing unreaſonable or abſurd; he wiſhed 


merely to be a witneſs of the divine bounty, 
truth and faithfulneſs; infinitely greater 
offenders had, at his entreaty, been forgiven 
and reſtored, But juſtice relented not; 
Moſes for one offence muſt die; the grace 
which he often obtained for others 1s to 
himſelf denied. Let the wretch loaded 
with a thouſand crimes black as hell, and 
malignant as the ſpirit that reigns in the 


children of diſobedience, think of this and 


tremble. That. fool makes a mock of fin.” 
Father, forgive him, he knows not what 
he does.” One tranſgreſſion excluded 
Moſes from Canaan ; and with ſo many 
imperfections on his head, loaded with fo 
many crimes of a nature ſo vile and atro- 
cious, can he think of entering into the 
kingdom of heaven ? When we ſee ſuch 
inflexible, and unrelenting ſeverity, pur- 
ſuing the deareſt, and moſt diſtinguithed, 
of God's children, Who ſhall dare to 
think, or tocall, any fin a little one ? Who 
ſhall preſume on mercy, who ſhall dream 
of waſhing away his guilt by the tears of 
penitence, who ſhall harden himſelf againſt 

God, 
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God, and hope to proſper? The great 
crime in the ſight of God, is giving that 
glory to another which belongeth to Him. 
For this Moſes died without remedy, 
from the conſequence of this he could not 
eſcape, though he ſought it carefully, and 
with tears, 


TE character of Moſes comes near to 
perfection, but it is not faultleſs ; he too, 
with the guiltieſt, ſtands in need of pardon 
and atonement; and when“ righteouſneſs 
„ is laid to the line, and judgment to the 
„ plummet, his life muſt pay the forfeit. 
Moſes, therefore, could not be a ſaviour to 
others; had his conduct been perfectly 
pure, it had been {till but the righteouſneſs 
of a man, it could but have delivered his 
own ſoul, it could have merited nothing 
at the hands of a holy God. In order to 
conſtitute a Saviour for the guilty, to un- 
ſpotted purity of moral character, muſt be 
ſuperadded Divinity of nature in order to 
give efficacy and virtue to ſuffering, and 
value to the ſhedding of blood. Thus the 
law made nothing perfect, but the bring- 
ing 
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ing in of a better hope did ; ** and what 
„„ the law could not do, in that it was 
„% weak through the fleſh, God ſending 
„his own Son in the likenets of ſinful 
4 fleſh, and for ſin, condemned fin in the 
e fleſh* :** We flee to thee, bleſſed Jeſus, 
to cover us in the day of wrath ; thy 
blood cleanſeth from all fin ; by the deeds 
of the law we cannot be juſtified, we look 
for redemption from the curſe, through 
thy meritorious death and righteouſneſs, 
for the forgiveneſs of all our fins, ac- 
*© cording to the riches of thy grace.” 


Burt though death was, to Moſes, a mark 
of the divine diſpleaſure, and the puniſh- 
ment of fin ; like all the chaſtenings of fa- 
therly wiſdom, like all the puniſhments of 
Heaven, it was, in the iſſue, and upon the 
whole, a real benefit, it was unſpeakably 
great gain: it relieved him of a burthen 
ſometimes ready to prove intolerable, it 
introduced him to communion with God, 
more intimate, and, endearing than ever he 


* Rom. viii. 2. 


had 
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had hitherto enjoyed; it placed him 
among the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fet. Moſes died in fight of the promiſed 
land, was permitted to meaſure it with 
his eye, and to judge of it's fertility from 
ſpecimens of it's produce ; and all that 
the labours and light of thoſe who are 
fellow workers with Moſes can do, 1s to 
repeat the promiſe, to point with the 
finger, and to ſay, ** this is the way, 
„walk ye in it.” It belongs to another 
power to ſubdue corruption, to divide 
Jordan, to level the walls of proud 
JENICDO. © 


We know the offence, we have heard 
the doom, the reprieve 1s expired, the 
warrant of death is ſigned, the day of 
execution 18 come. But the bitterneſs of 
death is over already, the ſting of death 
is plucked out, and even the word that 
condemns and kills the body, is a word 
of love. A worldly mind cannot diſcern 
the reaſon why the croſs is the way, why 
death is in the cup, why the entrance in- 
to the kingdom of God is through the 

thoruy 
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thorny road of much tribulation; but the 
child of God, the diſciple of Jeſus, has 
ceaſed from himſelf and from his own 
will and underſtanding: * He knows 
**« whom he has believed,” and who has 
ſaid, As many as I love I rebuke and 
e chaſten :” He ſees death in the liſt of 

his privileges and poſſeſſions, and is aſſured 
that all ſhall work together for his good. 


Mosks has fulfilled like a hireling his 
day, has written, has ſpoken, has judged, 
has prayed, has bleſſed; the buſineſs of life 
is ended; he has glorified God on earth, 
it only remains that he glorify him, by 
ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign will, in dying. 
Behold him then ſolitarily and ſolemnly 
advancing to encounter the laſt enemy: 
he has paſſed through the plain, and again 
he begins to climb up into the mount to 
meet God. The eyes of all Iſrael are 
rivetted to his footſteps. Who is not 
ready to cry out, Would to God I could 
die for thee.” Every ſtep he advances 
plants a dagger in the heart. The diſ- 


tance 
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tance begins to render viſion 1indiſtin& ; 


his perſon is diminiſhed to a ſpeck ; they 
fondly imagine they ſee him ſtill ; the 
eyes ſtrain for another and another 
glimpſe; they are ſuffuſed with tears; 
they can behold him no more. But he 
{till beholds their goodly tents, he ſees all 
Iſrael collected into one point of view: 
— Jehovah dwelling in the midſt of his 
people : the tabernacle with the pillar of 
cloud reſting upon it: his affection with 
his ſight is concentered on the happy ſpot, 
his whole ſoul goes out in one general 
departing bleſſing. As he aſcends, the 
proſpect expands, and brightens, to his 
raviſhed eye. He can trace Jordan from 
it's ſource, till it falls into the ſea; he 
wanders with delight from hill to hill, 
from plain to plain. He ſees on this fide 
mount Lebanon loſing it's lofty head in 
the clouds; on that, the ocean and the 
iky meeting together to terminate his 
view. Beneath his feet, as it were, the 
city of palm trees, and the happy fields 
which the poſterity of Joſeph were deſ- 
tined to inhabit. The land which Abraham 

had 
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had meaſured with his foot in the length 
and in the breadth of it ; in which Iſaac 
and Jacob had ſojourned as ſtrangers ; 
which God had fenced, and cultivated, and 
planted, and enriched, by the hand of the 
Canaanite for his beloved people; which 
the ſun irradiated with milder beams, the 
dew of heaven refreſhed with {ſweeter 
moiſture, and the early and the latter rain 
fattened, in more copious ſhowers. © And 
e the Lord ſaid unto him, This is the land 
« which I ſware unto Abraham, unto 
Iſaac, and unto Jacob, ſaying, I will 
„give it unto thy ſeed; I have cauſed 
e thee to ſee it with thine eyes, but thou 
* ſhalt not go over thither*,” 


Bur what is the glory of this world? 
It paſſeth away. What is the felicity of 
man, who mult die, and of the ſon of man, 
whois a worm ? It cometh quickly to a 
period. The eye which age had not made 
dim, muſt nevertheleſs be cloſed in death 
at length; the ſtrength which a hundred 


* Deut. xxxiv. 4. 


Vol. V. 5 and 
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and twenty years had not been able to im- 
pair, is, in a moment, by one touch of the 
finger of God, diſſolved ; the heart which 
God and Iſrael had ſo long divided, is now 
wholly occupied with God. In the midſt 
of a viſion ſo divine, Moſes gently falls 
aſleep; and he who falls aſleep in the 
boſom of a Father, needs be under no an- 
xiety about his awakening. ** So Moſes 
e the ſervant of the Lord died there in 
& the land of Moab, according to the 
+ word of the Lord*,.” Moſes died with 
Canaan full in view, enjoying every thing 
but poſſeſſion; and the utmoſt that his 
diſpenſation can do, is to aſcertain the 
exiſtence of the heavenly country ; to 
deſcribe it's boundaries, nature and ſitua- 
tion; to conduct to it's limits, and to put 
us under the conduct of the great Captain 
of ſalvation. 


WHEN we ſee the prophet of the law ſo 
far from having power to introduce others 


into their promiſed reſt, that he himſelf 


* Deut. xxxiv. 5. 
could 
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could not enter in becauſe of unbelief; 
we are admoniſhed to court the protection 
and aſſiſtance of a more potent arm; to 
cleave to him who, by dying, has overcome 
death, and him who has the power of 
death; who openeth and no man 
„ ſhutteth, and ſhutteth, and no man 
„ opencth.” 


Bur oh what a bleſſed tranfition ! From 
the faireſt earthly proſpect that eye ever 
beheld, to the enjoyment of a fairer inhe- 
ritance, eternal in the heavens; from the 
tents of Jacob to the encampment of. 
angels under Michael their prince; from 
a glory confined and tranſitory, to glory 
unbounded, unchangeable ; from the ſym- 
bol of the divine preſence in a pillar of 
fire and cloud, to his real preſence, where 
there is “ fulneſs of joy,“ and where 
* there are pleaſures for evermore* ;”” to 
ſee him as he is, and to be transformed 
into the ſame image from glory to glory. 


Behold Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, 


* Pſalm. xvi. 11. 
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ruſhing 
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ruſhing from their thrones, to welcome, to 
the realms of light, the ſhepherd of Iſrael, 
who had led the choſen ſeed from ſtrength 
to ſtrength, from triumph to triumph, 
while the voice of the Eternal himſelf pro- 
claims, Well done, good and faithful 
„ ſervant, enter into the joy of thy Lord.“ 


Bur we muſt deſcend from this exceed- 
ing high mountain, and enquire after the 
breathleſs clay of the ſervant of the Lord. 
It is precious in the fight of God; not a 
particle of it ſhall be loſt in the grave, 
and it ſhall be raiſed up at the laſt day. In 
every other inſtance he leaves the dead to 
bury their dead, but He charges himſelf 
with the body of Moſes, performs himſelf 
the rites of ſepulture, conveys it by the 
miniſtration of angels, from the top of 
Nebo to a tomb of his own providing, 
in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
„ againſt Beth-Peor : but no man knoweth 
* of his ſepulchre unto this day*.” 


* Deut. xxxiv. 6. 


THE 
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THE reaſon commonly aſſigned, for con- 
cealing the place were Moſes was interred, 
was to prevent a ſuperſtitious uſe of his 
tomb and relics, which a people ſo prone 
to idolatry might readily have adopted, 
and with as good a colour of reaſon, at leaſt, 
as the votaries of any hero, prince, or ſaint 
that ever was deified, could ever allege for 
their conduct. The Scripture faith ex- 
preſsly, that, at the time this concluſion of 
the book of Deuteronomy was written, 
whether by Joſhua, his immediate ſucceſ- 
ſor, by Samuel, three hundred and fifty 
years afterwards, or by Ezra, after the diſ- 
ſolution of the monarchy, and the Baby- 
loniſh captivity, that then the place of 
Moſes's burial was unknown to any man, 
and had been ſo from the beginning; and 
yet ſuch is the wickedneſs of impoſture on 
the one hand, and the fondneſs of credulity 
on the other, that ſo late as the year of our 
Lord 1655, a pretended diſcovery of the 
{pot was made, and attempted to be im- 
poſed upon the world. 
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THe outlines of the ſtory are as follows: 
Certain ſhepherds who were feeding 
© their goats on the mountains of Nebo and 
% Abarim, obſerved that ſome of their 
© charge were in uſe to diſappear, and 
were abſent for ſeveral days together: 
„and that upon their return to the flock 
their hair was perfumed with ſomething 
© that ſmelled extremely ſweet. This ex- 
ts cited their curioſity, and determined them 


eto inveſtigate the affair with the utmoſt 


„ accuracy. They accordingly traced 
their goats, and were led by them 
* through-rugged and rocky places to a 
„e little vale, where, upon examination, 
they diſcovered 'a kind of cave, aut of 
* which proceeded a very agreeable ſmell, 
e reſembling that which the goats convey- 


ed on their fleeces, and had firſt ſug- 


* oeſted the inquiry. In the middle of the 
6 cave they found a tomb of ſtone, on 
+ whichcertain characters were engraven, 
+ which, being 1lliterate, they could not 
% decypher ; but they ſoon perceived that 
„ the ſweet ſmell was communicated 
+ to their perſons and garments. Upon 

this 
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ce this they went immediately to Mataxat, 
& patriarch of the Maronites, who reſided 
at the monaſtery of St. Mary, on mount 
„Lebanon, and related to him the parti- 
ce culars of their diſcovery. The fra- 
« orance, that ſtill adhered to their clothes 
* confirming their teſtimony, he ſent two 
e of his monks with them; one of them, 
% a man of profound erudition, named 
« Aben-Ulſeph, who found, in the place 
% pointed out to them, a monument in- 
& ſcribed with theſe words in Hebrew, 
% MosEs. THE SERVANT OF THE LoRD. 
„The patriarch, tranſported with joy ata 
„ diſcovery ſo marvellous, beſought Morat 
& Pachaof Damaſcus, toconſtitute him ſole 
guardian of the ſepulchre. But the Greeks 
% and Armenians, as well as the Franciſ— 
e can friars, and after them the Jews, 
+ violently oppoſed it, and unable to agree, 
e tried by dint of intereſt at court, by 
e preſents to the Mufti and Grand Viſier, 
* to appropriate each to themſelves the 
ſuperintendance of this tomb, which 
* they equally believed to be that of Moſes, 
and which the Jews, with peculiar ear- 

"T4 e neſtneſs, 


— " 
Ä ͤ all 


— 
= 
1 
— - 


——— 
= 
— — 


PP RI gag 
— —_ — 
_— 


ä—.?D2D— — — — 


282 HISTORY OF MoskESs. [LRC r. xr. 


* neſtneſs, inſiſted, muſt belong to them. 
© They repreſented that, among all the 
„ polleſſhions of the Grand Signor, none 
could be more valuable and illuſtrious, 
than the property of three ſepulchres ſo 
renowned as that of Mahomet at Mecca, 
of Jeſus Chriſt at Jeruſalem, and of 
« Moles in mount Nebo. But the Jeſuits 
had the addreſs, by preſents happily ap- 
«© plied, to defeat the claims of all theſe 
| «© pretenders, and to obtain an order for 
| 5 ſhutting up the ſepulchre, and obſtruct- 
ing the road that led to it; nay, for pro- 
&« hiviting all acceſs to it, under pain of 
death. They were, mean while, forming 
* a deſign of ſecretly conveying off the 
body of Moles, which they flattered 
„ themſelves would prove a conſiderable 
* acceſſion of reſpectability, and a new 
& ſource of wealth to their order. Hav- 
„ ing, however, with much difficulty and 
danger, penetrated into the ſepulchre, it 
1 % was ſound entirely empty; no body, no 
* „ relics appeared“ .“ Theſe pleaſing chi- 
| meras vaniſhed almoſt as ſoon as formed; 
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for a learned Rabbin proved, that the per- 
ſon interred in this tomb, wat not the an- 
cient legiſlator of the Hebrews, but amo- 
dern Jew of the ſame name. 


THe ſacred hiſtory ſays, that Moſes died 
the forticth year after the deliverance from 
Egypt, and the moſt part of the Jewiſh 
writers, fix the day of his death to the ſe- 

venth day of the laſt month of that year, 
or the month Adar; and our learned and 
pious countryman, Archbiſhop Uſher, cal- 


culates it to have happened on the - firſt 
day of the ſame month. 


THERE is a paſſage inthe New Teſtament 
which refers to this event, and which has 
greatly exerciſed the labour and ingenuity 
of critics and commentators : it is in the 
general epiſtle of Jude, where that diſci- 
ple, in reproving the raſhneſs and licenti- 
ouſneſs of certain heretics, ** who deſpiſe 
«© dominion, and {peak evil of dignites,“ 
quotes an example of very high authority, 
as condemning the practice: Vet,“ ſays 
he, Michael the archangel, when con- 
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&* tending with the devil, he diſputed about 
the body of Moſes, durſt not bring 
& againſt him a railing accuſation, but 


4e ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee*.” 


Now, as many queſtions, almoſt, as 
words, have been ſtarted on this ſubject: 
What is an archangel ; and who is Mi- 
chael ? How came the body of Moſes to 


be a ground of controverſy between him 


and the devil? What were they ſeverally 
aiming at? and What was the cauſe of 
their quarrel ? What authority reſtrained 
Michael from preferring a railing aceuſa— 
tion againſt him? How comes his con- 
duct to be adduced as a pattern of ſelf-go- 
vernment, and a reproof of the vices of 
the tongue? And from what ſource did 
Jude derive his knowledge of this tranſ- 
action? — The very mention of ſo many, 
ſome of them, on the firſt glance, unim- 
portant queſtions, will, I doubt not, check 
curioſity altogether, inſtead of exciting it. 
It is evident, that, the death and burial 


of Moſes intereſted heaven, and earth, 


Jude q. | 
? and 
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and hell; that many hiſtorical facts, of 
great moment, are purpoſely left unrecord- 
ed; that many difcoveries are reſerved for 
that great and notable day of the Lord, 
when God ſhall bring every work into 
judgment, with every ſecret thing, whe- 
ther it be good or evil ; that it becomes 
not us to be wiſe above what is written, 
but to reſt in hope, that what we know 
* not now, we ſhall know hereafter." 
This much we know, that, about fifteen 
hundred years after, Moſes appeared in 
glory, (** whether in the body I cannot 
tell, or whether out of the body I can- 
* not tell, God knoweth”) to do homage 
to his Saviour on the mount of transfigu- 
ration, and to lay his glory at the feet of 
him in whoſe light he ſhone ; and we 
know that “ the hour is coming, when 
* all who are in the graves ſhall hear his 
„voice, and ſhall come forth, they that 
* have done good, unto the reſurrection 
* of life, and they that have done evil, 
% unto the reſurrection of damnation*.” 


* John V. 28, 29, 


SUCH 
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Sven was the latter end of, take him 


for all in all,” the greateſt mere man 


that ever exiſted. But I check myſelf, 
It is impoſſible to do any thing like juſ- 
tice to ſuch a character in a few moments 
diſcourſe : You will indulge me with ano- 
ther hearing on this ſubject; I mean to 
preach a funeral ſermon : the only one ! 
ever undertook without pain, over a cha- 
rater, and a memory, to which no elo- 
quence can riſe, no detail do juſtice ; in 
celebrating which praiſe cannot degene- 
rate into panegyric, nor the preacher be 


ſuſpected of-adulation. 


Mos Es died, in the year of the world, 
two thouſand five hundred and fifty- 
three, —before Chriſt, one thouſand four 
hundred and fifty,—after the flood, eight 
hundred and ninety-ſeven :—The moit 
ancient and authentic of hiſtorians ; the 
moſt penetrating, dignified, and illumi- 
nated of prophets; the profoundeſt, 
ſageſt of legiſlators ; the prince of orators 
and poets ; the moſt excellent and amiable 
of men; the firmeſt and faithfulleſt of be- 

| | lievers, 
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lievers. Whether we live, let us live 
« unto the Lord,“ that when we die, we 
may die in the Lord;” that “ living 
and dying we may be the Lord's.“ 
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LEST TURES 2M ll 


DEUT. XXXIV. 10—12. WI 


4ND THERE AROSE NOT A PROPHET SINCE IN 
ISRAEL LIKE UNTO MOSES, WHOM THE 1 
LORD KNEW FACE TO FACE: IN ALL THE [| 
SIGNS AND THE WONDERS WHICH THE 1 
LORD SENT HIM TO DO IN THE LAND OP 
EGYPT, TO PHARAOH, AND TO ALL HIS 

„ SERVANTS, AND TO ALL HIS LAND, AND 
IN ALL THAT MIGHTY HAND, AND IN 
ALL THE GREAT TERROR, WHICH MOSES 
SHEWED IN THE SIGHT OF ALL ISRAEL. 


þ ap is, in mankind, a good-na- | 
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tured diſpoſition to ſpare the dead. | 
Without very high proyocation indeed, | 
who could think of diſturbing the peace f 
and ſilence of the grave, and - dragging li 


again before the tribunal of- man, thoſe 
who have already undergone the more 
awful judgment of a righteous God ? 
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Bor this generoſity does not always pro- 
ceed from pure benevolence. The dead no 
longer ſtand in our way; they are no longer 
our rivals, in the purſuits of fame or of 
fortune. We can here earn the praiſe of 
magnanimity, without any danger of ſuf— 
fering in the intereſts of our reputation, 
our conſequence, or our ſelf- love. From 
whatever ſource this lenity and forbearance 
may proceed, we would not be thought al- 
together to condemn them; but good-na- 
ture in this, as in a few other caſes, is apt 
ſometimes to be carried too far. Through 
fear of being thought ſevere, to thoſe who 
have no power todefend themſelves, extra- 
vagant and unmerited commendation has 
been often laviſhed, on the worthleſs and 
the wicked. I will cheerfully engage not 
to violate the aſhes of the dead by unjuſt 
cenſure, nor even by merited invective; 
but I muſt not be forced, on the other 
hand, to commemorate virtues that were 


never practiſed; to bring to light worth 


that never exiſted, except in the tropes of 


a funeral oration ; to repreſent as right, 


what God, and truth, and reaſon pro- 
nounce 


LECT. xII.] HISTORY or MOSES, 291 


nounce to be wrong. My tongue ſhall be 
filent as the grave over the memory of the 
proudeſt, moſt ſelfiſh, heard-hearted, un- 
kind, uncomplying wretch that ever lived; 
but I muſt not be. called in to proſtitute 
my conſcience, by celebrating] his humility, 
generoſity, compaſſion, or ſweetneſs of 
temper. I would correct the common 
adage a little, and then give it all the cur- 
1250 in my power. Inſtead of rendering 
it, * of the dead ſay that only which 1s 
66 1 3 would tranſlate it,“ of the 
dead fay that only which 1 is true.“ 


IN DERED, the beſt thing that can befal 
moſt men, when they die, is to be forgotten 
as ſoon as poſſible. Few, very few cha- 
racters are ſuch, as not to ſuffer by hand- 
ling; and there is great danger of rouſing 
and provoking ſlumbering reſentments, 
againſt our departed friends, by an officious 
zeal to trumpet their praiſe, and diſplay 
their good qualities. The praiſe beſtowed 
on the dead is, generally, contemptible adu- 
lation to the living; adulation, vilely be- 
ſtowing the rewards of piety and goodneſs 
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on mere greatneſs or affluence, and there. 
by ſtrengthening the hands of vice, by 
lulling the conſcience to reſt, and deceiv- 
ing men into the belief, that a good name 
may be purchaſed, without poſſeſſing a 
ſpark of virtue, | 


Tux liturgy of our eſtabliſhed church, 
in how many other reſpects ſoever uſeful 
and excellent, is here faulty, and certainly 
does miſchief. The funeral ſervice, one 
of the nobleſt, becauſe one of the moſt 
ſcriptural parts of it, with indiſcriminating 
charity, diſpenſes the kingdom of heaven 
to the evil and to the good, to © him that 
ſweareth as to him who feareth an oath,” 
The wretch, whoſe whole life has been a 
notorious violation of every law human 
and divine, who grew old in hatred and 
contempt of the goſpel, falls aſleep in the 
5 {ure and certain hope of a reſurrection 
to eternal life.” What is this but to 
encourage men to continue in ſin, that 
grace may abound; to hve profligates, 
and yet hope to die in peace: 


Hayeity, 
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HAPPILx, the character which we are 
this evening to bring under your review 
will ſtand the teſt of the ſtricteſt exami- 
nation, will ſhine with ſuperior luſtre from 
being touched and retouched, will diſcover 
new excellencies on every inveſtigation, 
will furniſh to the humble, the penitent, 
and the believing, perpetual ground of in- 
ſtruction and conſolation. After a courſe 
of more than fourſcore lectures on the 
life, character, and writings of Moſes, it 
may perhaps be thought ſuperfluous, to 
employ the whole of another diſcourſe in 
attempting toelucidate his character, to re- 
commend his example, to embalm his me- 
mory. But it is this very circumſtance, 
which determined me to attempt a delinea- 
tion of this wonderful man's portrait, to 
requeſt that you would join me, in meditat- 
ing a few moments, over one who has been 
honoured of God, to do more, in order to 
pleaſe, and to inſtru mankind, than any 
mere man that ever exiſted. To fay truth, 
I conſider the perſon of Moſes as a pledge 
of affection between you and myſelf. He 
brought us together at firſt, and he has 
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kept us together a conſiderable. part of 
theſe three years paſt; to part with him, 
and his writings, ſeems a kind of preſenti- 
ment of our final diflolution likewiſe; and 
in loſing him, I feel as if I were lofing a 
thouſand friends at a ſtroke. But let us 
ſpeak and think of Moſes, not of ourſelves, 


I is impoſſible to think of Moſes, with- 
out firſt thinking of his Father and our 
Father, of his God and our God.” To 
be a' choſen inſtrument in the hand of 
Heaven, to carry on the plans of Provi- 
dence, to*promote the wiſdom and the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, is man's higheſt glory: 
as it is his trueſt felicity, to do this volun- 
tarily, and from the heart, as an obedient, 
zealous, and cheerful fellow-worker with 
God. Now, Moſes poſſeſſed this diſtine- 
tion and felicity in a very eminent degree. 
God raiſed up Pharaoh * in very deed for 
this cauſe; to ſhew in him his power, 
that his great name might be declared 
throughout all the earth;“ and Pharaoh, 
unhappily for himſelf, accompliſhed the de- 
ſigns of Heaven, by his pride, obſt.nzcy, and 

rebellion. 
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rebellion. God called Cyrus his anoint- 


ed, by name, and ſurnamed him who 


„ had not known him, for Jacob his ſer- 
« yant's ſake, and Iſrael his ele,” Nebu- 


chadnezzar he employed as the rod of his 


anger to chaſtiſe a diſobedient and gainſay- 
ing people, and then broke it in pieces, and 
daſhed it to the ground. Theſe, and many 
others, ſtand upon record, as executing the 
will of the Eternal without their own con- 
ſciouſneſs or intention, nay, totally againſt 
it ; but Moſes had the rare felicity of en- 
gaging in one of the moſt generous pur- 
poſes which can animate a human breaſt, 
knowing it to be, at the ſame time, the 
leading, the commanding purpoſe, of God 
himſelf. Every ſtep he moved was ſupport- 
ed by the enlivening reflection, that every 
ſtep he moved was executing the decrees 
of the Almighty, and promoting the relief 
and ſal vation of his wretched countrymen. 
How delightful the progreſs, when duty 
and inclination go hand in hand! 


TRE, circumſtances in which God raiſed 
up Moſes, mark him as peculiarly his own. 
> Every 
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Every thing concurred to prove, that here 
e the arm of the Lord was revealed.“ 
Another king had ariſen, ** who knew not 
„ Joſeph;“ the hope of Iſrael ſeemed to 
be periſhing ; Egypt was alarmed with 
expectation, or rather apprehenſion, of 
the appearance of this wonderful child; 
Iſrael was awakened to expectation, but 
abandoned it in deſpair, To reach the life 
of one, ten thouſand innocents periſh by 
the ſword. But, as if in defiance of the 


precautions of human wiſdom, Moſes is 


born in the very rage of that perſecution 
which threatened his life. The daughter 


of Pharaoh becomes his protector, and 


Egyptian Magi vie with each other in 
rearing that genius, whoſe aſcendant threat- 
ened the downfal of their country; and 
Moſes is become great, before the world 
apprehends that it is he, by whoſe hand 
God would deliver his people from bondage. 


THis brings us forward to the period, 
when his perſonal character began plainly 
to unfold itſelf; and it diſcovers to us a 


mind ſuperior to every mean, every ſelfiſh 


gratifi- 
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gratification. Men love to adopt the cauſe 
which prevails; and the cauſe of Iſrael 
was at that time low indeed. At a certain 
period of life, paſſion bears unlimited ſway. 
At forty, the calls of ambition and pride 
are loudeſt ; and they who are themſelves 
at eaſe, are little diſpoſed to embark in the 
miſeries of others. But in Moſes behold 
a man, not ſunk into poverty violently 
obtruded upon him, but poverty delibe- 
rately choſen ; a man of forty relinquiſh- 
ing, without reluctance or regret, the 
pleaſures, riches, and honours of a court, 
and exchanging them for the labour and 
oppreſſion of an Iſraelitiſh ſlave, and glory- 
ing in the reproachful name of Hebrew, 
much more than in that of “ the ſon of 
„ Pharaoh's daughter.” Behold the manly 
indignation, of a noble ſpirit, haſtening to 
avenge wretchedneſs and depreſſion, of in- 
ſolence and cruelty, and, in the puniſh- 
ment of one oppreſſor, exhibiting an anti- 
cipated view of that great deliverance 
which, in proceſs of time, God was by 
him to work in behalf of a whole people. 
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TRE ſame ſpirit which beheld Egyptian 
oppreſſion with juſt reſentment, beheld 
diſcord among brethren with godly ſor- 
row and regret. He boldly expoſed his life 
to repel the one; in the ſpirit of meekneſs 
he tried to heal the other; and he very 
early experienced the ungracious, and un- 
grateful, and diſcouraging requital, of ſer- 
vices the moſt kindly intended ; the ſad 
preſage of that life of mortification unpa- 
ralelled, and moſt unmerited, which he was 
afterwards called to endure. The inſolent 
retort of an unkind brother awakened pru- 
dence, and. put him for a ſeaſon to flight; 
for valour, as the caſe then ſtood, valour 
againſt ſuch fearful odds, could not have 


deſerved the name of courage, but of raſh- 
neſs. 


ProvIDENCE ſtill directs his path, and 
conducts him at once to uſefulneſs and 
happineſs. It ſeems as if the all- wiſe Je- 
hovah meant to diſplay, in Moſes, an ex- 
ample of the great and of the petty virtues, 
the virtues of the man, of the citizen, and 
of the believer united; and in no one of his 
future 
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future exploits, perhaps, is he more amia- 
ble, and more eſtimable, than in protecting 
the virgin daughters of Jethro from the 
violence of their rough and ſurly neigh- 
bours. Here we behold, again, on what 
delicate hinges the great God turns round 
the affairs of men. This piece of natural, 
honeſt, commendable gallantry, intro- 
duces Moſes to the acquaintance of a 
Prince, lays the foundation of an important 
alliance for life, and influences all his fu- 
ture fortunes, and feelings, as a man. 


HENCE we are conducted to the deli- 
cious, the calm, the contemplative period, 
of our hero's mortal exiſtence. We behold 
a ſimple ſhepherd, tending a flock not his 
own, but enjoying tranquillity and con- 
tentment; ſecluded from the ſociety of 
men, but bleſſed with the viſions of the 
Almighty; loſing himſelf in ſweet obli- 


vion of a buſy buſtling world, awake only 


to the innocent joys of domeſtic life, and 
to the ſublimer pleaſures of religion. It 
was, in all probability, in this delightful 
retreat, during this bleſſed interval of re- 

| tirement 
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tirement from, and unconnectedneſs with, 
what paſſed on the great theatre, that, di- 
vinely taught, he ſung “ how the hea- 
e vens and earth roſe out of chaos.“ It 
was then, and there, that the Divine Spi- 
rit diſcloſed to his aſtoniſhed, his enrap- 
tured eye, the years beyond the flood, the 
ſpring-ſeaſonof nature, the firſt man whom. 
God created upon the earth, the amiable- 
neſs of pure primeval innocence, the glo- 
ries of paradiſe, the unhmited bounty of 
indulgent Heaven. It was then, and there, 
that good Spirit put the pen into his hand, 
to trace that ſacred record, which has de- 
ſcended to us for our delight and inſtruc- 
tion, and which ſhall remain, till time ex- 
pire, the wonder, the monitor, the guide 
of mankind unto all manner of truth. 


WHAT a happy period for the human 
race! how happy for himſelf! Were the 
will of man to prevail, who would ex- 
change ſuch a retiremeut as this, for the 
noiſe and glare which captivates fools ? 
But men, ſuch as Moſes, are not made for 
themſelves alone; and ill would he have 

improved 


LECT. xII.] HISTORY OF MOSES. 301 


improved the bleſſings of ſolitude, had he 
not learned in it, cheerfully to ſacrifice his 


own humor, and his own eaſe, to the 
work and glory of God. 


THE time to favour Iſrael was now 
come, and Moſes muſt think of privacy, 
and ſelf-enjoyment, no longer. By a vi- 
fion, ſuch as might appal the boldeſt, and 
encourage the moſt fearful, he is remanded 
to Egypt with a commiſſion, under the 
ſeal of Heaven, to haughty Pharaoh, and 
he fears no more the wrath of a king. 


Bur we have inſenſibly deviated into the 
hiſtory of Moſes, inſtead of delineating his 
character. Are they not, however, one and 
the ſame thing? To know what he was, 
we have but to conſider what he ſaid, and 
how he acted. But how is it poſſible to com- 
priſe, within the bounds of one diſcourſe, 
a detail of forty active, buſy years, from 
the day that God appeared to him in a 
flame of fire in the buſh, to the day of his 
aſcending to the top of mount Nebo, to die? 
In general, they contain a diſplay of almoſt 
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every human ſhining virtue, brought for- 
ward to the eye, and impreſſed on the 
heart, by their moſt lovelv foil, modeſty, 
meekneſs, and humility. What magna- 
nimity ! united to what coolneſs and ſelf- 
government ! what firmneſs and intrepi- 
dity ! what patience and gentleneſs ! what 
conſummate wiſdom ! what amiable ſim- 
plicity ! In youth, in maturity, in old age; 
in public, and in private life; in every re- 
lation and condition, who is like him, who 
deſerves to be compared with him? In 
forming an idea of human excellence, 


| Moles preſents himſelf immediately to my 


view; it is no longer an idea, it is a de- 
lightful reality. 


THe more attentive part of my hearers 
will obſerve that, to complete the propoſed 
plan of this diſcourſe, there is ſtill wanting 
the general leading idea of all theſe diſ- 
courſes, the reſemblance between the type 
and the perſon typified—the analogy of 
Moſes and Chriſt. This I refer to another 
lecture; and beg leave to ſubjoin, as a pro- 
per ſequel to this, the following elogium 

| of 
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of Moſes, tranſlated from the works of an 
eloquent Critic of his writings*, 


ELoG1UM or Moss. 

FT us moſt extraordinary Perſonage was 
{© preſented to the world in very ſingular 
* circumſtances. He appeared at a pe- 
* riod of peculiar affliction to his kindred 
% and nation; and divine Providence ſeems 
* to have raiſed him up, expreſsly for the 
„ purpole of exemplifying virtues which 
« diſtreſs and perſecution alone are calcu- 
& lated to place in the faireſt point of light. 
* By a ſeries of miraculous events he eſ- 
< caped, in infancy, the fatal effects of a 
* ſanguinary decree, which doomed to 
* death all the male children of the He- 
„ brews, from the womb. And, what 
highly merits conſideration, and ſerves 
« ſtrikingly to diſplay the influence which 
Sovereign Wiſdom exerciſes over all the 
affairs of men, he owed his preſervation, 


* Diſcours Hiſt. Critiq. &c. ſur les Evenemens 
memorables du vieux Teſtament. par JAQUES 


SAURIN, Tome I. Diſcours LXX. 
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*in a great meaſure, to perſons whoſe in- 
„ tereſt it was to have deſtroyed him. 
« Theſe very perſons aſſiſted in forming 
that ſuperior genius, and in cultivating 
4 thoſe wonderful talents, which, in time, 
e qualified him to be the deliverer of a 
© nation, which it was their intention ut- 
g terly to extirpate. 


& SCARCELY arrived at that ſtage of life 

* when men begin to form plans for the 
* remainder of their exiſtence, he feels 
„ himſelf called to determine between 
* two objects, ſo incompatible in their 
s nature, that the matureſt judgment can 
with difficulty hold the balance even; 
religion and worldly intereſt. Under 
the neceſſity of making a choice ſo dif- 
% ficult, he riſes above his age, above his 
e paſſions, nay, in ſome ſenſe, above hu- 
* manity, and nobly ſacrifices every 
* worldly proſpect to religion. He re- 
« ſolves to partake in the miſeries of an 
„ oppreſſed people, in order to ſecure an 
«© intereſt in the favour of that God who 
is continually watching over his chil- 
& dren, 
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te dren, even when he ſeems to have aban- 
„ doned them to their perſecutors ; he 
„values nothing in compariſon with that 
« favour ; he prizes it infinitely more 
« than that of a great king, nay, more 
«© than the proſpect itſelf of being heir to 
* a throne and kingdom; and, according 
to the expreſſion of St. Paul, Efeemed 
the reproach of Chriſt greater r1ches than 
« the treaſures of Egypt*. 


«© Nor ſatisfied with being a ſpectator, 
«© and a partaker, of the miſery of his 
& wretched brethren, he reſolves to meet 
« the torrent; and, of a witneſs, haſtens 
© to become the avenger, of the tyranny 
under which they groaned. Obſerving 
% one of the mercileſs tools of oppreſſion 
„ abuſing an Iſraelite, he braves the rigor 
„of all the laws of Egypt, kills the op- 
„ preſſor, delivers the ſufferer, and, as we 
„ have ſaid in another place, performs an 
anticipated act of the Deliverer of his 
Country. 


* Heb. xi. 26. 
«© PRUDENCE 
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„ PRUDENCE conſtrains him to with- 

e draw from the danger, which threaten- 
ed the ſtranger who dared to ſhed the 
blood of an Egyptian. He retires into 
e the land of Midian, and there experi- 
_ ences repeated proofs of the care of that 
e miraculous Providence, which accom- 
„ panied him through the whole courſe 
of a long life. Cut off from every op- 
© portunity of diſplaying the qualities of 
„ the hero, he exhibits thoſe of the philo- 
* ſopher. He employs the calmneſs of 
& that retreat in contemplating the Divine 
* perfeCtions ; or rather in this delicious 
« retirement it was that he enjoyed the 
e intimate communications of the Al- 
mighty, who inſpired him, and appoint- 
* ed him to the high deſtination of laying 
the firſt foundations of revealed religion, 
© which was to ſupply the defects of that 
of Nature, already clouded and disfi- 
* oured by the prejudices, and the paſ- 
„ ſions, of mankind. He compoſed the 
* book cf Geneſis ; and thereby furniſhed 
© the world with irreſiſtible arms to com- 
ce bat idolatry, He attacks the two moſt 
extravagant 
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t extravagant errors into which the hu- 
* man race had fallen, the plurality of 
gods, and that which admits imperfec- 
„ tion in the Deity. To the one, and 
& the other, he oppoſes the doctrine of 
© the unity of an all- perfect Being. 


THAT Gop, whoſe exiſtence and at- 
e tributes he thus publiſhed, was pleaſed 
to manifeſt Himſelf to him, in mount | 
Horeb, in a manner altogether ſingular | 
* and miraculous, He confers on this 9 
* choſen ſervant, the glorious, but formi- | 
„ dable commiſſion, to take the field 4 
« againſt Pharaoh, to ſtem the current of ; 
„ oppreſſion, to attempt to mollify the | 
e tyrant ; and, if perſuaſion failed, to 
* employ force, to ſupport arguments by 
e prodigies, to exact from all Egypt the 
* expiation of thoſe barbarities which ſhe 
* had dared to exerciſe, upon a people 
* diſtinguiſhed as the object of His ten- 


& dereſt love, and of His moſt illuſtrious | 
„ miracles. 
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« 'Furs appointment Moſes preſumes to 
decline; but from a ſpirit of humility, 
rather than of diſobedience. He could 
not conceive it poſſible that, at the age 


of fourſcore, and labouring under a de- 


„ fect of ſpeech, he could be the perſon 
„qualified to addreſs a mighty Prince, 
and to overturn a whole kingdom. The 
appointment is a ſecond time preſſed 
* upon him; a ſecond time he refulcs it. 
At length, however, his rel uctance is 
& overcome, and, filled with that Spirit 
„ which animated him to the conflict, he 
«© enters on the career of glory which was 
e preſented to him, and his firſt victory 
is a victory over himſelf. He tears him- 
„ ſelf from the delights of the land of 
«© Midian; he quits the houſe of a father- 
„ in-law, by whom he was moſt tenderly 


&« beloved, to encounter a hoſt of enemucs 


„% and executioners. 


«© He arrives in Egypt. He preſents 
© himſelf before Pharaoh: he entreats; 
„he threatens ; he draws down upon the 
«« Egyptians plagues the moſt tremendous. 


cc He 
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He departs from that kingdom, at the 
head of a people which had endured, in 
eit, cruelties the moſt unexampled. The 
+ tyrant purſues him, gains ground, preſſes 
* hard upon him. Behold him encom- 
* paſſed on every ſide, by a vaſt and invin- 
„ cible army, by a ridge of inacceſſible 
“ mountains, and by the waters of the 
„Red Sea, He rebukes the roaring bil- 
* lows; they inſtantly become obedient to 
% the man whom the DEITIT x has made, if 
the expreſhon be lawful, the depoſitary 
of his power. The waters were a wall 
* unto them on their right hand and on their 
„tk, as the ſacred hiſtorian expreſſes 
* himſelf. Moſes advances into the wil- 


_ © derneſs, and, by a continuation of mira- 


* culous interpoſition, he beholds thoſe 
* very waters which had divided, to fa- 
** your the paſlage of Iſrael, cloſing again, 
and ſwallowing up Pharaob, his court, 


* and his hoſt. 


* DELIVERED, in appearance, from his 
** moſt formidable enemies, he ſoon finds 
©* Exod. xiv. 29. 


X 2 & he 


A —ͤ—̊ — — — 
— | 3 


310 HISTORY OF MOSES, [LEO r. XIT, 


„ he has to maintain a laſting conflict 
„% with foes ſtill more formidable, the 
very people whom he conducted. He 
& diſcovers in theſe degenerate ſons of Iſ- 
„ rael, every mean and grovelling ſenti- 
„% ment which a ſervile ſtate has a ten- 
„ dency to inſpire; all the abſurdity of 
„ weak and capricious minds; all the 
*© cowardice, perfidy, and ingratitude of 
* corrupted hearts. With ſuch a race 
© Moſes found himſelf under the neceſſity 
of living, in a waſte and parched deſert, 
* and of ſtruggling there, with all the 
* horrors of hunger and thirſt, and a total 
want of every neceſſary, Expoſed to all 
the inſults of an enraged, ungovernable 
** multitude, he is, at the ſame time, con- 
«« ſtrained to act as their interceſſor with 
an offended God. He feels himſelf called 
upon to maintain the intereſts of the 
« Divine Glory with a ſtiff-necked and 
e perverſe nation; and to plead the cauſe 
of that very nation with Deity, pro- 
voked to execute righteous judgment on 
ea race of men who were continually dit- 
„ poled to inſult his authority, and to de- 

„grade 
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grade his perfections, by aſſociating 


„Him with the infamous idols of the 
„Pagan world. 


„Moss had ſometimes the felicity of 
« averting the Divine diſpleaſure, and of 
e reſtraining the madneſs of the people. 
© But more frequently he endured the mor- 
« tification of ſeeing the inefficacy of all 
„ his well-meant efforts. The violence 
of the people bore down all oppoſition ; 
and offended Heaven turned a deaf ear 
« to the voice of his ſupplication. Divine 
« juſtice vindicated it's rights; Iſrael felt 
it's ſevereſt ſtrokes, and twenty, four 
* thouſand* fall at one ſtroke. 


«© THE moſt awful chaſtiſements have 
* proved equally ineffectual, with the ten- 
{© dereſt expoſtulations, to bring them back 
„ to a ſenſe of their duty. And as if 
*© Moſes had been reſponſible for the cala- 
* mities which they had brought upon 
« themſelves, by their reiterated crimes, 


they talk of ſtoning him. They pro- 


© - Wa. 4... Te 4 * 
3 


312 HISTORY OF MOSES. [LE r. XII, 


e poſe to appoint a commander to conduct 
„ them back to Egypt, from whence God 
had delivered them by a ffrong hand and 
* aſtretched-out arm: they prefer an inglo- 
& rious ſervitude to the miraculous pro- 
e tection afforded them in the wilderneſs, 
6 and to all the proſpects of the fair inhe- 
„ ritance, which God had promiſed to 
<* beſtow upon them. 


NN a ſtate of ſuch anxiety and diſtreſs, 
«« Moſes paſled forty complete years, and 
conducted, at length, the remains of this 
people to the rr of the promiſed 
* land. Was ever life ſo ſingularly event- 
„ ful? Was ever hero ſignalized by ſo 
* many extraordinary exploits ? 


Ir we go into a more particular detail 
* of his great actions, we meet with a 
bright diſplay of every ſhining virtue. 


« WrHarT magnanimity ! Witneſs the 
* armies which he fo ſucceſsfully com- 
** manded ; witneſs the crown and king- 
dom of Egypt deſpiſed, rejected, when put 


in 
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© in competition with the obligations, and 
the proſpects of religion. 


«© WIAr firmneſs! Witneſs his undaunt- 
* ed addreſſes, and his animated replies, to 
„Pharaoh. Thus faith the Lord, Let my 
e people gu that they may ſerve me*.—J/e 
& will go with our young and with our old, 
te with our ſons and with gun daughters, 
ce with our flocks and with our herd: will 
e we go; there ſhall not be an hoof left be- 
„ hind.— Thou haſt ſpoken well, I will ſee 


„thy, face again no more f. 


War fervor! Witneſs theſe hands 
„ lifted up to heaven, while Iirael was 
© fighting againſt Amalek. Witnets theſe 
&« ardent prayers iu behalf of the rebellious 
Iſraelites: Lord, why doth thy wrath wax 
% hot againſt thy people, which thou haſt 
„% brought forth out of the land of Egypt, 
«© with great power, and with a mighty 
« hand? Wherefore ſhould the Egyptians 


* Exod. vili. 1. 


ft Exod. x. , 26, 29. 
X 4 &* {peak 
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„ ſpeak and ſay, For miſchief did he bring 
e them out, to flay them in the mountains, 
& and to conſume them from the face of the 
e earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and 
& repent of this evil againſt thy people. 
& Remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael 
& thy ſervants, to whom thou ſwareſt by 
* thine own ſelf, and ſaidſi unto them, Iwill 


& multiply your ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, 
& and all this land that I have ſpoken of, 


&« will give unto your ſeed, and they ſhall 


„ nherit it for ever“. 


„Wax charity! Witneſs theſe forcible 
© expreſſions: Oh, this people have ſiuned 
& great ſin, and have made them gods of 
gold. Jet now, if thou wilt, forgive their 
*« fin : and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out 
* of thy hook which thou haſt writtent, 


© Wrar gentleneſs! Witneſs what is 
5 ſaid of him, Numbers xii. 3. Now he 
*« man Moſes was very meek, above all the 
enen which were upon the face of the earth. 
* Exod. xxxii. IT—I3. | 
f Exod. XXXil. 31. 32. 
| «© WHAT 
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«© WHAT earneſt defire to draw ſupplies 
e of grace and truth immediately from 
e their ſource! Witneſs theſe ardent aſpi- 
* rations of ſoul after God; F thy pre- 
„ ſence go not with me. carry us not up 


% Hence. I beſeech thee ſhew me thy gloryx. 


«© WHrar zeal for the glory of God! 
© Witnets the tables of the law broken in 
pieces, at the fight of a people who had 
rendered themſelves unworthy of receiv- 
* ing marks, ſo tender, of the love of God. 
& Witneſs that rigorous order iſſued to the 
„ ſons of Levi: Thus ſaith the Lord God 
* of Iſrael, Put every man his ſword by his 
&* fide, and go in and out from gate to gate 
* throughout the camp, and ſlay every man 
& his brother, and every man his companion, 
* and every man his neighbour f. Witneſs 
his anſwer to Joſhua, when he expreſſed 
„an apprehenſion leſt the prophetic gifts 
* beſtowed on Eldad and Medad ſhould 
* eclipſe the glory of his maſter: Euvieſt 


* Exod. Xxxiil. 155 18. 
ft Exod. xxxii 27. 
* thou 
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& thou for my ſake, would God that all the 
& Lord's people were prophets, and that the 
& Lord would put his ſpirit upon them“! 


« WHnyar perſeverance! Witneſs thoſe 
% exhortations; and that facred ſong, 
„ with which he concluded his miniſtra- 
„ tions and his life. 


« Bur were was perfect virtue ever to 
„ be found? Moſes, too, had his infirmi- 
« ties. Ina life ſo long, however, and ſo 
„ peculiarly circumſtanced, who is charge- 
able with faults ſo flight, and ſo few? 
His very errors ſeem to partake of the 
„ nature of virtue. The darker ſhades of 
his character become perceptible, from 
„ the contraſt which they form, with a 
*« whole life ſo bright and luminous. That 
* he ſhould ſhrink back, at firſt, from the 
„ propoſal of an embaſly to the King of 
Egypt; that he ſhould neglect, for a ſea- 


„ fon, from certain domeſtic conſidera- 


tions, the circumciſion of a child; that 


* Num. xi. 29. 


he 
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he ſhould be ſlow of belief reſpecting the 
e diſpoſition of a righteous God to extract 
& water miraculouſly from the rock, to 
„ {upply the wants of a murmuring ge- 
« neration ; that he ſhould ſtrike the rock 
&« a ſecond time, rather from indignation 
& againſt the rebels, than from diſtruſt of 
„ the God in whom compaſſions flow. 
© —Theſc undoubtedly are blemiſhes, nay, 
offences which God might puniſh with 
death, were he ſtrict to mark iniquity ; 
but, when human infirmity is taken in- 
„ to the account, they are faults that ex- 
cite pity, rather than indignation. 


„ SHOULD any part of the elogium 

“ which we have pronounced on Moſes 
„ ſeem exaggerated, we ſhall add, to all 
„ the honourable traits under which we 
have repreſented him, one infinitely 
* more glorious {till, traced by the hand 
of God himſelf, who beſt knows how 
* to appraiſe merit, and diſtribute praiſe, 
and which exalts our Prophet far above 
all human panegyric : There aroſe not 
* a Prophet ſince in Iſrael like unto Moſes, 
* whom 
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« whom the Lord knew face to face: In 
„all the figns and the wonders which the 
Lord ſent him to do in the land of Egypt 
% to Pharaoh, and to all his ſervants, and to 
% all his land, and in all that mighty hand, 
% and in all the great terror which Moſes 
&« fhewed in the fight of all Iſrael.” 


TH1s truly great man died in the year 
of the world two thouſand five hundred 
and fifty-three; and before the birth of 
Jeſus Chriſt one thouſand four hundred 
and fifty-one ; eight hundred and ninety- 
{even years after the flood ; and before the 
building of Solomon's temple four hun- 
dred and forty ; in the fortieth year from 
the Exodus, or departure of Iſrael from 
Egypt ; and of his own age the one hun- 
dred and twentieth. —Before his death, he 
uttered a clear and diſtin prediction of the 
Meſſiah, which, in “ the fulneſs of time,” 
was exactly accompliſhed; and he ap- 
peared, in perſon, on mount Tabor, to lay 
all his glory and honour at the feet of the 
Saviour of the world. We ſhall have 
finiſhed our plan, after we have ſuggeſted 

; a few 
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a few reflections on this prediction of 
Moſes, and on this his appearance, in com- 
pany with Elias, to do homage to the Son 
of God,. — “ the Author and Finiſher of 
our faith.” To Him © be glory and 
* dominion for ever and ever. Amen.“ 
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DEU T. XVIII. 15—18. ACTS III. 22. 


THE LORD THY GOD WILL RAISE UP UNTO 


THEE A PROPHET FROM THE MIDST OF 
THEE, OF THY BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO ME; 
UNTO HIM YE SHALL HEARKEN. ACCORD- 


ING TO ALL THAT THOU DESIREST OF THE 
LORD THY GOD IN HOREB, IN THE DAY OF 
THE ASSEMBLY, SAYING, LET ME NOT HEAR 


AGAIN THE VOICE OF THE LORD MY GOD, 
NEITHER LET ME SEE THIS GREAT FIRE 
ANY MORE THAT I DIE NOT. AND THE 
LORD SAID UNTO ME, THEY HAVE WELL 


SPOREN THAT WHICH THEY HAVE SPOKEN. 


T WILL RAISE THEM UP A PROPHET FROM 
AMONG THEIR BRETHREN, LIKE UNTO 


THEE, AND WILL PUT MY WORDS IN HIS 


MOUTH, AND HE SHALL SPEAK UNTO THEM 
ALL THAT 1 SHALL COMMAND HIM.—FOR 
MOSES TRULY SAID UNTO THE FATHERS, 


A PROPHET SHALL THE LORD YOUR GOD 
RAISE UP UNTO YOU OF YOUR BRETHREN, 
LIKE UNTO ME, HIM SHALL YE HEAR IN 


ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER HE SHALL SAT 
UNTO YOU. 


IN 
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N the frame and courſe of Nature, 
who does not perceive evident marks 

of wiſdom in deſign, order in execution, 
energy in operation? All is plan, ſyſtem, 
harmony. Every thing beſpeaks a Being 
provident, omnipotent, unremittingly at- 
tentive: Whoſe works, indeed, infinitely 
exceed our comprehenſion ; but which, 
by their beauty, fimplicity and uſefulneſs, 
fill the mind with wonder and delight, 
while their variety, luſtre, magnificence, 
and immenſity, aſtoniſh and overwhelm, 
The government of the world, it is equally 


evident, is, the reſult of contrivance; it 


evinces a conſtant, ſuperintending care. 
Event ariſes out of event, link runs into 
link. What, to the firſt glance, appeared 
an aſſemblage of ſcattered fragments, is 
found, on a more careful and attentive 
inſpection, to be a regular, beautiful, well 
proportioned fabric, a body fitly join- 
* ed together, and compacted by that 
* which every joint ſupplieth, according 
to the effectual working in the meaſure 
of every part.“ 


Ir 
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Ir muſt be pleaſing to every ſerious 
mind to obſerve, in the work of redemp- 
tion, a ſimilar uniformity of deſign, pro- 
oreſs, and execution. \ We find Patri- 
archs, Prophets, Apoſtles, remote from, 
unknown to each other, at different ages, 
in different regions, declaring the ſame 
purpoſe, promoting the ſame plan, aiming 
at the ſame end. This affords a preſump- 
tion, at leaſt, that he who made, who up- 
holds, and who governs the univerſe, is 
likewiſe the Author of ſalvation ; in all 
whoſe works and ways, a noble and impor- 
tant end is obviouſly kept in view; and 
that end purſued, and attained, by means 
the wiſeſt and the beſt. The Mofaic and 
Chriſtian are not ſeparate, unconnected, 
independant diſpenſations, but correſpond- 
ing and harmonious members, of the ſame 
great building of God. Nature and Grace 
have one ſource, one date ; they proceed in 
a parallel direction, they are haſtening to 
one common conſummation. Or, to 
ſpeak more properly, the ſyſtem of ex- 
ternal Nature, and the ſcheme of Re- 
demption, are the well adjuſted, the har- 

Vol. V. 85 monized 
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monized parts, of the one great plan of 
eternal Providence, which contains the 
whole purpole of the glorious CREATOR 
concerning Man—his firſt formation, his 


preſent ſtate and character, and his final 


deſtination. 


TuRN up the inſpired Volume at what- 
ever page you will, and you have a perſon, 
or an event, or a ſervice, or a prediction, 
unfolding, in one formor another, the mer- 
ciful “ purpoſe of Him who worketh all 
things after the counſel of his own will, 
e that we ſhould be to the praiſe of his 
glory.“ Tranſport yourſelf, in thought, 
to whatever period of the world you will, 
and you ſtill find' the goſpel preached; 
whether in the ſacrifice of righteous Abel, 
the tranſlation of Enoch, the ark of Noah, 
the promiſe made to Abraham, the predic- 
tions of dying Jacob; from the ſeat of 
Moſes, the throne of David, the dungeon 
of Jeremiah. They all ſpeak an uniform 
language, all give witneſs to the ſame per- 
ſon, all diſcloſe their own peculiar portion 


of the goſpel treaſure, for the illumination 
of 
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of an 1gnorant, the reformation of a cor- 
rupted, the ſalvation of a periſhing world. 


THE writings of Moſes exhibit a ſingular 
diſplay of this grand combined plan. He 
traces Nature up to her birth, and inſtructs 
us“ how the heavens and earth roſe out 
* of Chaos.” He conducts us through 
the mazes of the moral government of the i 
Great Supreme, and there, too, unfolds wild if | 
uproar reduced to order, and“ the wrath | 
* of man working the righteouſneſs of 
„God.“ Hedraws aſide the curtains of the ||} 
night, and “ the day ſpring from on | 1 | 
„high“ dawns on fallen humanity. He 19 
attends us through the morning of that 4 
bright day, and, conſtrained at length to 1 
retire, leaves behind him the aſſurance that | ſ! | 

| 
| 


© the fulneſs of the time” would come, 
that“ the morning light“ would advance 
with growing ſplendor unto “ the perfect 


day.“ He preſents to our aſtoniſhed eyes 1 
the vaſt, the complicated, the beautiful || 
machine ; wheel within wheel put in mo- Wi 
tion, preſerving, from age toage, it's ſteady - I 
majeſtic tenor, with native, unwearied, Ii 
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undiminiſhed force: referring us ſtill to 
it's divine Aurhok, who made and up- 
holds all“ by the word of his power,” 


and for whoſe “ pleaſure they are, and 
ere created.“ 


Moss, not only in what he wrote, but 


in what he was and acted, illuſtriouſly diſ- 


played the grace of God, in the redemption 
of the world. Not only did he wrzte and 
teſtify concerning the great Deliverer, but 
his perſon, his character, his offices, were 
a prefiguration of Him who was to 
come, and to whom * all the prophets 
„give witneſs,” | 


THe prediction which has been read, 
and the pointed application made of it, by 
the Apoſtles, to their Divine Maſter, con- 
ſtitute the proof of what we have juſt ad- 
vanced. Moſes, under the direction of the 
Spirit of prophecy, raiſes the expectation of 
mankind to the appearance of a Prophet, 
like, indeed, but far ſuperior, to himſelf; 
and the Apoſtles point with the finger to 
Jeſus of Nazareth, ſaying, We have 

found 


— a — — „ 1 
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found Him of whom Moles, in the law, 
and the prophets did write.” 


A LIMITED creature, of threeſcore years 
and ten, 1s loſt in the contemplation of a 
period of fifteen hundred and eleven years, 
for ſuch was the diſtance of this prophecy 
from it's accompliſhment. The ſhort-lived 
creature loſes ſight of it, feels his intereſt 
in it but ſmall, is at little pains to tranſ- 
mit the knowledge of it, to thoſe who ſhall 
come after him; the next generation it is 
neglected, overlooked, forgotten; or, if 
obſerved and recollected, is miſunderſtood, 
miſapplied. But, during every inſtant of 
the extended period, the Eternal Eye has 
been watching over it; in ſolemn ſilence 
attending it's progreſs, triumphing over 
both neglect and oppoſition ; and a ſlum- 
bering world is rouſed at length to ſee and 
to acknowledge the truth and faithfulneſs, 


the power, wiſdom, and grace, of the 


Moſt High. 


TE day of Moſes, then, in the eye 
of God, runs down to that of Chriſt; as 
Y 3 His 
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His, in return, aſcends to the earlieſt of the 
promiſes and predictions, illuminating, 
quickening, confirming, fulfilling all that 
is written. Placed at whatever point of 
the ſyſtem of Nature, whether on our own 
planet, or on any other, to the north, or 
to the ſouth, in ſummer, or winter, the 
eye is ſtill att racked to the common Cen- 
tre of all, the great“ light of the world.” 
In like manner, at whatever diſtance we 
are placed, and in whatever direction we 
contemplate the Syſtem, which Redeem- 
ing Love has framed, from under the ſhade 
of the tree of life in Eden, from the ſum- 
mit of Ararat, Moriah, or Piſgah, in the 
plain of Mamre, or from a pinnacle of the 
temple ; with Abraham, viewing the Sa- 
viour and his day afar off, or with Simeon 
embracing Him, the ſame Sun of righ- 
* teouſneſs” ſheds his glory around us; 
we ſee the light, we feel the influence of 
Him, who quickeneth and enlighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world. 


vocally referring men to Chriſt, -ſo the Sa- 
viour 


| 
F As we find Moſes plainly and unequi- 
| 
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viour as explicitly refers to Moſes, for a 
teſtimony concerning himſelf; thereby 
plainly inſinuating, that if the Jewiſh Pro- 
phet deſerved any credit, poſſeſſed any re- 
ſpectability, this credit, this reſpectability 
were miniſtring ſervants to the dignity of 
his own perſon, the ſacredneſs of his cha- 


racer, the divinity of his miſſion. And 


this is accompanied with a ſevere denun- 


ciation of judgment againſt ſuch as admit- 
ted the authority of Moſes, but rejected 
that of Chriſt; to introduce, recommend, 
and confirm which was the end for which 
Moſes was raiſed up. Do not think I 
„ will accuſe you to the Father: there is 
one that accuſeth you, even Moſes, in 
* whom ye truſt, For had ye believed 
© Moſes, ye would have believed me; for 
he wrote of me. But if ye believe not 
„his writings, how ſhall ye believe my 
„Words ?“ 


Ts reciprocal teſtimony, therefore, of 
the Founders of the ancient, and new eco- 


nomy, throws light on both, and commu- 


nicates mutual credibility and importance. 


Y 4 Moles 
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Moſes ſatisfies himſelf with ſimply deliver- 
ing the prediction which he had in charge; 
he forms no plan, enters into no arrange- 
ment to bring it into effect, but leaves to 
Providence the care of leading forward to 
the accompliſhment, in the proper time 
and method. Chriſt imply points to what 
was written, and was generally known, re- 
ceived, and reſpected, as a Revelation from 
Heaven, and requires to be believed, and 
obeyed, no farther than he bore the cha- 
racters under which Moſes had announced 
him; particularly that of the great 


„Prophet which ſhould come into the 
& world.” 


— THE. proper character of a Prophet is 
to communicate the ſpecial will of Heaven 
to men. God, indeed, writes his will onthe 
mind of every man, as he comes into the 
world; interweaves it with the very con- 
ſtitution and frame of his being, ſo that, in 
truth, every man 1s a law, 1s a prophet, to 
himſelf. But the characters are quickly 
eraſed, effaced ; education, example, ſu- 
perſtition, vicious propenſities, obliterate 


the 
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the writing of God ; habit, and the com- 
merce of the world, harden the heart, and 
lull the conſcience aſleep, and“ the hearts 
*« of men are ſet in them to do evil.” 
Hence the neceſſity of a prophet, of a 
meſſenger, of a miniſter from Heaven, to 
republiſh the original law, to reſtore the 
obliterated characters, to call men back to 
God, from whom they have revolted, 


% 


AnD ſuch an one was Moſes; raiſed up 


of God, at a period of ſingular darkneſs 


and depravity, divinely commiſſioned to 
promulgate the royal law. Not to ſettle 
a difterent, a novel conſtitution, not to 
new-model human nature, but to revive 
and enforce the primitive conſtitution, to 
proclaim in the ear, what nature whiſpered 
from the beginning, to hang up the con- 
ſpicuous tablet before the eye, whoſe con- 
tents are the exact counterpart of what the 
finger of God, in the very formation of 
man, engraved on * the living tables of 
& the heart.” And when Chriſt came, the 
Prophet after his ſimilitude, Was it not, 
in like manner, to rebuild what was broken 

down, 
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down, not toreara totally different edifice ? 
to magnify the law and make it honour- 
able, to clear it from miſinterpretation and 
perverſion, to reſtore it to it's native purity 
and ſimplicity, and to extract the ſpirit out 
of the letter? Think not,” ſays he, 
that I am come to deſtroy the law or the 
* prophets: I am not come to deſtroy, 
«* but to fulfil. For verily I ſay unto you, 
„Till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or 
one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the 
& law, till all be fulfilled*.” This con- 
firms the obſervation which we have been 
all along emdeavouring to inculcate, re- 
ſpecting the uniformity and perſeverance 
of the divine procedure. Men ſtart from 
purpoſe to purpoſe, from purſuit to pur- 
ſuit ; they loſe fight, they tire of their ob- 
ject; they waſte their ſtrength, they are 
diſcouraged by oppoſition, they began to 
build before they counted the coſt. But 
„known to God are all his works from 
the beginning.” He forms his plan, 
and undeviatingly purſues it. ** I am the 
„Lord, I change not.” He lays his foun- 


. * Matt. v. 17, 18. 
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dation, and it ſtandeth ſure, and the build- 
ing riſes; “he willeth and none can let 
„it.“ God made man upright ;” and 
to maintain, or reſtore, that uprightneſs, is 
his great aim and end, under every diſpen- 
ſation of his Providence, under the Law 


and the Goſpel, by Moſes and by Chriſt. 


—A PROPHET mult have the neceſſary 
qualifications for his office, muſt be in- 
ſtructed in the mind of God ; muſt be filled 
with zeal for his glory, be animated with 
ardent love to mankind, be fortified againſt 
the aſſaults and oppoſition of ignorance, 
and prejudice, and envy. And ſuch an 
one was Moſes, ** whom the Lord knew 
face to face,” with whom he converſed 
as a man with his friend; his zeal was in- 
extinguiſhable ; for the good of Iſrael he 
was ready to make the ſacrifice of elf ; 
his meekneſs was unruffled, his patience 
not to be ſubdued, his perſeverance indefa- 
tigable, his reſolution undaunted. How 

much more eminently conſpicuous were 
| theſe characters of a prophet, in the great 
„Author and Finiſher of the Chriſtian 


% faith?” 
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&« faith ?” The only begotten Son who is 
ce in the boſom of the Father, he hath 
declared him;” „the zeal of thine 
„ houſe hath eaten me up.” I came 
©< not to do mine own will, but the will 
* of him that ſent me.“ The cup 
* which my Father giveth me, ſhall I not 
„ drink it?“ —“ This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed“.“ 


Moszs converſed forty days with God, 
in the mount ; but thus ſaith uncreated 
Wiſdom, © The Lord poſſeſſed me in the 
<« beginningof his way, before his works 
of old, I was ſet up from everlaſting, 
from the beginning or ever the earth 


„Was; before Abraham was, I am.” 


&« In the beginning was the Word, and the 
& Word was with God, and the Word was 
«© God. The ſame was in the beginning 
„with God. All things were made by 
„him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was 
« life, and the life was the light of ment.“ 


* 


* Matt. iii. 17. John i. 1, 4. 


THE 
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THe ſpirit of Moſes was ſometimes ſtir- 
red within him, he daſhed the tables of the 
law to the ground, he ſpake unadviſedly 
* with his lips ;” he incurred the diſplea- 
ſure of his heavenly Father, he drew down 
a ſentence of juſt condemnation upon his 
head ; but the ſpirit of the Chriſtian Leader 
was in no one inſtance diſcompoſed. He 
* did no fin, neither was guile found in 
„his lips.” He ſuffered indeed and died, 
but it was without a crime, the juſt for 
the unjuſt, that he might bring us unto 
„God.“ Moſes expreſſed a willingneſs to 
be blotted out of God's book, to be de- 
prived of his perſonal right as a ſon of Iſ- 
rael, provided Iſrael might receive the 
remiſſion of ſin, have their rights pre- 
ſerved, and the covenant of promiſe be 
confirmed. But Chriſt became “ a curſe 
&* for us,” was ** hanged on a tree,” was 
e cut off from the land of the living,“ be- 
came “a propitiation for ſin, “' bare our 
& ſins in his own body on the tree,” © be- 
* came fin for us, though he knew no 
* fin, that we might be made the righ- 
teouſneſs of God in him.” 


A PROPHET 


— EE ene nin co en 
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A PROPHET muſt exhibit the ſigns of his 
miſſion. Men will not believe him on his 
own report, will ſuſpect him of attention 
to his own fame, or intereſt, or authority. 
To prove, therefore, that he came from 
God, that he ſpeaks in his name, that he 
is veſted with his authority, he muſt do 
the works of God.—And thus was Moſes 
commiſſioned, and permitted, to prove his 
miſſion. By ſign upon fign he demon- 
ftrated that the Lord had appeared unto 
him, and ſpake by him; earth, and water, 
and air, bore their united teſtimony to his 
divine legatiqn ; and the moſt enlightened 
nation of the globe was made to feel his 
aſcendant, by arguments addreſſed at once 
to the ſenſes and the underſtanding. Is it 
needful to ſay that the great Prophet, 
„ Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our profeſ- 
„ ſion,“ by ſimilar means, by more irre- 
ſiſtible evidence, evinced that he was a 
teacher ſent from God!“ 


IsHaArr. ſay nothing reſpecting the greater 
number, variety, and notoriety, of Chriſt's 
miracles; though every oneof theſe circum- 
ſtances furniſhes ample matter of diſcuſſion; 

I ſatisfy 
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I fatisfy myſelf at preſent with mentioning 
two particulars which ſtrikingly eſtabliſh 
Chriſt's prophetic character, and give it a 
clear and decided ſuperiority to that of 
Moſes. The latter acted by a delegated 
authority, according to a preſcribed form ; 
he aſſumed nothing to himſelf, but was 
checked, reproved, condemned, the mo- 
ment that he preſumed to arrogate in- 
dependence, to ſpeak or act for himſelf. But 
Jeſus Chriſt wrought miracles in his own 
name, by his own power, as the Lord of 
Nature, as poſſeſſed of independent ſove- 
reignty. Again, the ſigns which Moles ex- 
hibited were of a mixed nature, they de- 
clared both the mercy and judgment of 
God, they poured down hail, and tempeſt, 
and peſtilence on Egypt, as well as dropped 
manna on the tents of Iſrael; whereas the 
ſigus which Jeſus adduced, in ſupport of 
his miſſion, were all miracles of mercy ; the 


powers of hell alone felt the rod of his an- 


ger; and the miracles by which he con- 
firmed his doctrine, breathed it's meekneſs, 
and gentleneſs, and charity. 
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Oy the things which have been ſpoken 
* this is the ſum: We have ſuch an High 
&« Prieſt, who is ſet on the right hand of 
the throne of the Majeſty in the heavens. 
A miniſter of the ſanctuary, and of the 
© true tabernacle which the Lord pitch- 
ed, and not man*.”'—** Holy brethren, 
„ partakers of the heavenly calling, con- 
* ſider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our 
e profeſſion, Chriſt Jeſus; who was faith- 
ful to him that appointed him, as alſo 
& Moſes was faithful in all his houſe. For 
„ this man was counted worthy of more 
„glory than Moſes, in as much as 
% he who hath builded the houſe, hath 


more honour than the houſe. For every 


** houſe is builded by ſome man; but he 


„that built all things is God, And 
Moſes verily was faicaful in all his 


_ ** houſe as a ſervant, for a teſtimony of 


„ thoſe things which were to be ſpoken 
« after; but Chriſt as a Son over his own 
© houſe : whole houſe are we, if we hold 
e faſt the confidence, and the rejoicing of 


+ Heb. viii. 1, 2. 
«© the 
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the hope firm unto the end“. We 
* ought to give the more earneſt heed to 
ce the things which we have heard, leſt at 
e any time we ſhould let them flip. For 
* if the word ſpoken by angels was ſted- 
* faſt, and every tranſgreſſion and diſ- 
*© obedience received a juſt recompence of 
reward; how ſhall we eſcape if we neg- 
* left ſo great ſalvation, which at firſt 
began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
* was confirmed unto us by them that 
„heard him; God alſo bearing them 
* witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, 
„and with divers miracles, and gifts of 
& the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 
„ will} ?*'—*< He that deſpiſed Moſes' 
* law, died without mercy, under two 
*© or three witneſſes : of how much ſorer 
% puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant, 
** wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy 


* Heb. iii. 1—6. 
+ Heb. ii. 1—4- 
Vol. V. ＋ « thing, 


is 
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thing and hath done deſpite unto the 
„Spirit of grace“ ?“ 


HavixG now in the courſe of theſe 
exerciſes, through a ſeries of years, en- 
deavoured to trace the Hiſtory of Man- 
kind, in a ſeries of characters, from Adam 
down to Moſes, copied from the original 
portraits which the pencil of Inſpiration 
has itſelf vouchſafed to delineate ; the 
whole, in general, and every one in parti- 
cular, referring themſelves to one great 
ORIGINAL, from whom their meaning, 
uſe, and importance are derived. I haſten 
to conclude my plan, by turning over to 
the Goſpel Hiſtory, which exhibits that 
ſame Moles, whom we ſaw expire on 
mount Nebo, and “ buried in a valley in 
„ the land of Moab, over againſt 'Beth- 
6 Peor;” whole dying benediction yet 
trembles on our ear, and whole funeral 
Elogy we attempted to ſing, alive again 
on Mount Tabor, and giving perſonal 
teſtimony and homage to Him whom he 


Heb. x. 28. 29. 


prefi gured 
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prefigured and foretold. The Hiſtory of 
Moſes is not properly ended till then: 
and in vaniſhing from our fight on the 
mount of Transfiguration, he becomes a 
glorious Harbinger of the Life and im- 


© mortality which are brought to light 
<< by the Goſpel.” 


— —y— 
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ANDIT CAME TO PASS ABOUT AN EIGHT 
DAYS AFTER THESE SAYINGS, HE TOOK 
PETER, AND JOHN, AND JAMES, AND WENT 
UP INTO A MOUNTAIN TO PRAY. AND AS 
HE PRAYED, THE FASHION OF HIS COU N- 
TENANCE WAS ALTERED, AND HIS RAI- 
MENT WAS WHITE AND GLISTERING. AND 
BEHOLD, THERE TALKED WITH HIM TWO 
MEN, WHICH WERE MOSES AND ELIAS, 
WHO APPEARED IN GLORY, AND SPAKE 
OF HIS DECEASE, WHICH HE SHOULD AC- 
COMPLISH AT JERUSALEM. BUT PETER, 
AND THEY THAT WERE WITH HIM, WERE 
HEAVY WITH SLEEP: AND WHEN THEY 
WERE AWAKE, THEY SAW HIS GLORY, 
AND THE TWO MEN THAT STOOD WITH 
HIM. AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS THEY 
DEPARTED FROM HIM, PETER SAID UNTO 
JESUS, MASTER, IT 1s GOOD FOR US TO BE 
HERE; AND LET US MAKE THREE TABER=- 
NACLES, ONE FOR THEE, AND ONE FOR 
MOSES, AND ONE FOR ELIAS; NOT KNOW- 
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ING WHAT HE SAID. WHILE HE THUS 
SPAKE, THERE CAME A CLOUD, AND OVER» 
SHADOWED THEM: AND THEY FEARED AS 
THEY ENTERED INTO THE CLOUD. AND 
THERE CAME A VOICE OUT OF THE CLOUD, 
SAYING, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, HEAR 
HIM. 


N the narrowneſs of their conceptions 
and the preſumptuouſneſs of their 
pride, men are apt to conſider themſelves 
as the only, or, at leaſt, the chief in- 
habitants of the creation of God. A falſe 
xx; or: : or rather, a ſpirit of inſolence 
and ſelfiſkneſs has gone farther, has 
aſcribed the conſequence of x whole Uni- 
verſe to ſome inſignificant little region, or 
diſtrict, of this little Globe, and has re- 
preſented the men who breathe on ſuch a 
ſpot, and covvcrie in ſuch a language, as 
the only perions who are worthy of con- 
ſideration. We reflect not, what a ſpeck 
our own- country is, compared with the 
whole Earth ; what a point the earth 1s 
compared to the vaſt Solar Syſtem, and 
how the Solar Syſtem itſelf 1s loſt, in the 


contem- 
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contemplation of Infinite Space, We re- 
flect not on the myriads of ** juſt men 
made perfect,“ from the death of 
*« righteous Abel,” down to the expiring 
faint, whoſe diſengaged ſpirit is juſt now 
on the wing to the boſom of his God ; of 
thoſe who, loſt to us, yet live to their 
Creator. We refle& not on the myriads 
of, probably, more glorious beings, who 
people the greater and more glorious 
worlds which ſurround ours. We reflect 
not on the myriads of pure ſpirits who 
never left their firſt eſtate, that innumer- 
able company of Angels who excel in 


e ſtrength,” the leaſt of whom could 


„ wield theſe elements.“ 


Soup reaſon and © the wiſdom which 
is from above” correct our narrownels 
of thought, and pride of heart ; and teach 
us to ſay, in the words which our immor- 
tal Bard puts in the mouth of Adam, firſt 
of men, addreſſed to his fair Conſort 


Nor think, tho' men were none 
« That heaven would want ſpeQators, God want 
« praiſe. 


24 | « Millions 
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« Millions of ſpiritual creatures walk the earth, 
“ Unſeen both when we wake and when we ſleep ; 


c All theſe with ceaſeleſs praiſe his works behold, 
“ Both day and night.” 


IF our ears were not dull and limited 
as our ſpirits 


“ How often, from the ſteep 

« Of echoing hill or thicket ſhould we hear, 

«« Celeſtial voices to the midnight air, 

« Sole, or reſponſive each to other's note 

“ Singing their great Creator? Oft in bands, 

« While they keep watch, or nightly reunding walk, 
« With hcavenly touch of inſtrumental ſounds, 

« In full harmonie number join'd, their ſongs, 

« Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven.“ 


WE fooliſhly imagine the world of 
ſpirits to be at a vaſt diſtance, whereas, in 
truth, we are upon it's very confines. We 
conſider it's inhabitants as entire ſtrangers 
to us, whereas they are conſtantly about 
our path and our bed, attending our going 
out and coming in, our lying down and 
riſing up. If our eyes were not held, we 
ſhould even now behold them joining 1n, 

and 
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and aſſiſting, our praiſes, rejoicing toge- 
ther, when, by the miniſtry of the word 
of divine grace, finners are converted, and 
ſaints edified. Little did the three diſci- 
ples think, when they aſcended mount 
Tabor, that they were ſo near to an inter- 
view with Moſes and Elias. Moſes, and 
Elias, and Chriſt are not far from us; it is 
our folly and infirmity to think ourſelves 
far from them. 


WHEN we look back to the latter end 
of Moſes, the man of God, we attend 
him up to mount Nebo, and behold him 
taking, from Piſgah, a laſt look, and a laſt 
farewel of the glory of this world. We 
{ee his eyes cloſing in peace, and breathe 
a ſigh over his tomb, and bid him a long 
farewel, and think we have loſt him for 
ever. But it is not an everlaſting adieu. 
On Tabor we have found him again, 
after a lapſe of fifteen centuries; we find 
not only his name, his memory, his writ- 
ings, his predictions, his ſpirit, alive and 
in force, but his very perſon, ſtill employed 
in miniſtring to the 1alvation of the Ifrael 


of 
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of God : and hence we look forwards, to 
the lapſe of a few years more, at the expi- 
ration of which we hope to meet him in- 
deed, not armed with that fiery law which 
condemns and conſumes, but a miniſter, 
and a fellow partaker, of that grace which 
redeems and faves. 


We cannot conſider ourſelves therefore 
as not having yet concluded the hiſtory of 
Moles, while that memorable event of it, 
which is the ſubject of this evening's 
reading, remains unconfidered ; and as the 
evangelic page has exhibited him to us 
alive from the dead, let us devoutly attend 
to the reaſon and end of this glorious ap- 
parition. It naturally ſuggeſts .to us the 
following reflections: 


, Tnar Jehovah is, with undeviating, 
undiverted, undivided attention, carrying 
on the great plan of his Providence to full 
maturity, by every order of beings, in 
every poſſible ſtate ; by thoſe who cheer- 
fully enter into his views, and joyfully 
ſubmit to his will; and by thoſe who 

careleſsly 
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careleſsly negle&t or proudly oppoſe it. 
We have ſeen him ſerving himſelf of this 
Moſes, in the court of Pharaoh, in the 
paſtures of Midian, in the wilderneſs of 14 
Sinai; as a prophet, as a legiſlator, as an 
hiſtorian. And, to fit him for a new | 
field of action, behold him ſhining in a 
new and glorious form. The grave ſeems | 
to have ſurrendered up it's truſt, heaven has | 
yielded up one of it's inhabitants, and Moſes 
is now admitted into a land from which* | | 
he was once ſhut out. In this world, we 
have ſtill to deplore faculties waſting, 


impairing, extinguiſhed ; uſcfulneſs inter- "I 


rupted, cut off in the midſt, by the ſtroke 1 
of death, the earth impoveriſhed by the q | 
premature departure of wiſdom and worth. N | 


The hiſtory of mankind exhibits projects 
blaſted, . ſchemes abortive, inſtruments 
feeble and inadequate, concutiions violent, 
revolutions ſudden and uncxpected ; but 
far different is the view which the Scrip- WW 


tures repreſent of the kingdom of God. in 1 


it, one generation paſſeth not away that 
another may ſucceed, but there is an etcr- | 
nal accumulation of citizens, cternally in- 1 
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creaſing in wiſdom, goodneſs and felicity ; 
faculties ever improving, projects advanc- 
ing, in full certainty of ſucceſs, means fitted 
to their end, and the one great ſcheme of 
the Eternal Mind proceeding in ſteady, 
uniform majeſty, to it's final conſumma- 
tion. Pleaſing, awful thought! The 
& counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for ever, 
the thoughts of his heart to all genera- 
„ tions“k. 


II. Wr obſerve, from this hiſtory, 
The benevolent intereſt which celeſtial be- 
ings take, in the affairs of men. They 
are no unconcerned ſpectators of what 
paſſes here below. They who have been 
raiſed from earth to heaven, have not loſt 
all recollection of the world which they 
have left, nor dropt all concern about their 
brethren in the fleſh. Moſes and Elias, 
with joy, reviſit an interior region, if 
thereby they can be inſtrumental in pro- 
moting the work of redemption; and ex- 
change, for a ſeaſon, the ſociety of angels, 


* Pſalm xxxiii. 11. 


and 
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and the delights of the paradiſe of God, 
for the company of {imple fiſhermen, and 
a barren mountain's top, that we might 
have ſtrong conſolation in contemplating 
the ſufferings of Chriſt,” and the glory 
that ** preceded and followed.“ O what an 
exalted, what a generous ſpirit, does true 
religion breathe and inſpire! It makes 
Angels © miniſtring ſpirits to them who 
& are the heirs of Salvation;” it brings 
departed ſaints back to earth again; it 
converts Tabor into Heaven, and deter- 
mines the choice of an Apoſtle, when in a 
ſtrait betwixt two, and to prefer abiding 
in the fleſh, becauſe more needful to his 
fellow creatures, to the ſelfiſh joy, though 
far better, of departing and being with 
Chriſt. But Moſes, and Elias, and Paul, 
were, themſelves men, bone of our bone, 


and fleſh of our fleſh, were inſtructed by 


ſympathy to commiſerate, and prompted 


by affection to relieve, human wretched- 
neſs. Behold an infinitely greater miracle 
of generous, diſintereſted love; * God fo 
{© loved the world, that he gave his only- 
** begotten 


352 HISTORY OF MOSES. [LECT. XIV, 


e begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
„in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
* everlaſting life*.” —Jeſus “ loved us, 
* and waſhed us from our fins in his own 
* blood, and hath made us kings and 
<« prieſts unto God and his Father, to him 
© be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
« Amen}F.''—** Verily he took not on 
him the nature of angels; but he took 
„ on him the ſeed of Abraham.” —* As 
* children are partakers of fleſh and blood, 
he alſo himſelf likewiſe took part of the 
fame; that through death he might de- 
& {troy hini that had the power of death, 
&* that is, the devil. And deliver them 
* who through fear of death, were all 
6 their life-time ſubje& to bondage. 


III. Tus hiſtory before us ſuggeſts, 
The ſweet harmony, the perfect intelli- 
gence which ſubſiſt between glorified 
ſpirits. Moſes and Elias, as they co-ope- 
rated in the ſame deſign, though at differ- 


* John. iii. 16. Rev. i. 5, 6. 
1 Heb. ii. 16. 6 Heb: . 14, 15. 
ent 
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ent periods upon earth, much more con- 
cur in ſentiment, in exertion, now they 
ſee more clearly, and comprehend more 
fully, the intentions of a wiſe and gra- 
cious Providence. Through ignorance, 
through pride, though jealouſy, through 
malice, imperfect men on earth will differ, 
will hate and oppoſe each other; but in 
celeſtial boſoms the dark, malignant, un- 
ſocial paſſions, find no place: In them there 
ever prevails unity of intelligence, unity of 
deſign, unity in operation, unity ofafteRion. 
Prompted by the ſame motive, aiming at 
the ſame end, Gabriel, a multitude of the 
heavenly hoſt, Moles and Elias—Angels 
ſingle, and in bands, announce to the 
world the advent of the Saviour, celebrate 
his birth, witneſs his transfiguration, re- 
lieve his agony, record his death, declare 
his reſurrection from the dead, grace his 
aſcent to heaven, proclaim his ſecond 
coming. And O what muſt be that har- 
mony and joy ! the harmony and joy of 
heaven, where Angels and Archangels, 
the Cherubim and the Seraphim, Patri- 
archs, Prophets and Apoſtles, and the 
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whole multitude of the redeemed, ani- 
mated by one ſpirit, adore the ſame object, 
rejoice in the ſame grace wherein they 
ſtand, and join in the ſame triumphant 
ſong !— 


Cox x with this, the idea ofthe quick 
and perfect intelligence which ſubſiſts be- 
tween the children of this kingdom. The 
happineſs of heaven is a ſocial, not a ſolitary 
joy. But how can the poverty of our imagi- 
nation, the coldneſs of our affections, con- 


ceive the intimacy of intercourſe, the 


promptneſs of communication, the ſym- 
pathy of feeling, in pure ſpirits wholly diſ- 
poſed to love, and free from all deſire, or 
deſign, to diſguiſe, to deceive, to conceal ? 


&« Where friendſhip full exerts her ſofteſt pow'r, 
&« Pet eſteem enliven'd by deſire 
« Ineffable, and ſympathy of ſoul, 


„Thought meeting thought, and will preventing 


« will, 
« With boundleſs confidence.” —— THOMSON. 


WII what promptitude and intelligence 
celeſtial Beings converſe, ſay ye gentle 
ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, who know what it is to ſoothe and 
relieve the lazy lingering hours of abſence 
by the friendly aid of letters; ye, whom 
the murmur of a ſigh, or the tone of a 
ſingle word can inſtantly inſtru; ye, 
whoſe hearts the preſſure of a finger can 
awake to rapture; ye, whoſe kindred, 
congenial ſouls the ſlighteſt glance of the 
impaſſioned eye, can, in a moment, quick 
as the lightning's flaſh, penetrate, kindle, 
inform, aſſimilate; 


'" WY 


Ye whom the ſudden tear 
s Surprizes often when you look around, 
« And nothing ſtrikes your eye but ſights of bliſs.” 


THOMSON. 


Bur the pureſt human affection is ever 
daſhed with doubt, with apprehenſion, 
with ſuſpicion; it's communications are 
liable to be retarded by dulneſs, prevent- 
ed by accident, or checked and blaſted by 
a malignant eye, and therefore can at beſt 
convey but an imperfect idea of that 
Perfect love which caſteth out fear,” of 
that divine ſympathy which ſpeeds the 
holy intercourſe from Soul to Soul, of 

Vol. V. Aa that 
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that mutual underſtanding which needs 
not the medium of ſenſe to convey it.— 


Tnovo we cannot conceive, much leſs 
deſcribe, in what manner Angels and 
Saints in bliſs converſe one with another, 
yet, from the text, we know, what is the 
one, great, darling theme of their conver- 
ſation. Moles and Elias deſcend from their 


1 
heavenly thrones, from before the fountain I b 
of light and life, appear in glory, reviſit the o 
earth, aſſociate with men, to do homage n 
at the feet of Jeſus, and to“ ſpeak of his 7 


« deceate which he ſhould accompliſh at I « 
6 Jeruſalem.” This leads to a 


IV, aNnD the moſt important remark on 
this paſſage of our Saviour's hiſtory, in 
connection with that of Moſes, namely, 
That under every diſpenſation, before the 
giving of the law, and under it's reign, 
when it was reſtored, and after it 1s abo- 
liſhed; to righteous men on earth, to juſt 
men made perfect, to the Angels of God 
in the eye of God himſelf, there is one 
object of peculiar magnitude and im- 
portance, which is before all, above all, 
runs 
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runs through all, and in which all ſhall 
finally terminate. It is ſurely not with- 
out a meaning, that the promiſes, the 
predictions, from firſt to laſt, point out 
a Saviour that ſhould ſuffer and die; that 
all the types, ſervices, ſacrifices of the law, 
ſhould repreſent a ſalvation that was to be 
wrought out, to be purchaſed, with blood; 
that the whole doctrine of the goſpel ſhould 
be compreſſed into one poiat, the doctrine 
of the Croſs ; that the throne of God, eter- 
nal in the heavens, ſhould exhibit at it's 
right hand, and in the midſt of it, “ a 
+ Lamb as it had been flain;“ that the 
ſong of the redeemed ſhould celebrate Him 
who loved the ſons of men, ** and waſhed 
| | © them from their fins in his blood!“ 
0 the infatuation of a careleſs, unbelieving 
„ world! That ſubje& which the ranſomed 
of the Lord dwell upon with ever new, and 
| increaſing delight; that great Myſtery 
of Godlineſs,“ which ** Angels deſire 
to look into;“ that object which the 
great God has marked with ſpecial pre- 
| cifion as his own; the wonder of heaven, 
- © the joy of the earth, the theme of eternity, | 
wil ' Aa 2 Was 
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that mutual underſtanding which needs 
not the medium of ſenſe to convey it.— 


Troven we cannot conceive, much leſs 
deſcribe, in what manner Angels and 
Saints in bliſs converſe one with another, 
yet, from the text, we know, what is the 


one, great, darling theme of their conver- 


ſation. Moſes and Elias deſcend from their 
heavenly thrones, from before the fountain 
of light and life, appear in glory, reviſit the 
earth, aſſociate with men, to do homage 
at the feet of Jeſus, and to“ ſpeak of his 
e deceate which he ſhould accompliſh at 
5 Jeruſalem.” This leads to a 


IV, ANp the moſt important remark on 
this paſſage of our Saviour's hiſtory, in 
connection with that of Moſes, namely, 
That under every diſpenſation, before the 
giving of the law, and under it's reign, 
when it was reſtored, and after it is abo- 


liſhed; to righteous men on earth, to juſt 


men made perfect, to the Angels of God 
in the eye of God himſelf, there is one 
object of peculiar magnitude and im- 


portance, which is before all, above all, 
| runs 
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runs through all, and in which all ſhall 
finally terminate. It is ſurely not with- 
out a meaning, that the promiſes, the 
predictions, from firſt to laſt, point out 
a Saviour that ſhould ſuffer and die ; that 
all the types, ſervices, ſacrifices of the law, 
ſhould repreſent a ſalvation that was to be 
wrought out, to be purchaſed, with blood; 
that the whole doctrine of the goſpel ſhould 
be compreſſed into one point, the doctrine 
of the Cro/s ; that the throne of God, eter- 
nal in the heavens, ſhould exhibit at it's 
right hand, and in the midſt of it, a 
© Lamb as it had been flain;“ that the 
ſong of the redeemed ſhould celebrate Him 
| who loved the ſons of men, and waſhed 

s them from their fins in his blood!“ 
I O the infatuation of a careleſs, unbelieving 

| world! That ſubje& which the ranſomed 
> Þ of the Lord dwell upon with ever new, and 
» I increaſing delight; that great Myſtery 
of Godlineſs,“ Which“ Angels defire 
to look into;”” that object which the 
great God has marked with ſpecial pre- 
ciſion as his own; the wonder of heaven, 
the joy of the earth, the theme of eternity, 
A a 2 Was 
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was © to the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to 
* the Greeks fooliſhneſs:“ is to a faithleſs 
and perverſe generation a thing of nought, 
the ſong of the drunkard, the jeſt of fools ! 


Ir that blood has fallen, and lies, with 


ſuch oppreſſive weight, both as a tem- 
poral and a ſpiritual curſe, on thoſe who 
raſhly imprecated it on themſelves, and 
their children, and then impioufly and 
remorſeleſsly ſhed it, Of how much 
* ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under 
© foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
Vas ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace* ?” 
May that blood be upon us, and upon 
our children, to cleanſe, not to condemn, 
to exalt, not to overwhelm us, and be it 
our dcterminate reſolution, through the 
grace that is in Chriſt, to know nothing 
in compariſon of Chriſt Jeſus, and him 
crucified, ** and to glory in nothing but 

„ his croſs.” 

* Heb. x. 29. 
V. OßsERVE, 
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V. OßsERVE, The ſuperiority aſcribed, 
by a voice from the moſt excellent glory, 
to Chriſt the Lord, ſwallowed up and 
eclipling all created excellency and per- 


fection. This is my beloved Son, hear 


him,“ proclaims the voice, and in- 
ſtantly Moſes and Elias diſappear, that 
Jeſus may be all in all. They have 
brought their glory and honour and laid it 
at his feet ; they have pointed out to man- 
kind, in whoſe light they ſhine, in what 
conſiſts their chief eminence and diſtinc- 
tion. They in effect ſay the ſame thing 
with John Baptiſt, ** He that cometh 


* after me, 1s preferred before me, whoſe 


** ſhoes latchet I am not worthy to un- 
& loofe+.””—+** Behold the Lamb of God, 
* which taketh away the ſin of the 
* World.“ They forbid us to look to- 
ward them, or to truſt in them for falva- 
tion. Having given this teſtimony to their 
Lord and ours, they retire to that world of 


bliſs into which they found admiſſion 


„Luke ix. 35. 1 John. 27. 


+ John 1. 29. 


Aiz3 through 
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wh gh the blood which cleanſeth from all 
ſin, through the deceaſe which Chriſt was 
ready ©* to accompliſh at Jeruſalem.” — 
Let us joyfully bend the knee to Him, 
who, ** for the ſuffering of death, is crown- 
* ed with glory and honour, and has ob- 
e tained a name that is above every name;“ 
whom Moſes and Elias acknowledge 
as their greater; whom all the angels 
of God are commanded to worſhip, as 
„ the image of the inviſible God, the 
e firſt born of every creature,” ** by 
„ whom were created all things that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible 
© and inviſible, whether they be thrones, 
* or dominions, or principalities, or 
* powers; all things were created by 
„Him, and for Him*.” — 


FiNALLY, The paſſage exhibits to our 
wondering eyes, a glimple of that glory 
which all the faithful ſhall finally attain; 
in the perſon of one who had never taſted 


* Col. i. 16. 
/ death; 


— 
= 
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death ; whoſe body, by a miracle of al- 


mighty power, was fitted for heaven and 


immortality without ſeeing corruption in 
the grave; and of one, who, as we muſt, 
died and was buried, and by a ſimilar mi- 
racle, was either ranſomed from the power 
of the grave, or whole glorified ſpirit was 
fitted with a temporary vehicle of tranſpa- 
rent fleſh for the preſent grand occaſion; 
but above all, in the perſon of the Greateſt 
of the three, who was pleaſed to clothe hu- 
manity, which had not yet ſuffered, but 
ſoon was to ſuffer death, with a tranſitory 
glory, the forerunner of that which ſhould 
quickly follow, and do away all the 1gno- 
miny of the tomb, and become the ſure 
pledge of that glory with which he ſhall 
inveſt all them that believe, after ** the 
“ faſhion of his own glorious body.“ — 
While we contemplate mount Tabor, the 
immortal ſpirit looks through the frail 
tottering fabric of fleſh and blood, in 
which it 1s encloſed ; and while, from it's 
preſent connection, it ſurveys with concern 
the inroads of diſeaſe, the waſtes of time, 


the approaches of diſſolution ; from the 
A a 4 viſions 
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viſions of God, from the power of free 
ſovereign grace, from the preſent attain- 
ments of the faithful, beholds with rap- 
ture the ſplendor of that vehicle in which 
it ſhall aſcend “ to meet the Lord in the 
& air,” when “ mortality ſhall be ſwal- 
& lowed up of life :” When it ſhall be 
united to a body inſuſceptible of pain, 
undepreſſed by it's own gravity, unfettered 
by the laws of dull matter, uncondemned 
to mortality,—Glorious and bleſſed day, 
when the meaneſt of the ſaints ſhall reſem- 
ble Moſes, not in that green and lively old 
age whichrexperienced not dimneſs of eyes, 
nor abatement of natural vigour, but in 
that renovated youth, that unfading beauty, 
| that impaſſive ſtrength, that immortal luſ- 
b tre, wherein on the mount of the Lord he 
| was ſeen; and ſhall reſemble Elias, not by 
mounting with the help of a chariot of fire, 
and horſes of fire, into heaven, but with 
native force, immediately derived from 
the great Source of life and motion, ſhall 
ſpontaneouſly aſcend up to his native ſeat; 
ſhall reſemble Chriſt, his divine head, not” 
| in that ſinleſs infirmity to which He vo- 
| FFF luntarily 
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luntarily ſubmitted in the days of his fleſh, 
but in that glory which he had with the 
Father before the world was, and which 
for a moment burſt forth on the mount of 
transfiguration, when “ his face did ſhine 
« as the ſun, and his raiment was white 
* as the light!”—Glorious and bleſſed 
goſpel ! which firſt taught the reſurrection 
from the dead, which has “ aboliſhed 
death, and brought life and immortality 
* to light;“ whoſe ** exceeding great and 00 
5e precious promiſes” make men * par- 
„ takers of a divine nature ;” whoſe hal- N 
lowed page repreſents ſaints and angels 10 
quitting their heavenly abode to miniſter Will 
to the neceſſities of wretched mortals ; 10 
and wretched mortals riſing to the ever- 0 
laſting poſſeſſion of heavenly thrones !— 100 

O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, Wl 
„ where is thy victory?“ Thanks be 1 | 
* to God, which giveth us the victory Why 
« through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt*,” MVP 


Bur now thecurtain is dropt, Moſes and 
Elias have reſumed their places in heaven, 


— * _ 
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and the glory of Tabor is no more. Yet, 
though unſeen, they ceaſe not to inſtruct 
us. Though withdrawn, they are in the 
midſt of us ſtill; the diſtinction of paſt 
and future they feel no longer, and ſepa- 
ration by ſpace cannot keep celeſtial be- 
ings aſunder. Providence brought toge- 
ther, into one place, the giver and reſtorer 
of the law ; and the firſt harbingers of the 
Goſpel, blending earth and heaven toge- 
ther, in homage to the Son of God. And 
all diſtance between them, too, is now for 
ever done away. Remote as we are, we 
behold them together in a ſtate of glorious 
perfection, but permitted to converſe with 
us no more. But He is with us ſtill, their 


Lord and ours; his voice we can {till hear, 


after they are ſilenced, and Him we 
are commanded to hear.—“ Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for 
„% ever;” © To Him all the prophets give 
„ witneſs,” and He is “the end of the 
« law for righteouſneſs, to every one that 
„ believeth.” 


AND 
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AND thus have we finiſhed our ei 
delineation of the lives of the Pitriarchs, 
from Adam, the Father of the Human 
race, down to Moſes, the great Legiſſator 
and Prophet of the Hebrew Nation ; with 
the intermediate illuſtrious Perſonages, 


whom the Spirit of God has preſerved from | 


oblivion, for our information and ule ; 
whom Providence raiſed up in the earlier 
ages of the world, to occupy d:ſtinguithed' 
ſtations, and to accompliſh important de- 
ſigns; who, by their reſpective characters, 
offices and declarations, predicted or pre- 
figured the Meſſiah ; who edified the 
world, while they lived, by their doctrine 
and example ; and who, being dead, con- 
tinue living monitors and inſtructors of 
mankind. 


WuirLs we contemplate the progreſs of 
theſe venerable figures along the plain of 
exiſtence, we feel ourſelves in motion, we 
are hurrying down the ſtream, we begin 
to mingle with the aſſembly of the de- 
parted, we leave our place among men 
empty. Of thoſe who entered with us vn 


this 
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this career of meditation, ſome are not ;” 
their courſe is finiſhed, they have fulfilled 
their day, they are gone to join the men 
who lived beyond the flood. The cold 
hand of death has frozen up fome of the 
ſtreams of friendſhip; the congelation is 
gaining upon our own vital powers, and 
marking us for the tomb, where the en- 
dearments of focial affection, and the 
meltings of ſympathy, and the glow of 
love, are felt no more. But“ we forrow 
not“ over departed worth © as thoſe 
* who have no hope.” God, and angels, 
and “ the fpirits of juſt men made per- 
& fe,” have gained what the world has 
loſt: They move in a higher ſphere; 
they perceive with purer intelligence, act 
with ſuperior energy enjoy with more 
exalted capacity; they die no more, they 
are as the angels of God in heaven: And 
Providence charges itſelf with the care of 
the forſaken, the helpleſs, and the forlorn, 
whom they have leſt behind. And we 
look forward together to that day, when 
we ſhall join Moſes and Elias; Peter and 
James and John, and all who have died 
before 
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before us, or ſhall die after us, in the 
Lord, not in the glory of Tabor, which 
was to paſs away, but of mount Zion 
which is above, and which endureth to 
endleſs ages——when we ſhall come to- 
gether © unto the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
„ numerable company of angels, to the 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
* born which are written in heaven, and 
* to God, the Judge of all, and to the 
« ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and to 
Jeſus, the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of ſprinkling, that 
ſpeaketh better things than that of 
„ Abel*,” and dwell in a tabernacle not 
erected by the hands of man, the habita- 
tion of an hour, but in “a building of 
„God, an houſe not made with hanꝗs, 
© eternal in the heavens.” 


Be ye therefore « followers of them 
* who through faith and patience inherit 
the promiſes.” —Purchaſe for yourſelves 


* Heb. X11, 22, 235 24. 


a deathleſs 
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a deathleſs name among the ** ranſomed 
“ of the Lord.” —Confider yourſelves as 
encompaſſed, obſerved, tenderly regarded, 
by thoſe to whom you were dear while 
they tabernacled among men, and who 
now love you with the ardour of Immor- 
tals.—Add to the conſolation which they 
enjoy, that of marking your progreſs in 
wiſdom, your growth in grace.—Cultivate 
acquaintance with the language which you 
are to ſpeak, the ſpirit which. you are to 
breathe, the manners with which you are 
to conform, the perſons with whom you 
are to converſe, eternally.—** Seeing we 
% alfo are compaſſed about with ſo great 
& a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay aſide 
„every weight, and the fin which doth 
* ſo eaſily beſet us, and let us run with 
s patience the race that is ſet before us, 
looking unto Jeſus, the author and 
„ finiſher of our faith; who, for the joy 
& that was ſet before him, endured the 
* croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is ſet 
„down at the right hand of the throne 
of God*,” * Behold what manner of 
Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
„love 
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love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, 
& that we ſhould be called the ſons of 
& God.“ —“ Beloved, now are we the 
4 {ons of God, and it doth not yet appear 


„ what we ſhall be: but we know ſ that, 


hen he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like 


him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. And 
e every man that hath this hope in him 
„ purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure#,” 


1 John iii. 2, 3. 


THE END. 
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A. 


ARON born, i. 445 
appointed to take part of the commiſſion 
with Moſes, 14. 79—holds up the hands of Moſes on 


the mount, 393 


—— receives a delegation of government from 
Moſes, (with Hur) . 61—the exerciſe of his authority 


perverted by the idolatrous abominations of the country, 
62-63—his conduct aſtoniſhing on the occaſion, and 
accounted for in four different ways; ft, that the con- 
ciſeneſs of ſacred hiſtory may have omitted ſome cir- 
cumſtances in his favour, 66—2dly, it was ſuppoſed 
Hur had been maſſacred in a public commotion by 
reſiſting the people, 67—3dly, that they only re- 


queſted an hieroglyphic repreſentation of the power of 


the Diety, 68—4thly, that he might apprehend, his de- 
manding their ear-rings, &c. as the objects of their pride, 
would prevent them from perſiſting in their requiſition, 
16.—is too intent on the work to avoid ſuſpicion, 79— 
framing the idol, not the full extent of his criminality, 
71—curſory review of the above, with reflections, 80-85 
is reproved by Moſes for his conduct in this matter, 
93-94—his reply and defence, 95—his birth, anno 
mundi, 2370; before Chriſt, 1634; before Moſes three 
years, 227-—nothing extraordinary in his genius or 
talents till an advanced age, . his introduction into 
public character, 223—the occaſion of his firſt appear- 
ance on the 1acred drama, 230 —his eloquence, 231— 
his interview with Moſes, 231-232—the appointment 
of his taſk in the grand commiſſion, 232—the events of 
his life blended with thoſe of his brother, 236 were 

Vor. V. B b both 


. — P99 — 
— — — — —— - 


— _— Re _ 
— 


— ä — — — — 


— 
£ — — 
nn On 


* 
— — — — — 
— — * 

— . 


372 INDEx. 


both (according to genealogy) in the fourth generation 
| from Levi, the third ſon of Jacob, 237—his marriage, 
; ib. had four ſons, viz. Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar, i4.—himſelf and two eldeſt ſons accompany 
Moſes to the bottom of Mount Sinai, &c. 240—his 
prieſthood, 241-244—exhortations from the preceding 
ſketch of his hiſtory, 245—his age when called to the 
; office of high prieſt, 253—his fallibility and infirmities, 
254—his ſacerdotal dreſs deſcribed, 256-264—his inau- 
guration, 265-209—review of the character of an high 
prieſt, as pertaining to him, 273-277—his two eldeſt 
ſons, Nadab and Abihu, appointed to the prieſthood, 
284—ſoon after diſgrace it by offering ſtrange fire, 285 


! 8 


their ſudden deſtruction, 291 his feelings ſuggeſted : 
on the occaſion, 16.— is forbid to mourn, 292—enters 1 
into a plot with Miriam, his fiſter, to diſturb the govern- : 
ment of Moſes, 294—ſhe is ſtruck with a leproſy for © 
the ſame, 297 reflections on his feelings occaſioned by . 
a ſecond revolution in the Ifraelitiſh camp, 308-309 g 
his rod, as a token of honorary diſtinction, budded, E 
311—which is afterwards depoſited in the tabernacle, fe 
as a ſacred memorial of mercy and favour, 312 —his 3 
farewel to the people, 318-321—aſcends the mount, h 
321—his death, 323—reflections on it, 323-327 30 
Abel born, :. 76—tends his flock, 78 his proſperity, 78 W 
81—his offering, 81—the motives to it, 82—his- faith, St 
:6,—his death, 85—his character portrayed, 87— 4 pr 
type of Chriſt, 88 his character inſtructing, 92— ana- an 
logy between him and Chriſt, go Al 
Aben-Uſuph, v. 281 — 
Abihu, the ſon-of Aaron, iv. 35. 36. 41. 237. 285 an 
Abimelech's dream, z. 371—prevails on Abraham to it 
accept an habitation in his country, 372—quarrels with me 
Abraham, 377—the appellative name of the princes of 385 
Paleſtine, ii. 58—his moderation exemplified, 62 giv 
Abram's birth, z. 214 —father and founder of the Jewifh for 
nation, ib. —his hiſtory commences, 215—his faith, flo: 
217-219—inducement to leave his own country, 218- ce 
229—arrives at his deſtined habitation, 15. —God ap- tak 
pears to him in Canaan, 221—builds an altar, 222- 412 
223— driven out of Canaan, 223—retires to Egypt, ente 
224 —ſeized with an unaccountable fit of diſtruſt, 25. hiſt 
his conduct cenſured, 225—reforts to Bethel and chr. 
Hai, 226 —his nephew accompanies him, 2 27 —his be- 2 
am 


haviour commended, 16. they ſeparate, 242—reflec- 
| tions depe 


* 


INDEX, 373 


tions on Abram's hiſtory, 229-247—Abram flies to 
Lot's relief, 246—comparative view of his affection, 
76. connects with an extraordinary perſon, 249—ante- 
rior to Chriſt 2000 years, 250—compared with princes, 
25i—compared with Adam, i4.—both typified Chriſt, 
:6.—Abram a type of every Chriſtian, 252—compared 
with Chriſt, 252-253——refuſes the ſpoils of Sodom, 
266—review of his bleſſings, 268—a type of Chriſt, 
270. 281. 287 -h ſacrifice, 294—retires to a domeſtic 
life, 305—his deſire for a ſon, 309 —ſeeks a token of 
the Lord, 312—takes Hagar to wife, 324—is embroiled 
in contentions, 326—again viſited by the. Almighty, 
344—tormer declaration renewed to him, 34;—his name 
is changed, 7#.—trial of his obedience farther exerciſed, 
346—commanded to perform a painful operation on his 
own body, i5.—he laughed [in faith] 347—{(Sarai alſo 
laughed [in incredulity] 353)—his deſcendants diſtin- 
guiſhed, 348—three angels appear to him, 349—their 
entertainment deſcribed and contraſted with modern 
faſhions, 351—one atſumes the character of Jehovah, 
355—Abraham's interceſſion for his neighbours, 357— 
his dignity, 3b2—lineaments of his character, 362- 
363—his concern for God's intereſt, 366—converſed 
with God, 366-367 removes between Kadeſh and 
Shur, and ſojourns in the kingdom of Gerar, 369— 
practiſes deceit there, 309-37 1—1s reprehenſible for 
an haſty judgment of others, i#4.—1s prevailed on by 
Abimelech to accept an habitation in his country, 372 
the promiſed ſon born, 16.—is weaned, 37 —llagar 
and Iſhmael diſmiſſed, 374 the circumitances attending 
it appear ſtrange, 375—engaged in a broil with Abi- 
melech, 3779—is commanded to facritice his fon, 
389—the manner and time when that command was 
given, 391—Prepares for the ſacrifice, 393 —has time 
for reflection, 394—dialogue with his fon on the occa- 
fion, 397-399—who is ready to be offered, but a ram ac- 
cepted in his ſtead, 400—ioſes Sarah by death, 411— 
takes poſſeſſion of Canaan, by buying a burial place there, 
412—is defirous of forming a match for Iſc, 417— 
enters himſelf again into wedlock, 419—his death, 420— 
hiſtorical compariſon between him and Chriſt, 423— 
chronology of his life, 428 

Adrech (tranſlated from the Hebrew) /. 303 

Adam, i. 22—created, 2 3z—father of the human race, 24— 
dependent and limited being, 0 his ſcyereignty, 25— 
Bb 2 accountable 
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accountable to God, i#.—his inheritance, .—his 
reaſon and innocence, ih his charge, 26—his ſtate of 
innocence, dignified, 27—his bliſs not perfect while 
alone, ib. —his joy complete in a 4 ib, —reflec- 
tions on his happineſs, 29—his fall, 


father, 35—delipht in his offspring, 36—his emotions, 
39—his life prolonged, 40—his death approaches, 16.— 
effects of his fall, 54—typical of Clriſt, 56—compared 
with Chriſt, 57 & ſeq.—his ſovereignty limited, 63—his 
empire reduced to nothing, i#.—his union with Eve pre- 
figures that of Chriſt and his church, 64—the covenant 
head of his poſterity, 66—the time he lived, 117— 
compared and contraſted with Noah, 179-180 

Addreſs of expiring Jacob to his ſons, z7. 388 

to Moſes 7. 347—to the Holy Spirit, 348 

of Balaam to the King of Moab (from Joſephus) 

iv. 345-346 | 

to Chriſtians, ww. 234-235 

Adjuration, form of, iv. 39 

Admonition, i. 18. 79. 110. 173 

— — to the affluent and wretched, ii. 96 

— general to Chriſtians, 1. 22 — 1, 409-411 

— to The proud and reſentful, z. 208 

— to the lower ran ks of mankind, z, 2 10 

— to both ranks, 7:7. 40 

— to Balaam, adminiſtered in the various actions 
of his beaſt, . 304 


ES. deduc ble from the character of Moſes, iv. 


164-167 
Adverſary, a contemptib'e one anſwered, 7. 273 
391 
Advice to females, 77. 32-33 iv. 298-300 
Affection, i. 247 divine and human compared, 7:7. 240 
Afflictions, z. 94-308 increaſe from a conſciouſneſs 
of having deſerved them, 1. 126—in general, 238-246 
compared to the Red Sea, ii. 258-261 
Affluence and religion compared, 772. 41 
Agag, king of the Amalekites, 2::. 400 
Age of Noah and Methuſelah compared, z. 179 
—— Adam, 7. 117 
—— Abraham, . 420—the infirmities attending it, 17. 72 
—— Iſaac, 1. 93 
Joſeph, at the death of his father, z:. 418 
——— Moſes at his death, v. 275-276 ; 
| | | Ages 


iv, 


ib, his wife the 
cauſe and companion of his guilt, 34—becomes a. 


MS 0. 9. 9-9 


INDEX, | 375 


Ages of ſacob and Joſeph, zi. 418 
Ahaſuerus, zi. 73, 301 i 41.186 
Ahib, (or Niſan) zz. 165 1 


Aholiab, iv. 192 Vi 
Alexander, iii. 276 5 4 * 


Allegory, 7. 2. 199-338 1 

Allegoriſts, their opinion of Joſeph's coat, 21. 423 

Allurements, Anale ſubject to, z/. 31 4 

Altar conſtituted, 1. 222-223 | 

—— erected at Shechem, zi. 212—calculation of times from Fig 
that period, 15. | 

on mount Sinai, iv. 38-41 ” 

of the tabernacle, . 196 

Altars, ſeven, commanded to be erected by Balaam, 7. 
418-421 | 

Amalek, God's judgments denounced againſt him, 7:7. 
379—was grandſon to Eſau, and fon to Eliphaz, by 
Timna, 28.—is diſcomfited by the edge of the ſword, 
387—execution of his ſentence reſerved for 412 years 
after, 399 

Ambaſſadors, Iſraelitiſh, iii. 115 

— of Balaak, their meſſage, iv. 367 kf 

Ambition and pride, at what time at their heighth, v. 1 | 
297 "ny 

Aminidab, father-in-law to Aaron, w. 237 ö | 

Amram, of the family of Levi, takes to wife Jochebed his | 
aunt, and becomes the father of Aaron, Miriam, and 
Moſes, ii. 441 i. 237 

Anak's ſons, 1. 141 

Analogy between Melchizedec and Chriſt, 7. 273. 278 1 
287 | \ 

between Abel and Chriſt, i. 0 11 

between Iſaac and Chriſt, 2 40 Tis 

between Jacob and Chriſt, zz. 213 2018 

between Moſes and Chriit, 7, 54 | | 

1 
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Anecdote of Xerxes, king of Perſia, v. 63 * 

Ancient manners, z. 350. | 

Ancient hiſtory, recapitulation of the different periods 
of it, from the creation to the deluge, 1650 years, | 
(with a ſucceſiion of eight lives from Adam to the 6coth 
year of Noah): ſecond period, from the flood to the | 
calling of Abraham, 427 years, (with a ſucceſſion of ten — 1" 
lives from the 108th year of Shem, to the 75th of 
Abraham): the third period containing 430 vears, 
which commenced on the beginning of oir May, or "(i 
"I | B b 3 latter . 


376 INDEx. 
latter end of April, ſuppoſed by ſome chronologiſts, the 


preciſe time, month, day, hour, and minute, when 
Abraham went out of Haran, the paſcal lamb was ſlain, 
and Chriſt died on the croſs; this period contains a 
ſucceſſion of ſeven lives, including Abraham, from 
his 75th year, to the Both of Moſes's life, and before 
- preſent year, 1789, 3338 years, 2. 313-314-31 5- 
31 | 

Angel's appearance, firſt ſcripture account of one, i. 329— 
who it was, 2. 

Angel of the Lord (Jehovah) 2% 64——becomes an*adver- 
ſary to Balaam, is. 390. 394. 396. 397—this his firſt 
appearance in that character, zai—appears, after a 
variety of inſtructive incidents and miracles, viſible to the 
prophet himſelf, 406 

Angels (three) their appearance to Abram, z. 34g9—two 
Gi!,ppear, while the third, who is left, is ſuppoſed to be 
the Son of God, z. 355 

Anger, 7. 110. 325 

the Lord's kindled againſt Moſes, iti. 79 

it's own puniſhment, 77. 91 

Animals, z. 144-170 

again ſubject to man, z. 173 

their fleſh for the firſt time permitted for ſood, 20. 

a ſymbol of atonement, 16. 

Anſwer of Chriſt to the Sadducees, 2:7. 11 

Anxiety, &c. the lot of humanity, zz. 36 

Apocalvpie, i. 70 

Apology tor Moſes killing the Egyptian, 21. 43 

for Aaron's idolatry, iv. 68 

for Miriam, v. 314 

Apologiſts for Rebecca's deception, 17. $1 

. e formidable, that appeared to Balaam, v. 392. 
3909-397 

| N of Abram's faith, 1. 219 

Arabia, 7. 347) — from whence Moſes and Aaron ſet o 
their embaſſy to Pharaoh's court, zz. 89 : 

Arabia Petra, 77. 230. 439 

Arabian nation, father and founder of it, 7. 3435—meaſure- 
ment of the country, 1. 330 —it's excellencies, 16. 

Arabs, an invincible nation, f. 335 

Arbah, (or Hebron) 3. 234 

Archer, ;. 376 | 

Architecturg, 7. 191 

Ark and terra, compared, z. 151 


Ark 


ia 
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INDEX, 377 
Ark, it's deſign, &c. 1. 145 


opinion of commentators unaccountable, concerning 

it's time of building, z. 149 

conſidered as a miracle, &c. i. 150 

—— it's dimenſions, z. 151 

God commands Noah to enter into it, 167 

—— it's covering removed, i. 170—Noah comes out of it, 
1b. —reſted, 212 

—— it's uſe and antitype, 2. 13 

of the tabernacle, iv. 206. 210 

Armenia, z. 212 

Arphaxad, z. 428 | 

Ararat, or (Armenia) mountains of, where Noah's ark 
reſted, 7. 168. 200-212 

Artaphanes, i. 269 

Articles of the treaty between God and the people, given on 
mount Sinai, i. 37—it's conditions agreed to, 39 

Aſs, Balaam's, iv. 400 

Aitronomy and Aſtrology, early cultivated at Pethor, in 
Meſopotamia, iv. 366 

Aſtronomers, Egypt a land of, 2:7. 38 

Aſtronomical calculation, zz. 314 

Atlas, z. 123 

Atonement, the myſtery of it, 7. 85—ſymbol of it, 173 

Attempts to invalidate and degrade the miracle of the 
Ifraelitiſh paſſage, zi. 276 

Avarice, 1. 5 15. 110. 157.233 
430. 431 

Author's acknowledgement to God for his aſſiſtance in the 
preſent work, iii. 340 his addreſs of thanks to his friends, 
341-343 


711, 363 


iv. 328. 333. 418. 


B. 


AAL, iv. 417—it's ſignification, 423 
Babel, iv. 340 

Babylonians, their opinion of Enoch, z. 122 

Bacchus, his votaries, zz. 198 

Bacon (Sir Francis) zz. 424 

Badge of partial fondneſs, zz. 258 ? 

Baker, Pharaoh's, his dream, 11. 282 

Balaam the fon of Boſor, an enchanter tent by Balak to 
curſe Iſrael, ivw. 336—his character, 337-342—reaſons 
aſſigned for his knowledge of the God of Iſrael, 340- 
342—his addreſs to the king of Moab, (from Joſephus) 
345-34 —his bleſſing the {ſraelites contraſted with the 
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execration of the heathens, (given by an ancient author) 
348-349—what brought him into notice and conſe- 
quence, 35 3 reflections on the preceding, 353-358— 
his refidence was at Pethor, a city of Aram, or Mefo- 

tamia, where Abraham was born, and Rebecca, his 
ſon's wife; where Jacob paſſed a great part of his youth- 
ful years, and where he obtained the name of Syrian, 
365—i1is proteſſion aſtrology, 366—vanity and covetouſ- 
neſs, the twa leading paſhons of his ſoul, 369—receives 
the ambaſſadors of | Balak with courteſy, 370—God's 
voice to him, by way of enquiry concerning the meſſen- 
gers, 371—and, by way of refuſal, to the ſuit they 
ona to him, 372—the vague manner of his de- 
ivering God's refuſal to Balak's requeſt, 373-375— 


| Balak, deceived thereby, is the more anxious for his 


compliance, 376 377—invites the meſſengers to ſtay 
another night, on the peradventure of a more favourable 
anſwer from Heaven, 379 386—God, provoked at his 
wickedneſs, gives him up to the perilous conſequence of 
his own obſtinacy, 380-382—riſes early in the morn- 
ing, and prepares far his journey, 389—the angel of 
the Lord (Jehovah) appears in his way to obſtruct him, 
391-393—1s reproved by the various actions of his own 
beaſt, 394—revenges himſelf upon the brute, 396—the 
heavenly viſion {till oppoſes his paſſage, 396-398—his 
patient beaſt, finding no way to . ſinks to the 
ground, 400 - rreflections on the preceding and proceed- 
ing parts of the miracle, 401.40 the angel at laſt ap- 
pears viſible to him, 400 his apology and reply for his 
conduct, 40% - but perſiſts in proceeding, 408 —and at 
length meets Balak, though checked in the deſign of his 
buſineſs, 408-409 —farther reflections on the hiſtory, 
409-4 his character and genius again hinted at, 416 
arrives at Balak's metropolis, Kirjath-huzoth, 417— 
appoints a ſacrifice on ſeven altars, 418-421—ſets the 
ſacrifices on fire, invites Balak to wait the iſſue of the 
ſucceſs, while he retreats to a clift in the rock for ob- 
ſervation, 424—is there met by God, 74.—and prefers 
a plea of merit before him for his religious ſervices, 425 
reluctantly pronounces the immutable decree, that 
Iſrael ſhall not be curſed, 426—refleftions on the ſame, 
427-437—his proſpect on the rock, a defirable one, 
429-431—ſrom the dying ſtruggles of his conicience 
diſcovers a concern for a future ſtate, 435—Balak, 
chagrined at the prophet's eulogy on Iſrael, has him 

| conducted 


en. 


to 


INDEX, 379 


conducted to another ſituation upon the top of Piſgah, 
where another ſacrifice is offered, 442-443—God's 
anſwer (by the prophet) to Balak's raſhneſs, 44z3—makes 
another attempt to raiſe new altars, but relinquiſhes his 
deſign, lays aſide his enchantiments, and finally bleſſes 
Jſrael, 446-448—obſervations on the ſame, 449-453— 
aſter an expoſtuiition having taken place between the 
monarch and the prophet, he concludes with a predic- 
tion fully demonſtrative of Ifrael's glory and Moab's 
downfal, 453-455—which hold forth a two-fold object, 
viz. firſt, that David ſhould cruſh Moab, and perfect 
the conqueſt of the land, pointing to Jeſus, the offspring 
of David; 2dly, that Balaam ſhould ſee the ruin of his 
proſpects beyond the grave by a light, (the ſtar that 
was to come out of jacob) which would only conduct 
him to the place of his puniſhment, 455 457—his dif- 
ferent facoels as a prophet and politician, 457-458— 
his diabolical ſtratagem to ſeduce the Iſraelites to 1dola- 
try, by female arts, ſucceſsfully deſtructive, through which 
24,900 people fell by a plague, 458-459—on the firſt at- 
tack of Midian, he takes up arms and is flain, 460—far- 
ther reflections on his character, 460-464 | 

Balak, king of Moab, rouſed with jealouſy againſt the 
Iſraelites, iv. 336—deceived by Balaam's anſwer, preſſes 
more arduouſly for his compliance, 376—his emotions 
while waiting the return of Balaam from the rock, 426— 
chagrined at the prophet's eulogy of Iſrael, which he ſup- 
poſes to be owing to his ſituation on the mount, therefore 
vainly imagines, by changing it, to alter the decree, 442— 
where a mortal blow is put to all his expectation, 443— 
God's anſwer to his raſhneſs, 16. —his rage at being diſ- 


appointed, 453 


Baniſhment, i. 100. 106. 374. 388—— of Jacob, i. 91 


Banks of the Red Sea, zz. 265 


Banquet, w. 143 


Baptiſm, waters of, 11. 289 


Barbarity, i. 327 


Bargain, 11. 1 


Battle between Iſrael and Amalek in Rephidim, z:7. 378 


Beacons, z. 92 
Beaſts, &c. i. 171 


Beauty and importance of a paſſage in ſacred hiſtory, ii. 


245 
| Beerſheba, i, 380 


a ſnare, zz, 276 


Peerſheba, 
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Beerſheba, or the well of the oath, fi. 66. 253 

Benediction, ill-gotten, 77. 87-92 

——— ternal, iii. go 

Being, ſelf-exiſtent, zz. 209-210 

Benjamin born, ii. 230—reaſons aſſigned for that name be- 
ing given him, 232—required to appear before Joſeph, 
319—is refuſed to be given up, 321—at length appears, 
333z—diſtinguiſhing reſpect ſhewn him, 335. 338 

Ben-oni, 21. 231 

Bequeſt, of Jacob, 17. 375 

Bethel, z. 223. 226 14, 133. 137 

Bethſhemeſh, zv. 207 

Bezaleel, iv. 192 

Bias, of writers, 7. 11 

Bible, it's deſign, z. 208. 292 

— . 117. 11 

Biography, 1. 4—merely human, 9 — ſacred, 16. 

Birth of Abram, i. 214 

of Iſhmael and Iſaac compared, i. 331. 336 

natural and ſpiritual compared, it. 38 

—— of Iſaac, z. 372 

of Moſes, 11. 442 

Birth-right, zz. 103. 104. 107. 123. 149 

Bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal compared, z. 269 

of Melchizedec and Chriſt, i. 279. 280 

pronounced on Abraham and Iſaac in the ſacritice, 


71. 30 
pronounced by Moſes and Chriſt, compared, v. 


257-2 
Blind man reſtored, (from Spinoſa) 241. 273 
Blindneſs of Iſaac, 11. 72 | 
Blood, 7. 55—of Abel, 89 —of Chriſt, go 
God's deſign in enquiring after it, z. 95 
the river of Nile turned into, 27. 124 
— the ſprinkling of, in the paſſover, zz. 166 
—— application of the ſame, 171. 199 
of the ſacrifice on mount Sinai how applied, and what 
implied by it, iv. 38. 40. 53 
uſed in the conſecration of an high- prieſt, iv. 274 
Bloody decree, cauſe of it, zz. 442 
huſband, 277. 93 
Bone of the paſchal lamb, not to be broken, zz. 194 
Bones of Joſeph removed, 111. 22 
Booths, zi. 211 
Bochart, Hieroz, 77. 199 


Brazen 


INDEX, 381 


Brazen ſerpent, and the croſs of Chriſt compared, v. 48— 
exalted to divihe honours in the days of Hezekiah, but 
ſuppreſſed by him, 54—was ſymbolized by being placed 
on a pole, and called tne god of medicine, (according to 
the pagan hiſtory of Eſculapius) 55 

Breaſt-plate of Aaron, iv. 260 

Brethren of Joſeph conſult to ſlay him, 21. 257—their de- 
vice to conceal the tranſaction from their father, 263- 
264—their hard-heartedneſs conſidered, 273—are tried, 
to prove their diſpoſition to their father, z316—reproach 
one another, 318—Reuben's reply to them, 74,—their 
entertainment deſcribed, 334—their drinking to exceſs, 
335-—they all ſet outſon their return to Egypt, laden 
with corn, &c. to their father, 336—charge of theft 
againſt them, 74.—their emotions on the diſcovery of Jo- 
ſeph, 346 

Brothers [two] the origin of their employ, i. 78—their 
diſpoſition traced in their occupation, z6.—their cha- 
— ib.— their difference, 81—their contention, ii. 

55 


Brute creation, 7. 25 

Bulruſhes, ark of, 11. 447 

Burdens of the Egyptians, ili. 41 

Burving- place, i. 412 

Buſh in flames, 241. 61. 63 

Butchers, z:. 254 

Butler of Pharaoh, his dream, 7/, 282 — Joſeph interprets 
it, and makes a pathetic application to him, 284—his cha- 
racter, 285-28E—relates his dream and it's interpretation 
to Pharaoh, 289 


C. 
ASAR, ii. 394 
Caiaphas, z. 126 ii. 86 propheſy of, iv. 344 
Cain, his diſpoſition, i. 38 —incenſed at his brother, 16. 
—betakes himſelf to huſbandry, 78 —his offering, 80- 
81 - the motives of it, 82 — decoys his brother, 84—ſlays 
him, 85—length of his days and manner of his death not 
aſcertained, 109 
Calamity, 11. 160-164 
Caleb, 111. 387 
Calculation, ingenious, z. 103-104 
— concerning the ark, 1. 151 
—— chronological, :. 167-169 
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Calculations of the periods of Joſeph's life, viz. the time of 
his birth, zz. 431—of his being in Canaan, 16.—of his 
ſerving Potiphar, 16.—of his being in priſon, i#.—of his 
life after his father's deceaſe, 432—of his being in Egypt, 
a ſlave and a prince, 16.—of his death before Moſes, 74. 

Calf, molten, iv. 71. 74. 92 

Calmet, ii. 27 7 . 

Camp of the Iſraelites diſmayed, iv. 108-109 

Canaan, i 221. 245. 369. 379 

, viſited by famine, zz. 59 

zi, 108. 210. 312. 375. 401. 419 

Canute, one of the ſouthern kings of England, iii. 256. 277 

Capacity of good men enlarged in another world, 7. 360 

Care and ſorrow, from what ſource, zz. 27 

Cataſtrophe, z. 308 

Catechumens, iv. 176 

Catharine of Sienna, iv. 105 | 

Cato, z. 17 his addreſs to Scipio and Lalius, 241. 26— 

his reflections on his paſt life afford him a pleaſing hope of 
enjoying another, ih. 

Caution, zz. 21 | 

againſt a falſe eſtimation of proſperity, zz. 63 


againſt haſty judgment, zz. 10 


God, 111. 450 

to the fair ſex, iv. 298-300 

Cave of Ephron, 27. 17 

Cavils of infidelity, z. 103 

Celibacy condemned. z. 43 

Cenſure againſt Moſes for not obeying the command of the 
Lord at the rock Horeb, by #ri#:2g inſtead of /peaking to 
it, 117. 391—critici{ms on the ſame, 363 

Character of iſaac and Rebecca blended, 227 

of Iſaac, 11. 42 

of Moſes delineated, zi. 264 

-————— of an high-prieſt, iv. 273-275 

Character and genius of Balaam, iv. 416 

Characteriſtics of Enoch, 7. 129 

Chaldea, or Shinar, z. 212 

Chaldees, z. 214. 218. 229 

Chaldee paraphraſt, z:. 101 

Chariot of fire, z. 131 

Chederlaomer, 147. 379 | 

Chemoſh, an idol of the Moabites. iw. 423 


— — 


Cher ubime, 


to the people of Iſrael not to touch the mount of 
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INDEX, 333 


Cherubims, v. 210 

Child-bearing, z. 74 1. 444 

Childbirth, dying in, 27. 232 

Childhood and maturity compared, zz. 144 

Children, an heritage of the Lord, 1.78 

liable to miſery from their parents, 7. 328 

11. 74. 107. 231 

iii. 

brought up to uſeful employments, ili. 46 

Choice belonging io Abram, 1. 23 

given to Lot, i. 242—the wiſdom of it, ih. 

Chronological account of different periods, lives and me- 
morable events, from Iſrael's paſſing over the Red Sea, 
Wia, atrer the death of Abraham, 330 years; after 
ſauc, 220; after Jacob, 198; after Joſeph, 144; be- 
fore the earlieſt reckoning of time among the Greeks, 
714 years; before the building of the temple (when 
Ifracl's glory was at it's zenith) 506 years; before the 
Babyloniſh captivity, 963 years; before the building of 
Rome, 738; betore Chriſt, 1551; before the preſent 
year, 1789, 3338, 7/4. 315-316 

Chronologiſts, 2. 313-314 

Chronology, zi. 213-21 

Chriſt, the ſource of ſpiritual life, :, Go the federal head 
of his redeemed, 66 

Chriſtian and hero compared, z. 17 

Chriſt ian theology, 471. 294 

Chriſtianity, zw. 13 

Chryſoſtom, St. 11. 183 

Church, two ſtates of it, connected with God's appear- 
ance on Mount Sinai, z. 456. viz. the firſt exemplified 
in Elijah, as the great reſtorer of the law, near 600 
years after the promulgation of it from the mount, i. 
457—and the 2d, compared, contraſted and fulfilled, in 
the advent of Chriſt, 458-489 

Cicero, on old age, z7. 24 

Circumciſion, z. 347 

. omitted by Moſes to his two ſons, 177. 92 

— his obedience to that command, iv. 295 

Cloud, 777. 232 

Cloudy pillar, intermixture of darkneſs aud light, therein 
an emblem of God's mercy and juſtice exemplified 
in the compound nature of Jeſus Chriſt, 774. 233- 234 

—_— It's glories eclipſed by threatening danger, 
a, 241 
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, Confederacy, z. 245 


384 INDEX. 


Coat of Joſeph's ſtained with blood, zz. 264 

Combat of three brothers, i. 303 

Commencement of Jewiſh year, iii. 165 

Comment on Jacob's pronouncing his allotment to Joſeph, 
ii. 390 

Commentators, their opinion confuted, i. 150 

their illuſtrations rejected concerning the 
obſervance of the paſſover, 41. 194 

Communication between Moſes and God, iv. 88 

Communion with God, 2. 128-131 

Communion-table, i. 54 

Compaſſion, 277. 42 

Conception of Iſaac and Chriſt, both out of the courſe of 
nature, 17. 41 

Concubine, z. 374 

Condition, none valuable without religion? . 79 

Conduct of Abram cenſured, 7. 221 

i. 307 


Conjugal affection, 1. 28 
Conſcience, 1. 93-99 111. 159-421 
and pleaſure compared, 11. 277 
Conſternation, z. 153 
Contemporaries, Adam and Enoch, z. 121 
Contention, 1. 49. 
Conteſt berween Rome and Alba, z. 303 
womb, 11. 38 | 
Converſation between Jacob and the ſhepherds at Haran, 
11. 140 
Coronation and funeral compared, ii. 402 
Cauncils of Pharaoh, zz. 28 5 
Courtier in character, zz. 28 5 
Courtſhip, zz. 148 
Covenant-bleflings ratified, 27. 133 
of peace ratified between Jacob and Laban, 


i. 154 


in Rachel's 


11. 197 
ſecond, 7. 202-204 
Covenants, i. 292. 345. 419 
- tranſlation of the word, z. 293 
illuſtration of it, i. 294 
ratified by the Greeks and Trojans in their 
ſacrifices, i. 3090-302 
between Abraham and Abimelech, i. 378 
why made uſe of in common among men, 16. 
recapitulation of it to Moſes, 2:7. 104 
Creation, z. 23-25 (of man) God's deſign in it, iv. 10 
Critic, 
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Critic, &c. 21. 303z—accuſe Joſeph of profanation, 316 

— celebrated, 212. 75. 2go—cenſured, 199 

Critics and commentators, i. 259 ——exerciſed in a remark- 
able circumſtance of Moſes pounding the molten calf 
into duſt, mingling it with water, and obliging the ido- 
latrous people to drink of it, i. g2—the ſubject evange- 
lized, 93 | 


Criticiſms on Melchizedec's character, i. 272 


50 
ed on a paſſage out of Jude, v. 283. 284 
Croſs, allegorical repreſentation of, 241. 304 
Crucifixion of Chriſt repreſented in the paſſover, iti. 200 
Cruelty, i. 85. 89 
Cuſtom of the Egyptians, 41. 398—a reaſon aſſigned why 
Joſeph conformed to it, 399 
Cup found in Benjamin's fack, 1d. 337 
Cyrus's addreſs to his {ons before his death, iii. 24 


D. 


Dae iii. 156 
Daniel and Darius compared, 777. 344 


Daughter of On, the prieſt, becomes a mother in IIrael, 
11. 365 

David's error, i. 3 10 

David, on a ſingular occaſion, admitted to the privilege of 
a ſon of Levi, iv. 203 

Damon of luſt, 17. 278 

—  —— envy and revenge, i. 258 

Deafneſs of Pharaoh, zz. 99 

Death of Abel, z. 38 

—— the form of, 1. 85 

— the Chrittian's gain, i. 86 

exemption from it, 1. 120. 129 

of Noah, 1. 179 

of Sarah, z. 410 

of Deborah, z:. 230 

of Iſaac, 27. 93 

— of Jacob, zi. 397 

of Joſeph, ii. 420 

——= threatened to Moſes and Aaron by Pharaoh, 477. 15% 

— juſt eſtimate of it, w. 282-283 

of Nadab and Abihu, iv. 285 

—— of Miriam, v. 313 

— of Aaron, iv. 323 

— ol Balaam, i. 400 


ti, 264. 


Death, 


386 INDEX. * 

Death, reflexions on the ſame, iv. 323-326 

in child-birth, v. 280 

the ſeveral alluſions of it, v. 173 

—— the cup of it mixed with ſeveral bitter ingredients, v. 
1 - | 

4 Moſes, v. 276—the time and date thereof, 286 

December luxuries cdutioned againſt, 11. 331 

Deception, i. 322. 369-37 1—:. 82 

Declaimers againſt the female ſex, z. 157 

Decree of Heaven diſpenſed with, i. 116——immutable, 15. 
18 | 

—— —— of Iſriel, pronounced by Balaam, iv. 426—reflec- 
tions on the ſame, 427-437 | 

Defraud of Jacob's and Laban's compared, 27. 1 54 

Degeneracy of the Iſraelites, during their 40 years journey 

in the wilderneſs, iv. 333 

Deity, his approach felt; 1. 313 

Deluge, a comparative view of it, i. 135. 147. 168. 212 

and baptiſm compared, 1. 196 

Demoſthenes, Cicero and Moſes compared, v. 186 

Deportment, zz. 33 

De Ruyter, Admiral, 171. 277 

Deſcendants of Abram diſtinguiſhed, 7. 348 

Deſign of Enoch's tranſlation, 1. 130 ; 

Defigns of Heaven, fulfilled in the various revolutions of 
things, 11. 47 | 

in man's creation, iv. 10 

of God, affected by apparently inadequate inſtru- 

ments, 2v. 403 

Deſire, 11. 224 

Deſpotiſm, ſyſtem of, 11. 369. 370 

Deuteronomy, the opinion of ſome Rabbins concerning it, 
v. 159 - the concluſion of it, who written by, 279 

Devil, i. 30 

Devotion, a lineament in the character of Iſaac, ii. 34 

: gue of Abraham and Iſaac at the place of facrifice, i. 


00-39 jonnenmete T77 
Dignity not impaired by civility to ſervants, ii. 33 
Dinah's miſconduct, 21. 222—is diſhonoured, 224 
Diſcord among brethren, zi. 55. 56. 89 
Diſmiſſion of Hagar and Iſhmael, i. 374 
Diſobedience, z. 69. 73 
Diſobedience to God's command, danger of it, 71. 92 
Diſpenſations of Heaven ſuited to man's condition, 14. 433 
Divination, iv. 336 | 

5 | a Divine 
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INDEX. e 


Divine diſpleaſure againſt Balaam, iv. 381 

glory diſplayed on Mount Sinai, iv. 45 

Doctrinal controverſies, i. 258 

Domeſtic duty, i. 156 _ 

— — diſſention, 7. 377 

Drama of human life, zz. 2 

—ſacred, i. 109 

ii. 250. 287. 361 

Dream of Abimelech, f. 371 

—— remarkable, zz. 129. 131. 282 

of Paraphraſts and Rabbins, z:. 134 

11. 173. 284. 287. 302. 314 

Dreams of Joſeph accounted for, 251 

interpretation of, 11. 283 

Dreſs, ii. 250 

Drinking to exceſs, explanation thereof as related to Joſeph's 
brethren, ii. 335 

Duty of parents to train up their children to induſtry, i. 


247 
Dying words of Jacob to his ſons, zz. 386 
— of Moſes, v. 149 


E. 


AGLE, iii. 440. 441 

Earthquakes, i. 148 — v. 308 

Eden, 1. 160———224. 133 

Edict, iii. 43 | 

Egypt, i. 224. 253———comparative view of it, 7, 134 
Egyptian bond-maid, 7. 332 | 
———- ſmiting an Hebrew, 7:7. 43 | 

- talkmaſters and Egyptian gold compared, iv. 70 
Eleazar, ſon of Aaron, iv. 237. 325 

Ele& world, 17. 6. 406 

Elements, it's powers ditfereat, z. 197 

111. 287 

feel and witneſs the appearance of a God, iii. 


I 

Eliezer of Damaſcus, 7. 307 

Elijah and Enoch, i. 131 

Elijah's computation erroneous, i. 262—his mantle, 276 

| reſtores the widow's ſon | Spinoſa] iii. 272 
the great reſtorer of the law, ii. 457 

Vor. V. C c Elim, 
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Elim, i, 308-309 
Eliſha's requeſt explained, zz. 106 ſy 
Eliſheba, wife of Aaron, and daughter of Aminadab, of the 
tribe of Judah, :w. 237 | 
Eloquence, i. 12 iv. 76 ; 
of Aaron, i. 231 | | f 
Embalming, ii. 398, 309 — method and time of doing it, ] 
400 | 
Emblems, zz. 14 | I 
Emotions of Adam, z. 39 | 7 
E 
P 
E 


of Jethro, 7:7. 414-415 | 
of the Iſraelites, on a review of God's paſt mer- 
cies, iii. 388 + rt 
of Balak, while waiting a return of Balaam from 
the rock, iv. 426 
Empire, prime miniſter of, zz. 349 
| | Enoch, his ſentence remitted, 7. 108. 116—his entrance E 
| | into heaven, 118—ſanctity of his life, 119—becomes $i 
maſter of a family, i4.—one of the great anceſtors of the 
human race, 120—when born, 121—illuſtrious amongſt _ E 
the heathen, 122—Babylonians opinion of him, 123—a 82 
great prophet, 124—his character contraſted with Balaam 
and Caiaphas, 126—his morality characterized, 129—his 
tranſlation, the. manner and deſign of it, 130. 270—com- 
pared with Elijan and Chriſt, 133 
Entertainment, z/. 334 


Enthuſiaſm, iv. 111. 250 OY 
Envy of Iſhmael, z. 373 By 
1, 04. 1 2 
- and jealouſy of Aaron againſt Moſes, iv. 254. 294. «9 
295 pF — 
Ephraim preferred to Manafſeh by Jacob, ii. 392 E 
Ephron, z. 413 his cave, 77. 17 | Ex 
. Epithet uſed in anointing Aaron to the office of high prieſt, OE 
iv. 257 
Equality of male and female births, i. 109 2 
Error, iii. 5—the ſource of it, 11 E. , 
Eſau ſtung with remorſe, . 5E—introduces two idolatrous 7 
wives into his father's family, 50—the folly and baſeneſs be 
of the act, 71—receives a charge from his father to obtain Ex 
veniſon, 81—returns, and diſcovers himſelf defrauded of E 
the bleſſing, 87—cxpotulates with his father on the occa- 1 


hon, 88 meditates revenge, 89—God's judgment de- 
nounced againſt him tor the ſame, go—he and Jacob com- 
| pared 


INDEx. 389 


_ with Iſaac and Iſhmael, 94—is on the way to meet 

is brother with 400 men, 205 | 

Eſculapius, v. 55 

Eſek, zz. 67 

Eſſence of religion, 2. 406 

Eſtimate of human life, ii. 108 

Euchariſt, 7. 19 

Eulogiums on deceaſed perſons ſometimes dangerous, . 
291 

Kuphrates, 1. 212. 314411. 277 

Eupolemus, 7. 122 

Euryalus, 27. 363 FOE 

Euſebius, i. 122—a fragment from him of Artaphanes con- 
cerning the Red Sea paſſage, zi. 269 

Eve, her arguments to ſeduce Adam unknown, i. 31—her 
ambition, i6.—the cauſe and companion of Adam's guilt, 
34—becomes a mother, 

Event, the laſt of Noah's life, z. 174 

, deſtructive to Egypt, becomes the æra of Iſrael's de- 
liverance, 111. 165 

Events extraordinary, z. 116 | 

— in Jacob's life ſingular and myſterious, i. 204— in- 

terpreters and critics baffled about it, 1%. | 

and diſtance of time from the deſtruction of the firſt 
born in Egypt, to God's appearance on mount Sinai, 2:7. 
4.36 3 

— of Aaron's life blended with thoſe of his brother, iv. 
236 | 

Evil, i. 30. 138 | 

— of man's lot accounted for, ii. 53 

——. attendant on travelling, ii. 229 NP 

— ſpirits, how far their power is limited, 111. 121 

Examples, rare, i. 264 

Exhortation to the beautiful, i. 411 

— — from the hiſtory of Aaron, iv. 245 1 

— to Chriſtians, from a view of the plan of Provi- 
dence in the redemption of the world, iv. 26-28 | 

Exodus xxxii. 31-32. and Rom. ix 3. compared and illuſ- 
trated, i, 99-106 | 

ii. 21. explained, &c. iv. 128-129 

Expoſtulation of Eſau with his father, ii. 88 

Eyes, an ancient cuſtom concerning them, zz. 263 


Ezekiel's viſion, v. 244 
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Fallibility and infirmities of Aaron, iv. 254 


390 INDEx. 


F. 


ABLE, z:, 116 
Fabriek, i. 200——of ſalvation, 21. 44 
Fact, extraordinary concerning the conqueſt of the Midian- 
ites, v. 94 


Faculties encreaſed and improved by exerciſe, v. 98 


Fair ſex admoniſhed, i. 161-163 iv. 299-300 
Faith of Abel, i. 82. 86. 118. 172. 181 

—— of Abram, not always uniform, i. 229 
—— againſt hope, 7. 312 

— remarkable inſtance of it, i. 347 

— great trial of it, 1. 27y—proof of it, 29 

of Taac, 11. 48 

— of Jacob, 16. 

of the parents of Moſes, ii. 443 

—— of Moſes, 111. 38 

— the nature of it, ii. 40 

root of it, 11. 41 | 

—— compared to a bunch of hyſſop in the paſſover, iii. 


*r. * 


193 
Faithfulneſs rewarded, 27. 278 


Fall of man, z. 29. 54 

effects of it, 1. 31-32 

Fallen nature reſtored, zz. 5 

Falſhood, z. 96 11. 8$4———111, 10 

Fame, i. 16 

Family-jewel, z. 427 

Famine, i. 223. 22 5 ii. 5 5. 59. 310. 312. 369. 372 

Farewel of Aaron to his people, i. 318-321 

Fatal pledge, z:. 254 

Father of Noah prophetically impoſing his name, 11. 11— 
compared with the name given to Chriſt, 12 

Feaſt, 111. 195 —0on mount Sinai, zw. 40 

Feelings of Noah and wicked, men compared, z. 155—of 
Abraham deſcribed, 413 


of Aaron, ſuggeſted at the exemplary death of his 
two ſons, Nadab and Abihu, iv. 291-292 
Female ſervanis, i. 322 | 
— ſex, declaimers againſt them, i. 1579——what they 
eſteem in them, 27. 347 
heart, zz. 148 
Females, ſubject to allurements, ii. 30 
; | Ficr i, 
' | | 


> 
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Fiery ſerpents, their ſtin x Fans v. 43-46 

Figure, ere © the altar, iv. 199 

Fine ar ts, i. 104-108 | 

Fire, it's effects on different perſons, 777. 62 

— uſed in purging the veſſels for the paſſover, 77. 70 

—— iſſuing out of the earth, zz. 98 

— [ſee fange fire] iv. 285 

Firſt man, . 53 his dominion, 54 

Firſt-born, ſacred property, ii. 216 

Flags, 11. 452 

Flock, ring-ſtreaked, 77. 172-176—their conception remark- 
able, 174 

Flood, 7. 148. 150. 196. 4279 ——:. 314 

Folly, i 1. 213 

of making any difference between children, 7, 53-54 

Foreknowledge, z. 3312 

Forgiveneſs of God and man compared, zi, 369 

Fortuitous affairs of men confidered, 11. 63 

Forwardneſs reproved, ii. 30 

Fragment, Jewiſh, ii. 98-99 

Friend, i. 7. 361 

Friendſhip, ; 7.9. 156. 266. 363 —— 7. 210——, 49 

Frogs, zz. 127 

Froſt, how occaſioned, ii. 253-254 

Furnace, Nebuc hadnezzar 8, 111. 62 

Future judgment, z. 125 

ſtate, 111. 10—bliſs, 16 


111, 277 


G. 


AD, tribe of, zz. 211 
Gadites, v. 254 
Gaoler, Joſeph's, zz. 280 
Gems, twelve, on Aaron's breaſt, iv. 261 
Genealogical account of Moſes and Aaron, 2v. 237 
General calamities, z. 143-146 
Generous Pharaoh exchanged for a tyrant, zz. 439 
Gentiles, their opinion concerning the power that prophets 
and divines had to remove public calamities, zw. 347 
Gerar, zi. 57-58 
Gerſhon, zz. 411 
Giants, 1. 141 
Gilead, mount, 11. 184 185 
Globe, 1. 144 


Cot God 
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God of medicine, v. 55 
—— 5 goodneſs exemplified, i. 27-28—condeſcenfion, 83 
——, how to be honored, i. 263 — his addreſs to the 
underſtanding of Iſrael, iii. 231—his appearance to them, 
232 his method of making himſelf known in a pe- 
culiar manner to his creatures, iv. 34. 4 his protection 
and care of his people, 391—his reluctancy to proceed 
in judgment againſt his enemies, 398. wo- his concern 
over all his creatures, 401 | 
Gods of Laban ſtolen away, zz. 184 
Gold, not the ſettled price of natural productions, zz. 145 
- an opiate, ul, 423 
- 10.92 
Golden calf, iv. 254 
——— candleſtick in the temple, iv. 184 
Good and evil, the portion of all men, 1. 322 
Goodneſs defined, 1. 87 
Goſhen, i. 34 (or Ramaſes] iii. 227 
Goſpel, z. 194 
—— It's univerſality in the ſacred writings, v. 324 
Government of the 1 nation eſtabliſned by covenant, 
111. 442 
— — and polity of the ewiſh nation, iv. 171 
— of Moſes a ſecond*time diſturbed, iv. 307 
Grace, 11. 270 
of God, the ſaving knowledge of it, not to be put in 
competition with human acquiſitions, v. 205 
Graceleſs connection, i. 156 
Gracious communication, i. 363 
CGrammatical obſervations, 7. 22 
Grandiather, his baſe delight, zz. 179 
Grandchildren, zz. 235. 376 
Grapes, the qualities and power of them, z. 176 
Grave, z. 420-421 11. 12 
Grecian prince, his prayer to ove, i. 301. 30 
Greece and Rome, Pr cu iii. 28 3 hs 
yoke. & ancient, iii. 382 
Guards of Pharaoh ſtruck dead, iii. 9g 
Guide to ſacred hiſtory, 7. 22 
Guilt, the conſciouſneſs of it makes every thing a puniſh- 


ment, 11. 320 


Gulph, 7.154 
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H. HABITS, 
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H. 


ABITS, bad, to be avoided, i7. ro4——7v. 441 
Hagar, i. 324—an object of pity, 327—flies from her 

unkind miſtreſs, 328—an angel appears to her, 329—ſhe 
calls the angel Jehovah, 33o—her mind calmed, 333 
—is delivered of a ſon, 334—mocks Sarai at the birth 
of Iſaac, and is baniſhed, 374—forms a marriage for her 
ſon, 376 

Hai, z. 223. 226 

Hall, [biſhop] his ingenious remarks, ii. 38 

Ham's indecency puniſhed, z. 177 

Ham, tents of, 111. 187 | 

Haman, z, 307 

Hamor, ii. 224 

Hand of Moſes ſtruck with a leproſy, #77. 77 

Hands of Moſes held up on the Mount, z::. 388. 389 

— — a ſtone placed under them, z:z. 393 

Harnefſſed, the term explained] 77. 228 

Harp, z. 140 

Haſty judgment cenſured, z. 350 

Heber, z. 427 | | 

Hebrew architecture, learned men's opinion thereon, 7zv. 
177 

Hebron, i, 421——:. 234. 253. 264. 346 

Heliopolis, ii. 269 

Herbs, bitter, iii. 169. 202 

Hero and hiſtorian compared, i. 12 

Herodotus, v. 59 

Heroes, ii. 357. 359 

Heroiſm and magnanimity, 241. 247 

Heſbon, iv. 397 

Heſiod, i. 416 

Hieroglyphics, zv. 68 

High prieſt, w. 273. 277 

Hiſtoric page, a true witneſs, z. 3 

Hiſtory, the purpoſe of it, z. 6 

of particular perſons, i. g 

materials of it, i. 10 | 

modern, z. 13 | 

of Adam, improvement of it, . 41. 43 | 

of Abraham, not to he viewed in detached parts, 
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394 INDEX. 
Hiſtory of a man gf peace, ii. 26 


of Iſaac, particulars of it, ii. 27 

of Moſes, divided into three periods, iti. 36 

of the world, written by Moſes, at what period 

and place, iii. 50 

——— — — the beſt interpreter of cuſtoms and manners, iii. 
156 


of Moſes reviewed, zi. 408 

Hiſtorians, ſacred, under divine direction, i. 15 

Hiſtorical connection between Adam and Abram, z. 214 

Hittite family, 1. 417 

Hog, a Roman ſacrifice, i. 303 | 

Holland, extraordinary flood there in the year 1762, 141. 
277 | | 

Homer, 7. 292. 300. 350—his deſcription of ſacrifice, i. 304 
— 11, 102. 303———7v. 347 : 

Honeſty, i 244 , 

Hope, i. 75. 198. 415—. 27 

Hor Mount, v. 315 

Horace, ii. 358 

Horeb, iii. 51. 65. 68. 355. 388 

Hornius, v. 282 

Horns of the altar, i. 199 

Horſe, an explanation of it, i. 415 

Hoſpitality, i. 342. 352 

Hottentots, iv. 59 

Houſe of Jacob in flames, ii. 358 

Human endeavours neceſſary, 1. 77 

—— life, importance of it, /. 16 

race, the father and founder of it, i. 24 

imbecilities exemplified in Iſaac, zz. 122—likewiſe 

in Jacob, 127 

Humility, z. 126 | 

of Moſes cenſured, 7:7. 71 | 

Hur, ſuppoſed to be the ſon of Caleb, and huſband of Mi- 
riam, appears to be the father of Uri and grandfather of 


Bezaleel the artiſt, zz/. 387 —aſſiſted in devotion at Mount 
Horeb, 388 iv. 240 | | 


Huſbandry, z. 175 
Hyſſop, iii. 192 


I. 
CE, iii. 254 F 
Identity of perſonsin Melchizedec and Chriſt, i. 273. by 5 
ies Idol 


INDEX. 


Idol of the molten calf, i. 71. 74 
Idolators reproved, iii. 177 
Idolatry, 7. 218 ii. 229 
prevented, iv. 130 


iv. 60 


— — — of the IIraelites, reflections on it, i. 80-85— 


. 153 
Idols, z. 218 


Idumea, 7:7. 380 


Ignorance of the Sadducees expoſed, iti. 14 


Illicit deſires ruinous, 271. 142 
IIluſtrious exile, 7. 220 
Image divine, 7. 57 


Immoderate defires cautioned againſt, zz. 223 


Immortality of Abel, zz. 7 
of Enoch, ii. 8 
rejected, iii. 4. 7 


14. 1 
of Abram, zz. 17.18 


395 


implied in our Lord's reply to the Sadducees, ili. 


— believed in by Cyrus, who reaſons on the ſub- 


ject, iii. 24 


— maintained by Cato in his. addreſs to Scipio, and 


and Lzlius, iii. 26. 27 


iv. 281 

Important æra, i. 28 
Imprecation, i. 300. 303 
Imprudence of Joſeph, 21. 440 
Imputation againſt Moſes, 21. 244 
Incantations, iv. 347. 424 


Incenſe of the altar compared to prayer, iv. 198 


Inceit of Reuben, 11. 233 
Inchantments, zz. 119 


Incident extraordinary befel Moſes, ii. 92. 93 


Indemnity, i. 218 

Independence, 2:7. 126 
Independency, f. 26 

Induſtry recommended, z. 176 , 
Infidelity, ii. 70 iii. 114. 117. 268 
Infirmities, i. 133 ii. 70 
Ingenious men, their opinion, i. 147 
Ingratitude, 11. 286 

Inſenſibility, iv. 145 

Inſtitutions, ſacred, 277. 18 


Interceſſion of Abraham for his neighbours, 1. 35 


— 


it's ſoothing qualities, zz. 31 


7. 365. 367 
Interceſſion 
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396 INDEX. 


Interceſſion of Moſes for the idolatrous Iſraelites, iv. 97 
critical obſervations thereon, g8—the paſſage de- 
fended, explained, and illuſtrated, 99. 106 

Interceſſory addreſs of Moſes, a maſter-piece of eloquence, 
i. 76 

Intercourſe between Abraham and his family, 7. 422 
— with heaven transforms men into the image of 
God, wv. 165. 166 

Interpoſition, ſuperflatural, i. 165 ; 

— of heaven and the exertions of men blended, 
111. 221 

Interpreters, their opinion on Moſes' rod being turned 
ee e. 111. 113 

eventy, 111. 213 

Interview between Jacob and Eſau, ii. 208 

Introduction of Aaron into public character, v. 228 

Invaſions of Egypt and Satan's kingdom compared, 111. 153 

Invention of the fine arts, z. 108. 140 

Iſaac, the meaning of the name, z. $3475—born, 372—be- 
gins to ſuffer perſecution, 374 

— his life blended with the life of his father, 7:. 26—his 
ſon's age when Abraham died, i5.—great trial of his faith, 
27—particulars of his hiſtory, :#.—h1s mother's partiality 
accounted for, ,, 29—remark on his facrafice, ib. —his 
marriage, 30—ſorrow for his mother, 16. -devotion, 
a characteriſtic of him, 34. 42—his ſituation when firſt 
diſcovered by Rebecca, 34—analogy between him and 
Chriſt, 40—his private character conſidered, 42—linea- 
ment of his character, 48—the neceſſity of his exerting 
himſelf, 51—forms alliances with powerful neighbours, 
aud preſides in the offices of religion, 52—his partiality 
for his eldeſt ſon, 53—the reaſon aſſigned for it, criticiſed 
and cenſured, 54—removes into Gerar, a city of Paleſ- 
tine, 57—follows the example of his father, in calling his 
wife his ſiſter, 60—under the protection of Abimelech, 
obtains a ſettlement in the land, 62—grows rich, and 
is envied by the Philiſtines, who fill up his wells, 64— 
diſmiſſed - 45 Abimelech, 65—pitches his tent in the 
valley of Gerar, i4.—revives the names of his wells, 66 
—harrafſed much by the Philiſtines, 6. removes farther 
from Abimelech, and retires to Beerſheba, where he 
builds an altar, 67—Abimelech condeſcends to viſit 
him, 68—the king returns and leaves Ifaac to his re- 
tirement, 69—a calm of 18 years enſued, 15.—his do- 
meſtic tranquillity again diſturbed by Eſau, introducing 

two o 


© 


INDEX. 397 


two idolatrous wives into his family, 50—his mind 

. wounded by his ſon's ingratitude, 71—becomes blind, 
72—refleftions on his hiſtory, 78—becomes ſenſible of 
his approaching diſſolution and deſirous of conferring 
the patriarchal benediction, 79 Jacob, through the 
inſtigation of his mother, endeavours to deceive him, 
84—1s at length overcome, and pronounces the bleſſin 
on Jacob, 85—diſcovers the fraud, 87—but knowing 
it irrevocable, confirms the bleſſing With cheerfulneſs, 
89—warned of Eſau's bad intentions, conſents to part 
with Jacob, 92 —repeats the bleſſing; juſt lives to 
ſee him return with two grandchildren, and after em- 
bracing them, expires, 95 | 

Iſhmael born, i. 334—the father and founder of the Ara- 
bian nation, 335—his envy excited, 373—his brutality 
to Iſaac, i$,—is termed the ſerpent- iſſue, 374—1s baniſhed, 
16. becomes an archer, 375 

Tſhmaelitiſh merchants, 17. 260 

Iſrael's ſtate at coming in and going out of Egypt, iii. 
217.218 

——— their ſituation 40 years after their deliverance 
from Egypt, v. 37 

the conſtitution of their government, v. 10 

Iſraelites informed of the fatal blow deſtined to the Egyp- 
tians, 111. 64 inſtructed to hold themſelves in readineſs, 
1b. — they prepare for the paſſover, 166 —ſpoil the Egyp- 
tians by borrowing their jewels and raiment, 211. 212 
—are delivered from the bondage of the Egyptians ac- 
cording to the preciſe time that was predicted, 156.— 
reaſons aſſigned for their 40 years journey from Egypt 
to Canaan, 228. 229—arms of war provided them, 26. 
—they murmur againſt Moſes, 244. 245—are compaſſed 
with danger, 250—paſs through the Red Sez, 255— 
the breadth of the paſſage conſidered, 258 - practical 
obſervations thereon, 258-261—three objects propoſed 
in their paſſing the Red Sea, 266, viz. firſt, a vindi- 
cation of the kiftory from objections made againſt it, 
266-280—ſecondly, a few criticiſms on the hymn they 
ſung on the occaſion, 280-288—and thirdly, a tew re- 
marks on the ſacred poeſy itſelf, 288-294q—they advance 
three days march in the wilderneſs, 300—murmur 
againſt Moſes, 302—taſte the bitter waters of Marah, 
i6.—which, by a tree being thrown in, become ſweet, 
zoz they journey from thence to Elim, 308. 309— 
| | | recapitulation 
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recapitulation of the different epochas of antient hiſ- 
tory to this time, 314-315—manna ſent them from 
heaven, 328—practical obſervations on it, 329-339— 
they again chide Moſes for the want of water, 352— 


water iſſues from the rock at Horeb for their relief, 


353z—remarks on the ſame, 359 et ſeq.—are oppoſed by 
Amaleck in Rephidim, 378—which is the firſt battle 
the Iſraelites are called to fight, 389—the conteſt con- 
tinues and they prevail, 394. 395—the victory com- 
pleted, they build an altar to commemorate it, 396 


Iſraelites, their proneneſs to idolatry unaccountable, v. 


69—their impatience and preſumption, 62—they aſ- 
ſemble themſelves to Aaron, during the abſence of 
Moſes on the mount, and require him to make them 
ſtrange gods, 64—which, on the deſcent of Moſes, are 
daſhed to pieces, pounded into duſt, and being mixed 
with water, is given them to drink, 92. 93—God's 
judgments upon them, 96—their whole camp diſmayed, 
108—the tabernacle is raiſed on the firſt anniverſary of 
their deliverance” from Egyptian bondage, 171—melan- 
choly view of their degeneracy during their 40 years 
journey through the wilderneſs, 333 they requeſt Sihon 
the king of the Amorites to pals through his territories, 
which he refuſes, 334—and in his attack on them in the 
wilderneſs, falls by the edge of the fword, 335—Og, 
king of Baſhan, ſhares the ſame fate, 10. pitch their tents. 
on the plains of Moab, as they advance towards Jordan, 26. 


— „the numbering them by Moſes and Eleazar, v. 


61—the political economy of their prieſthood, 106 — 
God's judgments denounced againſt them, 193. 194— 
their different tribes attending on Moſes to receive his 
laſt benediction and the allotments he had ſeverally 
aſſigned them, 207 his particular addreſs begins with 
Reuben, 212—to Simeon 212-214—to Judah, 214-217— 
to Levi, 217-229—to Benjamin, 237-242—to Joſeph, 
242-250—to Lebulun and Iſſachar, 250-252—to Gad, 
253-255—their camp (Iſrael's) it's ſituation when Moſes 
was about to take his final leave of them, 209 


Iſſachar, the Chaldean paraphraſe on the bleſſing pro- 


nounced on him by Moſes, v. 251 


J. JACOB. 


INDEX, 399 


J. 


TACOB, chaſtized for taking advantage of his brother, 

ii 56—is diſguiſed, at the inſtigation of his mother, 
and falſely aſſerts himſelf to be Eſau, 84—at laſt obtains 
the blefling, 85—kindles an unquenchable ſpark of 
diſcord in his brother's breaſt, 89—ſubmits to volun- 
tary baniſhment to avoid his fury, g1—returns to his 
father, whom he embraces, 93z—and by his death, be- 
comeꝭ, better reconciled to his brother, 94—his name 
impoſed by a flight incident, 100—betakes himſelf to 
domeſtic life, 101—firſt action of him very unfavour- 
able, 102—the chief object of his deſires, 104—is 
diſturbed at taking a review of his defraud, i4.—reaſons 
aſſigned for it, 106—his offence extenuated, 107— 
ropibng for his being ſo ſlenderly provided for when he 
fled from his brother to Fadan-Aram, 123—it's diſtance 
calculated, :4,—his uneaſy reflections, 126—he wanders 
about, not knowing where to lay his head, 127—makes 
a pillow of ſtones, ig. —viſited in his ſleep by a band of 
angels, 128—has a remarkable dream, 129—not merely 
a ſymbolical repreſentation of the plans of Providence, 
131—God, in the viſion, renews his covenant, and 
promiſes him protection, 133—his reflections on the 
dream, 135 ertcts a monument on the ſpot, ib. — arrives 
at the land of the Eaſt, 138 - compared with Chriſt, 140. 
141 — his converſation with the ſhepherds of Haran, 146— 
enquires after Laban and his family, at which inſtant Ra- 
chel appears, 156.—ſalutes her, 147—avows his paſſion for 
Rachel to his uncle, and recounts the ſtory of bis coming 
thither, 149—offers his uncle ſeven years ſervitude to ob- 
tain Rachel in marriage, r50—havang fulfilled this cove- 
nant with Laban, makes a demand of his wife, 153—Laban 
faſtens Leah upon him, in diſguiſe, for Rachel, 5%. —re- 
proves his uncle for his treachery, 15 5—and makes a frefli 
declaration of his paſſion for Rachel, 157—agrees to ſerve 
another ſeven years for her, %. —and is at length married, 
158—his family begins to be embittered with jealouſy, 


159— Leah bears children to him, Rachel none, 159 . 


160—1s angry at Kachel's peeviſhneſs and impiety, 161 
his ſervitude being ended, (about which time Joſeph 
was born) applies to Laban tor a diſmiſſion, 17 1-—ob- 
tains 
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tains a part of the flock, and his ſtratagem on the occa- 
ſion, 172—nature and effects of the device farther con- 
fidered, 174—is very ſucceſsful, 175—propoſes to return 
to his parents, 177—a dialogue between him and his 
wives on the occaſion, 16.—at laſt reſolves, with all his 
family, flock and retinue, to leave his uncle's houſe, 
181—is purſued by Laban, 183—and overtaken at 
mount Gilead, 184 is reproached for leaving him, and 
charged with ſtealing his gods, 186—makes his defence, 
187. 188. 196. 197 — ſhort recapitulation of what has 
been recited, 188 - compared with Laban, 196. 197— 
is met by three angels, zoo—different opinions con- 
cerning them, 200-201—prepares. to meet his brother 
with great wiſdom, 202-204—myſterious events of his 
wreſtling with a perſon unknown, 204—the practical 
meaning thereof explained, 205. 206 —has a joint in 
his thigh diſlocated, 206—his name changed, 207— 
meets his brother Eſau, 208—reflefttons on the ſame, 
209—parts from his brother, and purſues his journey to 
Canaan, 210—arrives at the ford of Succoth, and from 
thence to Shechem, the city of Hamor, 211 
erects an altar there, and dedicates it to the God of 
Iſrael, 212—periodical calculation of this event, ib.—; 
analogy between him and Chriſt, 213. 215—a review 
of his calamities, 219-221—is informed of the diſhonour 
done to Dinah, at Shechem, 224—alarmed at the ap- 
prehenſions of a confederacy, from the ſavage revenge 
of his ſons, removes from Shechem to Bethel, 228— 
from thence purſues his journey to his father's, [and 
in the way Benjamin is born, and Rachel dies] 230— 
his feelings deſcribed on the occaſion, 231—reaſons 
aſſigned for his calling his child's name Benjamin, 232 


—erects a monument to Rachel's memory, i#.—arrives ' 


at his father's houſe at Hebron, after 20 years abſence, 
234—review of his paſt ſufferings, 235. 336—general 
reflections from his hiſtory, 239-242—his extreme love 
for Joſeph, 248—dreſles him in a coat of many colours, 
249—his partiality throws his whole family into dif- 
order, :6,—his opinion of Joſeph's dreams, 2 52—ſends 
him to Shechem, to enquire after his brethren, 253— 
they return with his coat ſtained in blood, and report 
him to be murdered, 264—during Joſeph's abſence in 
Egypt, a famine breaks out in Canaan, and he 1s in a 
very calamitous predicament, 312—hears there is corn 


in Egypt, and ſends his ſons to buy food, 314—on their 
return, 
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return, with a great retinue, and diſcloſe the myſterious 
buſineſs, inviting him to go to Egypt, 360. 361— 
goes thither, and is met by Joſeph in Goſhen, 365— 
reaſons why Jacob. did not return to his own countr 
when the famine ceaſed, 372—on the approach of his dif. 
ſolution, binds Joſeph by an oath to bury him at Mach- 
pelah, 373—his requeſts, 375—adminiſters his dying 
counſels to his children, 386—his expiring addreſs, begins 
with Reuben, 4387—next, to Simeon and Levi, 388— aſ- 
figns the kingdom to his fourth ſon, 392—prefers —_——— 
to Manaſſeh (the ſons of Joſeph), #.—his prophecy of 
Joſeph, 395. 396—his death, 397—his embalming, 398. 
400—his life characteriſed and reviewed, 402-404—re- 
flections on his hiſtory, and compared with Chriſt, 406- 
409 

James I. king, 271. 424 

Jannes and Jambres, zz. 115 

Jealouſies, z. 324 

Jehovah Niſſi, iii. 396—various opinions on it, 397- 
399 


his gracious interpoſition, iii. 239-240 

— [the name] iii. 90. 99. 100 

Jeopardy, zz. 445 

Jeſhurun, king of, 277. 353 | 

Jethro, the father-in-law of Moſes, iii. 37. [ſee Raguel]— 
his daughters trained up as ſhepherdefſes, 46—one of them 
ſuccoured and delended by Moſes, 46. 47—ſends to invite 
Moſes to his houſe, 48—his diſmiſſion of Moſes compared 
with Laban's to Jacob, go—having received information 
what the Lord had done for Moſes, and where he was, 
takes his grandchildren and carries them to ,him in the 
camp, 409. 410—converſation between him and Moſes, 
414—his emotions on the occaſion, 414. 415—his cha- 

racter as a ſtateſman and politician, 419—propoſes to 

Moſes a ſubdiviſion of his toil, by the appointment of aſ- 
fiſting judges, 420 

Jewel, i. 44 

J. wels, 711. 212 

J-viſh Rabbin, i. 130. 410 

monarchy, z. 296 

and Chriſtian legiſlators, zz. 457 

nation, their boaſt, zz. 264 N 

writers, their opinion on Judah's ſpeech, 27. 337 

on the embalming of Jacob, 4. 400 
— — their delight in Moſes, 11. 450 
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Jewiſh hiſtorian, zz. 438 
— writers, 247. 166 a 
conſtitution, firſt rudiments of, 171. 425 
nation, the government and polity of, iv. 171 
ews, two great ſects of, iii. 5 
ob, book of, ſuppoſed to be written by Moſes, at Midian, 
117. 50 
Jochebed, wife of Amram, and mother of Aaron, Miriam 


and Moſes, 11. 441—her diſtreſs at diſcovering herſelf. 


pregnant, 442—ſhe brings Moſes into the world with- 
out thoſe pains attendant on childbirth, 444—unites with 
Termuthis the daughter of Pharaoh, 450 | 
ohnſon, zz. 268, 290 | 

Join in Jacob's thigh diſlocated, ii. 206 

Jonah, 77.350. 371 | 

Jonathan, the targum of, reſpecting the ſprinkling of the 
paſcal lamb, zz. 192-193 | 

Jordan, plain of, iii. 134 

Joſeph's hiſtory begins, ii. 247—his employment and ſitua- 
tion, z/,—0btains the character of a tale-bearer, 248— 
is dreſſed in a party-coloured coat, 249—his dreams ac- 
counted for, 251—1s ſent to Shechem to ſeek after his 
brethren, and his troubles in the way, 254—falls into the 
hands of butchers, 254. 255—his brethren determine to 
ſlay him, but Reuben ſtrives to ſave his life, 2 57—1s rob- 
bed of his coat and caſt into a pit, 258—taken out, and 
ſold to the Iſhmaelitiſh nate? cet 261—1s landed in 
Egypt, and transferred to Potiphar, a captain in Pharaoh's 
guard, 265—type of Chriſt, 272—his condition and diſ- 
poſition deſcribed, 274. 275—is tempted by his miſtreſs, 
276. 277 his reſiſtance, 277—is falſely accuſed to Poti- 
phar, 278—caſt into priſon, i#.—becomes an interpreter 
of dreams, 284—his pathetic application to the butler, 
285—is ſent for by Pharaoh to interpret his dream, 290 
— his advancement to honour, 292—refietions on his 
hiſtory, 292-296—is made lord of al Egypt, 301—i1s mar- 
ried to a princeſs, 302—receives a name on his promo- 
tion, by Pharaoh, 303—three particulars relating to him, 
16.—is bleſt with two ſons, 305—conducts the affairs of 
the empire as miniſter of ſtate, 307—his brethren come 
to buy corn, 315—his affected ſternneſs to them, 317— 
commits Simeon to priſon as an hoſtage for Benjamin's 
appearance, 319—refleftions on the preceding part of his 
hiſtory, 321-325—his brethren (with Benjamin) A 

their 


a 
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their preſents for him, 333 his emotions on the ſight of 
Benjamin, 16.—he entertains them at three tables, and his 
behaviour on the occaſion, 334. 335 —releaſes Simeon, and 
ſends them all back laden with corn, &c. to their father, 
336 his ſtratagems, 16.— makes himſelf known to his 
brethren, 345 —appoints the land of Goſhen for his father's 
reſidence, 347—the preceding ſubje& illuſtrated and ap- 
plied by ſeveral texts of ſcripture, 351-354—once more 
diſmiſſes his brethren to their father, with every accom- 
modation for his removal, 357—his diſtinguiſhing favour 
to Benjamin, 358—ſends for his father, 360. 361—at 
the news of his arrival, prepares his chariots to meet 
him, 365—his ſalutation, 366—his political ſyſtem of 
eſtabliſhing deſpotiſm cenſured, 369. 370—receives an 
account of his father's ſickneſs, and repairs, with his 
two ſons, to viſit him, 374—compared with Chriſt and 
his church, 377-381—his ſon Ephraim preferred by his 
father, 392—and his own allotment pronounced by him, 
395. 396—after his father's death, takes upon him the 
executorſhip of the truſt committed to him, 398—orders 
his . father's body to be embalmed, zb.—requeſts the 
King's leave to go to Canaan to bury his father, 400— 
romiſes to cheriſh his brethren, 416—his age at his 
ther's death, 418—lives to ſee his poſterity to the 
fourth generation, 4.—binds them by an oath concern- 
ing his burial, 4 9g—his will, z4.—his death and inter- 
ment, 420—ſummary of his character, 42 1-422—con- 
ſidered as a typical repreſentation of the Meſſiah, 423. 
431—general calculation of the different periods of his 
life, 431-432 
Joſeph, the allotment aſſigned him by Moſes much admired 
7 by the Jews, v. 249 
oſephus, i. 394. 39 
, bis. * 1 improbable, ii. 57. 58—his ac- 
count of Dinah's curiofi'y 2nd miſconduct, 223 —-con- 
cerning the birth of Moſes and his refuſing to fuck the 
Egyptian nurſes, 454 
his objections to the miracle of the Red Sea paſ- 
ſage, zi. 276 
and Philo, zz. 36 
their account of the tabernacle, iw. 182 
and Balaam compared, v. 345 
Joſhua an eye witneſs to the miraculous paſſage of the Red 
Sea, iii. 271 
Vol. V. D d Joſhua 
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Joſhua (the ſon of Nun) trained up from his youth to the 
ſervice of Moſes, iv. 118. 119—concerning the heathen 
nations loſing their titular deities, 347 

his extraordinary gifts, v. 7 2—his ordination, 74— 
Juſter's criticiſms on it, 76 

Journey of Jacob to Padan- Aram, ii. 124—it's diſtance com- 
puted, 125 hey: 

of the Iſraelites from Egypt to Canaan, it's diſtance 
and difficulty, 257. 228 

Jubal's daughter, z. 140 

Jubilee year, zz. 438 | 

Judah, 77. 236—begins to relent, 260—his ſpeech on the 
detention of Benjamin on a charge of theft, 338 —raiſed 
to a ſupremacy over his brethren, 339—becomes father 
of kings, and progenitor of Shiloh, 391—the kingdom 
aſſigned him by his father, 392—important prediction 
relative to him, 393 

Jude, a critical quotation concerning the body of Moſes, v. 
283-28 

Judges, thee appointment, ii. 420—their requiſition, 421- 
423—an example of bad ones in our own country, 424 

udgment day, v. 20—human and divine co mpared, 22. 24 

Tudgments of God on Pharaoh's cruelty, zz. 159 

upon the idolatrous Iſraelites, iv. 96 

inflicted on Miriam, tor deviſing evil againſt 
Moſes, iv. 297 

Judith. 7. 369 

Jupiter, fabulous, 2. 179 

Juſtice, i. 40 

of God demonſtrated, 7. 117 

iv. 94 


— 


K. 


5 ADESH and Shur, 7. 369 — f. 57 
Keturah, her ſons, zz. 50 

King, the third of Rome, z. 304 

of Sodom, i. 306 

of Gerar, i. 377 

Kirjath-huzoth, i. 417 

Kohath, iv. 237 

Korah ſwallowed up, iv. 308 

Knowledge, i. 1. 


L. LABAN, 
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L. 


ABAN, hiſtorical account of his relationſhip to 
Jacob, ii. 109-111—his craftineis, 149—teigns an ex- 
cuſe to Jacob, and impoſes Leah, in d!{zuiie, upon 
him, 153—makes a freſh demand tor the F of 
Jacob's ſervice, 157—conſents to let Jacob ſhare in the 
profits of his labour, 172—is outwitted by Jacob's ſtra- 
tagem, 173—the device ſucceeds in Jacob's favour, 175 
—endeavours again to defraud him, 178—purſues his 
ſon-in-law, 183—and overtakes him on Mount Gilead, 
184—his gods ſtolen by his daughter Rachel, i4.—re- 
proaches Jacob for leaving him, 185—returns to Haran 
199—h1is avarice reviewed, 233 
Labour, the allotment of Providence, 77. 46 
Ladder, zi. 129. 130 
Lahairoi, 47. 113 
Lamb, for the paſſover, zz. 166 
Lamech, 7. 108. 139 
Lamentation of Iſaac and Iſhmael on the death of their 
father, i. 423 
Land of Promiſe, 21. 420 
Landſcape, 7. 7 
Law from Sinai, 111. 426. 434 


——, the nature and manner of it compared with the gol- 


pel, 111. 464. 465 

—— and goſpel, the deſign of them, ii. 479 

— different manner of their being promulged 

to the world, 111. 485. 486 

given from Mount Sinai, i. 46 

ſeverity of it neceſſary in a new inſtitution, iv. 293 

—— a copy of it tranſcribed by Moſes, and delivered to 
the Levites to be preſerved, v. 186 

Lawgiver and judge | Moſes] iz. 37 

Laws and tribunals, why appointed, 2:7. 425 

the neceſlity of them, 2:7. 435 

Laying on of hands, . 73. 74 

Leah bears Jacob ſix ſons and a daughter, 77. 174 

Learned men, their opinion on Hebrew architecture, 2. 
177 | | 

Learning and great talents honorable, v. 205 

Leaven of the Jews, 111. 169 

Ddz Leavened 
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Leavened bread ſearched for and deſtroyed at the time of 
the paſſover, ii. 170 

Legiſlators, two, their characters and office, iii. 406-475 

Leproſy, the hand of Mofes ſuddenly affected by it, ili. 
77 


iii. 241 

Levi, his offence expiated in his own perſon, 11. 389— 
gives birth to a race 1 390—v. 237 

Levitical body, ſignified and implied in the perſons of 
Aaron and his two ſons, Nadab and Abihu, who were 
ſummoned on the top of Mount Sinai, to attend the di- 
rections for the public ratification of the new covenant, 


VU. 
Lewdnck and debauchery, a ſcene of, zz, 72. 73 
Liberty exchanged for food, zz. 311 
Lice, 111. 151 
Life of man began to decreaſe, i. 179 
[{:ac._ divided into three periods, zz. 78 
calamitous of Jacob, reviewed, zz, 219-221 
Liturgy of the church of England, remark on it, v. 292 
Lives of Jacob and Joſeph compared, 11. 418 
Livy, 11. 277 ; 
Locuſts in Egypt, how effected, according to the contempti- 
e Opinion of Spinoſa, zi. 273 
Longevity, 2. 215 
n 111. 75 
Lord's day, iii. 332. 333 
Lot, 7. 220. 238. 240. 254—reſtored to liberty, 260 - com- 
manded to eſcape deſtruction, 369 
— of Moſes interwoven with his people, 77, 246. 247 
Love of money, iv. 328. 333 : 
Lower Egypt, 17. 347 
Luz, plain of, ii. 34 


M. 


FACEDONTAN paſſage through the Red Sea to Pam- 
philia, zzz. 276 
Machpelah, cave of, i. 413. 421 


Fra 6% — where Abraham and Sarah were buried, 
11. 232 


— Jacob's deſire likewiſe to be depoſited 
there after his deceale, ii. 373 


Mag! 
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Magi of the Egyptians concerned in the preſervation of 
Moſes, i. 455 

Magicians, ii. 128 

Magnanimity defined, z. 147-148 

— of Moſes, in defending and protecting the 
daughters of Jethro at the well of Midian, 77. 47-48 

Mahanaim, 7. 201 | 

Mahomet and Jewiſh Rabbins, their abſurd fictions con- 
cerning God's diſpoſal of Enoch, rejected, f. 130 

Male children put to death, 21. 441 

Mammon, temple of, . 81 

Mamre, plains of, i. | 

— the time of Abraham's dwelling there, 
and the cauſe of his removal, i. 369 

Man, his portion in this life, . 322 

—— what God as done for him, 7i:. 62-63 

Manna, practical obſervations on it, zz. 328. 329 

Manaer of God's appearance to Abram not to be enquired 
into, 1. 222 

Manſlayer, nature of his criminality Rated, and a place 
of refuge appointed, v. 108 

emphatically repreſents the human heart, and 

depicts the ſufferings of a troubled conſcience, v. 114. 115 

their cities of refuge and the goſpel compared, 


v. 119 
Mark of Cain, i. 100 © 
Marah, waters of, 7:i 298. 301 
. — made ſweet, 7:7. 303 
— emblematical of the croſs, 777. 304. 
— it's moral import clear, ii. 305 
Marriage forbidden, a ſeduction of Satan, i. 120 
of Aaron, 1. 237 
—— of Iſaac, 21. 30 
inauſpicious, of Eſau, 21. 80 
—— portion, 7. 150 
— of Joſeph, iz. 302 
„things unfavourable to it, 15. 441 
diſcouraged, 117. 219 
Marriages mixed, 2:2. 220 
Married ſtate, 21. 34 
Maſſah and Meribah, zz. 355 
Mataxat, the patriarch of the Maronites, v. 281 
Materials of the altar, iv. 200 


Meditation, 14. 293 
Dd 3 Meeting 
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Meeting of Joſeph and his brethren, zz. 255 
of Moſes and Aaron in the wilderneſs, 26. 95 
between Balak and Balaam, iv. 408. 40 


9 
* Melchizedec, i. 250. 260—his dignity and reſpectability 


united, 263—his lot the lot of every Chriſtian, 204— 
gives the patriarch bread and wine, 2&3—his offering 
with Abram's compared, 26;7—a type of Chritt, 270— 
his latter end concealed, 75.—various opinions concern- 
ing him, 272—ſome characteriſtics of him not wholly 
applicable to any creature, . —identity of perſons in 
him and the Meſſiah ſuppoſed, 273z—his name, title, 
and actions, applied to Chriſt, 276—receives tithes 
of Abram, 281 

- —— his nature and perſon indeſcribable, zz. 19 

Mc<caoirs, authentic, of Moſes, 71. 36 

Memorial of the covenant between Abraham and the king 
of tlie Philiſtines, 27. 66 - 

of the corenant, preſerved in the ark, iv. 217 

Memphis, a chief city in Egypt, 7. 269 

Memphites attribute the nuracle of the Red Sea paſſage to 
a natural cauſe, 7:7. 70 

Men incompetent judges of the divine conduct, z. 390 

Mene:.us and Paris, i. 300 

Meſopotamia, z. 418 ii. 1 

Mciſoge trom Jacob to Efau, 11. 203 

— Batak to Palaam, iv. 367 

IIefiab- s day diicovercd by Abram, 1. 268 

Methuſelal,, 7. 119. i 67 

Midian, + vt, preferred by Moſes to the ſplendor of 
Egypt, 71. 34 

—— It's ſituation, and the extraordinary provi- 

dene that induced Moſes to ſtop there, iii. 45 

— — is forſaken of Moſes and his family, who 
proceed to Loypt, 77. 91-92 

is di { amfited, and Balaam flain, ww 460 

Midianites, their character, and judgment, v. 89. 

an extraordinary fact related of them after 
their conqueſt, v. 94 

Midnight cry, iii. 203 


Miſton 1 quoted upon the love of God, iv. 430. 431 


— 345 346 
Mini aiſdors, ſupport of, i. 267 

a a flaming fire, 7. 132 
inſtalment of, v. 74 
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Miracles, 271. 57-87 

(four) by which Moſes fignalized his entrance 
into Egypt, iii. 95-99 

—=— of Dæmons, enquiry concerning them, 1. 
117-123 


fictitious, 25. 

of Motes and Chriſt compared, 111. 473 

concerning Balaam, iv. 405 

Miraculous protection of Sarah, i. 371 | 

Miriam, the daughter of Amram and Jochebed, and ſiſter 
of Moſes and Aaron, her ſex the protection from the 
bloody edit, ii. 441—-ſent by her mother to watch the 
event of the infant Moſes after being caſt upon the water, 
448. 454-455 

—— accounted a propheteſs, and joins with Moſes, 
her brother, on the ſhores of the Red Sea, in ſinging 
praiſes to God for his deliverance, 141. 299 is ſuppoſed 
to be married to Hur, 387 

in conjunction with her brother Aaron, ſtrives to 
diſturb the government of Moſes, iv. 294—becomes 
leprous, 297. 300 - ſome apology for her conduct, 314 

Miſchna Thora, v. 152 | 

Miter, 11. 51 

his conſcience flexible, zz, 156 

Mitre of Aaron, iv. 259 

Moab, plains of, where the Iſraelites pitched their tents 
as they advanced towards Jordan, iv. 334 

joins Midian in a confederacy againft Iſrael, i». 
349- 450 

Mo: king, z. 177 

Modern hiſtory, i. 13 

entertainments deſcribed, i. 352 

Modeſty, i. 177 

Molten calf broken to pieces, the duſt thereof mingled 
with water, and given to the worſhippers, iv. 92 

Money, the firſt we read of, i. 414 

— the love of it, iv. 328. 333 

Monument erected to Rachel's memory, 11. 232 

Moon, zi. 252. 479 

Moral inſtruction neceſſary, z. 36 

Morality, i. 2 

Mordecai, i. 308 

his promotion the obſtacls of Haman's hap- 

pineſs, iii. 301 


Morek, i. 223 


D d + Moriah, 
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Moriah, i. 387.394 

Mortality, z. 20 | 

Moſes the firſt hiſtorian,” i. 55—a charge againſt him, 
102 


circumſtances of his birth, zz. 442—a prediction of 
one of the Egyptian ſeers relative to him, 442. 443— 
is diſtinguiſhed for peculiar ſize and beauty, 445- 
447—concurring circumſtances tend to his preſervation, 
449. 451—comparative view of his ſafety, 452—re- 
fuſes to ſuck the Egyptian nurſes, with other particu- 
lars, related by Joſephus, 454—finds ſhelter in the 
houſe of Pharaoh, 455—his name ſignificant of his de- 
liverance, 456—his demeanor, eloquence, and courage, 
 457—parallel between the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Legiſ- 
lators, 459-401 
held in pretended eſteem by the Sadducees, zi. 8— 
his age when he reſigned the proffers of the Egyptian 
court, 35—his attainments in human ſcience not to be 
compared with his faith and public ſpirit, 36—Philo, Jo- 
ſephus, &c. attempt to account for the earlier parts of his 
life, :6.—his hiſtory divided into three periods of 40 years 
each, viz. firſt a ſtudent in the ſchools of the Egyptian 
Magi, a Poet, Orator, Stateſman and General in Pharaoh's 
court; 2dly. a ſhephe1d and private citizen; and zdly. be- 
coming a favigur' of his nation, a leader, lawgiver, and 
judge 1n Iſrael, 37. 38—his principle commended, 39— 
his faith exemplified, z4.—a few general reflections from 
the preceding traits of his character, 40-42—his compaſſion 
for his oppreſſed brethren, 42—kills an Egyptian, 43— 
reaſons with two contending Hebrews, 44—their retort 
hurries him from Egypt to Petrea in Arabia, but ſtops 
at Midian, 45—his hiſtory blended with Jethro, or 
Raguel; 46—ſits down at a well at Midian, where. he 
ſuccours and defends Je:hro's daughters, 47—wha 
return and inform their father of the adventure, 
when Jethro ſends to invite him to his houſe, 48— 
the place where he is ſuppoſed ta write the hiſtory of the 
world down to his own times, as well as the book of 
Job, 5o—derives his wiſdom not from the ſchools 
of the Magi, but from God, 51—becomes a father in 
Midian, in his Soth year, :4.—called to be a king in 
Jeſhurun, a ſcourge to Egypt, and a deliverer of lrael, 
53—analogy between him and Chriſt, 54-56—his 
tame and uſefulneſs commences, 60—1s- viſited with an 
| 88 J | unaccountable 
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unaccountable appearance of a buſh on fire, 61—his 


curioſity excited, 63—ſucceeded with terror, 16. — 


inſtantly comprehends who talked with him in the buſh, 
64—converſes with God, 66 (Jehovah's declaration 
of himſelf, 69) his reaſon why he ſhould not accept the 
commiſſion, 71—urges another difficulty, 72 ( ſehovah's 
incommunicable name paraphraſed, 74) Moſes quoted 
by Longinus, 75—freſh aſſurances of God's ſuccour 
made to him, i4.—ſtaggers at the promiſe through un- 
belief, 76—miracles wrought to convince him, and 
injunction to perform them before all Ifrael, 77 — 
again refuſes to accept the commiſſion, 79—and the 
anger of the Lord kindled thereat, 5. —his brother 
Aaron appointed to take part of the commiſſion with 
him, 80—they ſet off, from the deſarts of Arabia, on 
their embaſſy, to Pharaoh's court, 89— Moſes is permit- 
ted to return to his father-in-law, to acquaint him with 
theſe matters, go—leaves Midian, and, with his wife 
and two ſons, proceeds to Egypt, 92—meets with an 
extraordinary incident, owing to his omitting to 
circumciſe his ſons, 92. 93—fome reaſons aſſigned 
for the intricacy of this circumſtance, 93. 94—meets 
his brother Aaron in the wilderneſs, 94. 95—is con- 
vinced of the Lord's faithfulneſs, g6—they. at length, 
advance into the preſence of Pharaoh and deliver their 
meſſage to him, 98—four miracles Moſes wrought at 
his entrance into Egypt 98-99—anecdotes from Jewiſh 
fragments, 99g—his meſſage to Pharaoh treated with 
contempt, and followed with cruelty to the Iſraelites, 
100-102 their reproaches and his commiſeration, 
make him again ſhrink from the taſk, 103—angel of 
the Lord appears to him, 104—is commanded to en- 
courage the Iſraelites, and to repeat his demand to 


Pharaoh, 105—compared with Chriſt, 106-1079— 


Moſes and Aaron again appear in Pharaoh's court, and 
Aaron turns his rod into a ſerpent before him, 113 
—opinions of interpreters on the ſame, 74.—held in 
contempt by Pharaoh, who oppoſes it by his magicians 
turning their rods into ſerpents likewiſe, 115—Aaron's 
ſerpent ſwallows up all the magician's ſerpents, i4.—his 
a the river Nile into blood, 124—next,, to frogs, 
127 —Moſes and Aaron compared to Chriſt, 130-131— 
reflections and practical remarks on the preceding, 135, 
& ſeq.—are threatened with death if they appear again 
before Pharaoh, 158 —the paſſover inſtituted, 183 


— their 
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their charge concerning the Iſraelites, 223—whom 
they lead out of Egypt, 227—take the eaſtward 
courſe to Petrea, 230—Moſes accuſed of a deſign. to 
involve his nation in a dilemma with Pharaoh, in 
the Red Sea, 244—his lot interwoven with his people, 
246-247—is both the agent and hiſtorian of theſe 
events, 248—compared with Grecian and Roman ora- 
tors, 76.—is reduced to ſtreights, and implores the divine 
aſſiſtance, 249—is commanded to bid the people go 
forward, 250—ſtretches out his rod, and the fea is 
dried up, 255—the breadth of the paſſage conſidered, 
258 practical obſervations on the ſame, 258-261— 
the character of Moſes delineated, 264—confidered as 
a bard and poet, ſinging praiſes to the Lord, 265—ob- 
jections againſt the miraculouſneſs of the Red Sea paſſage, 
266-280—criticiſms on the ſacred ſong, 280-258—a 
few remarks on the ſacred poetry, 288-294—the people 
murmur againſt him at Marah, whoſe waters are bit- 
ter, 302—1s commanded to caſt a tree into them, when 
they inſtantly become ſweet, 303—leads the people 
from thence to Elim, 308—ſhort addreſs to Moſes, 347- 
348—is again chid, and complained of by the people 
for the want of water, 352—ſtrikes the rock of Horeb, 
which iſſues water for the Iſraelites, 353—remarks on 
the ſame, 359 & ſeq——is cenſurable in diſobeying 
the word of the Lord by Ariting inſtead of /pcating to 
the rock, &c. 361—criticiſm on the ſame, 363—en- 
treats the Lord for a remiſſion of his ſentence, 368— 
nevertheleſs patiently ſubmits to the divine will, 369 — 
he commands Joſhua to fight againſt Amalek, 384— 
and promiſes to ſtand on the top of the hill with the rod 
of God in his hand, 383-384—ltrael and Amalek al- 
ternately prevail by his hands being lifted up, or dropped 
down, 388-389 —his hands ſupported by a ſtone which 
Aaron and Hur placed under them, 393-394—the vic- 
tory being obtained he builds an altar to commemorate 
it, and gives it a particular name, 395-396—his hiſtory 
looks back to his leaving Egypt, going to his father-in- 
law Jethro, in Midian, and obtaining an alliance in his 
family by marrying his daughter Zipporah, 4o8—Jethro 
hearing of his ſituation takes his daughter (wife of 
Moſes) and his grandchildren, and brings them to the 
camp oi Iſrael to him, 409-410 —-Moſes records the 
names of his two ſons, with an explanation thereof, 
411—his converſation with Jethro, 414—is ſummoned 


by 


by God himielf to the top of Mount Sinai, 430 —hav- 
ing deſcended from the Pyr aclvers his charge to the 
elders, 445—1s informed 0 © 1141's deſign to manifeſt him- 
ſelf to the people. 440—caution given to him concerning 
the people's not touching the mount, 450—his patience 
and obedience to the divine command, 453—mutual re- 
lation between him and Chriſt, 465—the hirth of Moſes, 
and the ſalvation of Iſrael, that was to retult from it, was 
previouſly expected, both by the Egy Ptiaus and his own 
people, 466— the extreme circumſtances ot danger that 
attended both him and Chriſt at tneir birth, juſtify the 
reſemblance between them, 408 the itate of trael and 
the world at their appearance, 46.--points of likeneſs de- 
ducible trom the different offices ch-y performed, 47 1— 
difference of their working miracles. 473 

Moſes ſummoned to appear on Mount Sinai to attend the 
ratification of the new covenant, 7. 35—reduces to 
writing the articles of treaty between God and the peo- 
ple, 37—builds an altar on one fide of the mount for 
the ſacrifices, 38—the form of adjuration in ſuch caſes 
particularly awful and tremendous, 39—1s detained on the 
mount, 45-46—advances, in the midſt ot conſuming fire, 
to the top of the mount, 51-52—during his abſence dele- 
gates the adminiſtration of civil government to Aaron 
and Hur, 61—Aaron having ſwerved from his commilſ- 
ſion by idolatry, 62-63—Moſes engages in a dialogue 
with the Almighty, and intercedes for the people, 74-75 
—a propoſal made to him, 75—his interceſſory addreſs a 
maſter-piece of eloquence, 76— comes down from the 
mount with the two tables in his hand, 78 Hin a fit of rage 
and impatience daſhes them to pieces, go—remarkable 
circumſtance of his taking the duſt of the idols he had de- 
ſtroyed, mingling it with water, and obliging the people 
to drink thereof, 92—the ſubject evangelized, 93—Te- 
proves his brother Aaron for his being acceflary in this 
fin, 26. —God's judgments having lighted on the idolatrous 
Iſraclites, he again intercedes for them, g97—critical ob- 
ſervations thereon, 98-106—1s directed to remove the 
tabernacle from the camp, 109—ſolicits farther mani- 
ſeſtations of the divine perfections, and the extroard1- 
nary reply to his requeſt, 110-11 1—obſervations there- 
on, 112-t14—his character, with that of Joſephus, illuſ- 
trate and embelliſh each other, 110 is directed to make 
preparation for a more important vitit trom the Almighty, 


134. 
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134. 136—takes with him, to the top of the mount, two 
freſh tables of ſtone, and returns with them clothed with 
ſpiritual meaning, 136—his ſituation in this particular 
very awful, :4.—which begins an interview with God that 
laſted forty days, 138—he deſcends from the mount with 
recruited ſtrength, and the tables of the law reſtored, 146 
— being conſcious of his having obtained pardon for the 
people, is aſtoniſhed at their withdrawing from him, 
which he afterwards diſcovered, by the glory that reſted 
on his countenance, 155—puts a veil on his face, 156— 
his different appearances on the mount, 163—and the 
Jewiſh Rabbins account of the unfading laftre of his latter 
years, 164—admonition to Chriſtians to imitate his cha- 
racter, 164 et ſeq.—being finally deſcended from the 
mount, is furniſhed with complete inſtructions for the 
civil government and religious polity of the Jewiſh na- 
tion, 171—rears the tabernacle on the firſt anniverſary of 
the Egyptian deliverance, 172—his natural abilities ex- 
emplified, 2 30—genealogical account of himſelf and bro- 
ther, 237—1s envied by his brother and fifter, 294—his 
government a ſecond time diſturbed, 307—at his pro- 
nouncing God's determined judgments againſt Korah, &c. 
the earth quakes and a plague conſume fourteen thouſand 
ſeven hundred ſouls, 308—receives a ſpecial direction to 
inſcribe the name of prince on the rod of each of the 
tribes of Iſrael, 3 10—apology and prayer for his fiſter 
Miriam, 314—ſentences of death pronounced againſt him, 
316 317 —his oracle fulfilled concerning the oppoſition 

againſt Iſrael, 337 | 
Moſes, after finiſhing the laſt offices of humanity for his 
brother Aaron, has freſh intimation of his own doom, 
wv. 36—is commanded to number the 52 61—remark 
upon it, 62—nearer approaches of his diſſolution, 65— 
his prayer, 67-70—his excellency of ſpirit, 130—his pa- 
triotiſm, 131—his generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs, 132— 
his meditations, 135-141 —his laſt addreſs to the people 
conſidered, 149—foretells the diſſolution of the Jewiſh 
government, 165 the cup ef death mixed with many 
bitter ingredients to him, 174 —comforts himſelf in the 
reflections of his conduct towards the children of Iſrael, 
179-182 — transfers his adminiſtration to Joſhua, 182-183 
—dehvers to the Levites a tranſcript of the law, for the 
ark, and recites to them a ſacred ſong, which he enjoins 
them to commit to memory, 186-187—having * 
is 
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his final ſummons to prepare for death, beſtows on the 
different tribes his benediction, and the ſeveral allotments 


he had deſigned them, 207, & ſeq.—retroſpective view of 


his fin and ſentence, 267. 273—his death, 276—the pre- 
ciſe time and date thereof, 286. 318—a review of him 
exhibited in the New Teſtament, 347, & ſeq. 

Mother in Iſrael, i. 365 

Mourning, general, of the Egyptians, if. 400 

— - habit, not permitted Joſeph to appear before the 
king in, ii. 401 

— - houſe of, iv. 144 

— - of Iſrael for Aaron, v. 323 

Murder, 7. 84-93 

- it's malignity conſidered, v. 107-108 

Muſic, &c. the firſt inventors of it, i. 108 


„ 111 2 
Mutual r 8 7. 98 
Myſteries of the different natures and conſtitutions of the firſt 
and ſecond Adams, i. 59 8 
in Abram's ſacrifice, concerning the covenant 
which God made with him, z. 295 
of God's deſigns [quoted from Dr. Watts] iv. 


105 
Myſterious dream, zz. 131 
Myſtics, an expreſſion quoted from one of them, iv. 105 


N. 


AAMAN, z:. 358 ; 

*'2aſhon. ſiſter to Eliſheba (wife of Aaron) head of 
the S grogative tribe, progenitor of it's long ſucceſſion of 
prin es, and root, according to the fleſh, of the Meſſiah, 


* 
A 
2 - 


Nadab and Al ihu, the two ſons of Aaron, who, with him, 
repreſented ti Levitical body, are ſummoned on Mount 
Sinai, 2. 35. 41—offer ſtrange fire to the Lord, 285- 
288 

Name, ſignificant of character, z. 139 

of Abram changed, i. 345 

of Sarai changed, i. 346 

—— of Jacob changed, . 207 


Name, 
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Name, given to Joſeph, by Pharaoh, . 303 

importance of it, . 304 

ol Vioſes, ſignificant of his deliverance, zz. 456 
Names, explanation of, z. 181 

titles, &c. of Melchizedec, applied to Chriſt, z. 278 


283 


of the two ſons of Moſes, 141. 411 

of God beſpeak his nature, and are inapplicable to 
any other, iv. 137 

Nation of Iſrael increaſed from 70 ſouls to Goo, ooo ii. 

_ 440 

Nature, beauties of it, ;. 7 

— of Adam, typified Chriſt, z. 59 

the order of 1t changed, z. 116 

———- ſhudders at an angry God, 1. 153 

Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, i. 94 1. 3 

Neceſſity of review ing our lives, ii. 193 

Necromancy, 171. 115 

New Carthage, /. 237 

Nile, the river, z. 314 

on which the infant Moſes was caſt in a baſket of 

ruſhes, 11. 447 

it's waters turned into blood, zz. 124 

Nimrod, i. 213 _ 

Nineveh and Babylon, z. 214 

Noah, i. 142-143—his age when his firſt ſon was born, 150 
—his preſervation a type of Chriſt's ſalvation, 159— 
{ent out the raven and dove, 169—came out of the ark, 
170 Noah and his ſons, their employment, 175—his in- 
toxication, 177—reproof of his ſons, 158—his death, 179 
compared with Adam, 179—their crimes and ſacrifices, 
180—their puniſhment in the ill conduct of their chil- 
dren, 1. —both types of Chriſt, 16. his name explained, 
187 compared with Chriſt, 19 e ] type of him, 196 

Nod, the word explained, i. 107 

Nurſes of the Egyptians, 5. 454 


O. 


AK by Shechem, under which Jacob buried the idols 
of Laban, his father-in-law, ii. 229. 240 
Oath, a ratification of the deed of fale, concerning the birth- 
right which jacob purchaled, zz. 104 5 
| | Oath 
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Oath impoſed upon Joſeph by his father to bury him in the 
cave of Machpelah, z. 373 

by which Joſeph likewiſe binds his poſterity concern- 

ing his interment, 11. 419 

the ſanctity of it, i. 379 

Oaths, the frequency and impiety of them, i. 326 

Object of Jacob's journey, 21. 140 

Obliging deportment, zz. 33 

Obſcurity, 1. 16 

Obſervations on Balaam's prediction of bleſſing Iſrael, 2. 
449-453—(firſt, that he ought to have been convinced of 
God's determined purpoſes to favour Ifrael, 449 —ſecond- 
Iv, that truth is not injured by being conveyed through 
impure channels, therefore ſhould not be rejected, 450— 
thirdly, how rarely fine talents are in the poſſeſhon of a 
ſanctified heart, 450-452—fourthly, the dreadſul miſery 
of that man whoſe heart and head are at variance, 452- 


Obſtacles of union with Iſaac and Rebecca compared with 
Jacob and Rachel, zz. 148 

Offering of Cain and Abel, 7. 82 

of Adam and Melchizedec compared, 1 267 

Os, king of Baſhan, provokes his deſtruction by oppoſing 
the Iſraelites, iv. 335 

Old age, iv. 246 

Olive leaf, 7. 169 

an expreſſive ſymbol of peace, ſignificant of Chriſt's 

ſalvation, i. 199 

Omnipotence reſtrained, z. 363 

On [or Heliopolis] prieſt of, iz. 304—his daughter becomes 
a mother in Iſrael, ii. 365 

Opinion of ingenious men, 2. 147 

- of commentators confuted, z. 149-150 

- of good men often erroneous, z. 201 


349 

Opinions, various, on Melchizedec, i. 272 

Oracle given to Abraham, concerning the *acrifice of his ſon, 
2. 392-394 _ . 

——- concerning the preſervation of Moſes, z:. 453 

- irreſiſtible, miraculous, and ſupernatural, relative to 
the deliverance of Iſrael by Moſes, //. 78 

— pronounced by Moſes fulfilled concerning the oppoſi- 

tion againſt Iſrael, iv. 337 


Oracle 


- of the viſitation to Abraham by the three angels, i. 


” — 
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Oracle to Balaam, iv. 37 

——, the method of conſulting it, &c. v. 78 

r RTE. compared with Demoſthenes and Cicero, 
V. 1 

Organ, 1. 140 


P. 


ADAN-ARAM, ii. 108. 125 | 

P Pagan ſuperſtition oppoſed, zz. 198 

Pagan legiſlature indebted to facred hiſtory, v. 55-57 

Paleſtine, iii. 43 | 

Paradiſe, Adam diſpoſſeſſed of, i. 33 

(in contradiſtinction to the fictions of Mahomet and 
the conjectures of a Jewiſh Rabbin) none to be acknow- 
ledged for the habitation of the bleſfed, but that repreſent- 
ed in ſcripture, i. 130. 131 

—  ——- terreſtrial, 2. 209 

————- Celeſtial, 7. 388 

Parents puniſhed in their children, i. 180 

— — caution to them, 77. 54 

———— the return they meet with from diſobedient children, 
aun, 71 

5 admoniſhed to impartiality to their children, 77. 
73 

Partial affection cautioned againſt, ii. 249 

Partialities, parental, fi. 5 5. 392 

Paſchal lamb, zz. 172 

Paſſion, 7. 93. 96 

Paſſover prepared and deſcribed, 7:i. 166—a lamb appointed 
for the purpoſe, i4.—it's moral and religious defign, 167 
—to be eaten with bitter herbs, 169—cleanſing of the 
veſſels, 169-170—houſes to be carefully fearched for 
leavened bread, 170—maſter of each family makes a 
ſolemn addreſs to God, 16. — the whole exemplified in 

* Chriſt the great antitype, 171—obſervance of the paſ- 

chal ceremony between Jews and Chriſtians compared, 
i6.—the victim deſcribed, and the time for it's being 
ſlain ſpecified, 172—compared with Chriſt, 17 3—ad- 
monition for Chriſtians to look to the goſpel paſſover, 
178-180—farther hiſtorical account of the ordinance, 
183—it's commemoration and abolition point to a very 


memorable æra of the world, 4.—reflections on the 
whole, 
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whole, 186-192—a paſſage reſpecting the ſprinkling the 
blood of the victims, quoted from the Targum of Jona- 
than, 193—inferior circumſtances relating to this cere- 
mony, 194—to be roaſted with fire, &c. :4.—unſupported 
illuſtrations of commentators on theſe minutiz rejected, 
i6,—why to be eaten at night, 196—why one method of 
eating it is commanded in preference to another, 196-197 
—pagan ſuperſtition 4 * 198 the command for not 

breaking the bones of the paſchal lamb, a type of Chriſt 

in his crucifixion, 200—why to be eaten in haſte with the 
loins girded, 202-203z—compared with the approaching 
judgment of Chriſt's ſecond Eng, $04: 205 

Pater hal relationſhip of Adam and Chriſt compared, i. 59 

Patience, ii. 300 

— of Moſes, zi. 453 

Patriarchs (three) differing in character, but uniting in 
principle, ii. 47 

Patriarchal dignity, i. 184 

Patrick (Bp.) his opinion of the tranſgreſſion of Aaron's 
ſons in their offering ſtrange fire to the Lord, iv. 286- 
288 

Patriotiſm real and apparent compared, v. 70-71 

— — of Moſes, v. 131 

Pattern, i. 6 

Paulus and Africanus, iti. 27 

Pedigree of Chriſt, i. 56 

Pencil of hiſtory, z. 3 

Penelope, ii. 363 

Pentateuch, v. 152 

Pentecoſt, iii. 437 

Penuel, i. 211 | 

Peor, a place where Baal was worſhipped, iv. 447 

Peterborough (Bp. of) on the golden candleſticks in the 
temple, iv. 184—reflections thereon, 187-188 

Ty (in Meſopotamia) the refidence of Balaam, 1. 
3 | 

Petre, a region of Arabia, iii. 45 

Phariſees, 111. 5 

Pharaoh ſmitten with Sarai's beauty, i. 322-326 

his dream, fi. 287—ſends for Joſeph to interpret it, 
290—his redoubled viſions, i4.—his generoſity, 3679— 
(variouſly mentioned, 348. 349. 368. 401) X 

——- ſeeks an opportunity to get rid of Moſes, 141. 45 
—caſts him into priſon, 98—(and Moſes, to convince 

Vol. V. E e him 
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him of his divine authority, wrought four miracles, 
viz. firſt, cauſes fire to iſſue out of the earth ; 2dly, 
delivers himſelf out of priſon, by breaking down the 
priſon bars, and ſtriking his guards dead; 3dlv, brings 
deafneſs on the king; and, 4thly, for a time, de- 
prives all the Egyptian prieſts of ſenſe and motion, 98. 
99)—his contempt of Moſes, 100—revenges himſelf on 
the Ifraclites, 102—his behaviour on feeing the rod of 
Moſes turned into a ſerpent, 113—deſpiſes the plague, 
127-—reluctantly conſents to Jet the people go, 129 
his charaQer exemplified in the conduct of all wicked 
men, 143—threatens Moſes and Aaron with death if 
they come avy more before him, 158—God proceeds to 
reckon with him for his deſtruction of the male chil. 
dren, 159-104 4 

Pharaoh, Cyrus, Nebuchadnezzar, and Moſes compared, 8. 
294-2 

Philo, Tadab's pathetic addrefs to Joſeph, concerning the 
detention of his brother Benjamin, 11. 337-338—com- 
pared with Moſes, 342 

on the diſtance from Canaan to Egypt, iii. 228 

and Joſephus on the earlier parts of Moſes' hiftory, 
iii. 36 

— their account of the tabernacle, iv. 182 

Philoſophical fact, z. 310 

Theœnicia, zz. 380 

Phenomena, zz. 224. 273 

Phenomenon, z. 148 

Phyficians, zz. 402 

Phyſtognomy, 7. 4 

Picture of ancient manners, /. 359 

Piety and faith, z. 172 

Pilgrim, 7. 236 

- the life of one not always ſecure, 7. 245 

—— Jacob compared with Adam and Abraham, . 


124 


- not beneath the notice of heaven, ii. 130 
Pilgrimage, i. 222 

Pillar, monumental, 7:. 137 

- of fire; 717. 250-251 

Pit, Ii. 255 

Plague, it's awfulneſs eonſidered as a check to luxury, i. 


137 
i . N 
i in which 14,700 fouls periſhed, ;. 308 
> : Plagues 
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Plagues of Egypt, remarks on them, 11. 134-154 — (vis. 
firſt, the methods of divine mercy being inconccivable, 
ſo the power of puniſhing is unlimited, 1436-142— 
2d, that bad habits tend to harden the heart, 142-145 | 
—3d, the difference between the obedience of love and | 
fear, 145-147—4th, the wiſdom of reſignation to the | 
divine will, 148-150—5th, the pride of man hum- 
bled, and Satan's power ſubdued, 150-152—6th, the 
difference between the beginning and end of things, 1 52- 
154) 
Plan of the ark, 7. 191 
Plea of merit, by Balaam, v. 425 KEE: 
Pleaſure heightened by communication, i. 28 
Pledge, ſacred, #7. 225-226 | 
Plot of Aaron, in conjunction with his ſiſter Miriam, to 
diſturb the government of Moſes, iv. 294 
Plutarch, zz. 358 ö 
| concerning an extraordinary ebb of the river Eu- 
phrates, ii. 277 
Poetry, i. 2. | | 
the moſt ancient, #:7. 280 | 
eſſence of it, ii. 292-293 | 
Poiſon, 1. 176 
Polygamy ſeverely cenſured, i. 108-109 | 
reſiſted and confuted in the hiſtory of Sarai and 
Hagar, i. 328 
and inceſt, 77. 150 
Pomp of Egypt, ii. 401 
Population, f. 103-105 | 
- —- ſtatement of every twenty years, 111. 219 
Portrait of Moſes, fi. 246-247 
Portraits drawn from ſacred hiſtory, and exhibited for ge- 
neral inſtruction, &c. 1. 3 4 
— of Melchizedec and Chriſt compared, their exact | \ 
ſimilarity, z. 274 1 
Poſterity of Adam, their property and power limited, &c. | 
7. 
— us ———— nd the redeemed of the Lord, conſi- | 
dered under two principal repreſentatives, z. 66 | Y 
of Cain, the firſt to build a city, i. 108 | 
me invention of muſic aſcribed to them, 7. 108. 
140 
— of Noah, 1. 212 | | 
—— of Iſhmael and Iſaac compared, z. 336 ol 
Eez Poſterity [11 


—— — 
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Poſterity of Rachel has a preferable claim in Iſrael's will, . 


37 3 

Poſthumous praiſe of Abraham, z:. 51 1 

Potentates of the world cenſured and condemned in the cha- 

racter of Melchizedec, i. 271 

3 their titles often ridiculous and con- 
temptible, i. 275 

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh's, and captain of his guard, 
to whom Jofeph is transferred from the Midianites, zz. 
265—the fortunate purchaſe he made in obtaining him; 
— the bleſſing that was immediately ſubſequent thereon, 
ii. 27 

Pottage 1 lentiles, ii. 102 
Prayer for the ſpirit of wiſdom, #7. 20 

of Abraham and Iſaac, ii. 27 

the effects of it, i. 30 

—— — and meditation, the improvement of mercies, z:. 
34 

— it's anſwer and effects concerning Iſaac's intreating 
the Lord on account of Rebecca's barrenneſs, ii. 36-37 

—— ſignified by Moſes holding up his hands, ii. 389-390 

— 1 of it, iii. 392 

of Moles, v. 67 

Prayers of Moſes and Aaron for Miriam, their fiſter, when 
ſtruck with a leproſy, i. 314 

indicated by the incenſe ariſing from the altar, -. 

196-197 

in general, iv. 136 

Pretur Lucullus, fi. 358 

Preaching not always efficacious, z. 241 

Precept concerning Cato, given to the Roman youth for 
the promotion of virtue, z. 17 

which Abraham obeyed in conſequence of his belief 
of the divine promiſe, i. 393 

Prediction of the prophet Iſaiah literally true in the hiſ- 
tory of the deluge, and the concord of Chriſt's kingdom, 


7, 195 

and types, the medium through which the ſun of 
righteouſneſs appears to his believing people, i. 209 
juſtified by the event, concerning the reſtora- 
| vom of Joſeph to the favor of the Egyptian monarch, it. 
— 2 5 


* — — 


of one of the Egyptian ſeers, concerning the birth 

of Moſes, ii. 442 

of importance relative to Judah, 1. 393 
Prediction 
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Prediction of Balaam confidered, iv. 444-446 | 
final, of Iſrael's glory and Moab's downfal, i», 


4.53 
cudics of the Egyptians ſuſpended to do honor to the 


epherds of Beerſheba, 11. 403 

Prelate, learned, his opinion of Aaron's idolatry, iv. 67-68 

Preſence of God with believers, z. 359 : 

Preſent, ii. 203 

Pride contraſted with humility, zz. 71 | 

Prieſt's office in the holy place of the tabernacle, iv. 182 

— - in the Jewiſh tabernacle compared with 
Chriſt, who has entered into heaven to intercede for his 
church, &c. i. 197 

Prieſthood, fi. 106 

— of Aaron and his ſons, iv. 241-242 

Prince of angels appears to Balaam, iv. 393 

Priſon, 11. 279 

Private character of Iſaac, z:. 48 

Profanity, zz. 316 

and irreverence condemned, iv. 176 

Prognoſtic, iz. 251. 425 

Project, female, 11. 81 

Promiſe, river of, ii. 20 

Prophecy with which Iſaac was indued renders it extraordi- 
nary, that, at a particular period, he ſhould not diſtinguiſh 
the two branches of his family, zz. 85-86 

— , the gift of it known to reſide in the patriarch 
Ifaac, may be confidered as a reaſon and apology for Re- 
becca's anxiety for her ſon's ſuperiority in obtaining the 
birth-right benediction, zz. 105-106 

the ſpirit of, attendant on Jacob at the cloſe of 

his exiſtence, in diſtinguiſhing the ſons of Joſeph, ii. 

375 | 


Pr 


the particular influence of it over the partialities 
and affections of the mind exemplified in Jacob's prefer- 
ring Ephraim to Manaſſch, 17. 392 

- —, preciſe fulfilment of, concerning the deliverance 
of Iſrael, 111. 212 

the gift of God fomciimes beſtowed on wicked 
men, iv. 344 

Propoſal made to Moſes, iv. 75 

Trane of Balaam from the top of the rock, iv. 429-431 

Proſperity and misfortune compared, ii. 63 


— — f Eſau condemned, 21. 90 


E e 3 Proſperity 


| 


424 INDEX. 


Proſperity and adverſity compared, ii. 270 
Proſtitution of Leah imputed to her father, ii. 156. 169 
— — 9 458 
Protraction of i bleſſing to Abram, 11. 344 
Providence a proof of the divine power, i. 49 
——-, the deſigns of it fulfilled in the perſon and cha- 
racter of Adam, i. 55 
— — and revelation tend to diſcover the juſtice and 
mercy of God, 7. 162 
— by which the ark was ſteered in the flood, 7. 163 
— the importance of it's deſigns not level to hu- 
man judgments, z. 336 
— — prepares us for promotion in the ſchool of rela- 
tive duty, 27, 35 
frequently compenſates it's delays by outdoing 
our requcits, 27. 3 5 
— - manifeſt in Joſeph's protection, 17. 259. 261 
. it's extraordinary power, 111. 49 
— , the plan of, in the redemption of the world 
| conſidered, iv, 7—firſt, that it is God's own purpoſe, 8- 
10 - ſccondly, that it is a purpoſe of grace, 10-12—thirdly, 
that it was formed before the world began, 12-14—fourth- 
ly, by Chriſt Jeſus, 14-18—and fifthly, that it was mani- 
eſted by his appearing, 18-26—exhortation to Chriſtians 
from the whole, 26-28 
Providences of God the agents of his will, 127. 85-87 
Prudence of Iſaac in ſubmitting to his father, z. 418 
of Abraham in the diſpoſition of his temporal 
affairs to his children, ii. 49-51 


— of Jacob in preparing to meet his brother, it. 


« 9 


— — 


202 
Puniſhment denounced, i. 10 

Purſuits, moral and intellectual, v. 46 
Putrefaction, preparation from, 1. 399 


1 


QUARREIL,, the firſt in the world occaſioned by reli- 
gion, 1. 38 | Poe hg I EI | 235 


— between Abimelech and Abraham, 1. 377 
Quarrels ſubdued by moderation, 7. 33 


—— of the Greeks and Trojans, i. 300 


R. RABBI 
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Sn 


R. 


ABBI Maimonides, iv, 216 
Rabbin, Jewiſh, concerning Moſes entering Egypt, . 


Rabbios, their opinion concerning Aaron's inclining to the 
idolatry of the Iſraelites, i. 67 

on the untading lultre of the latter years of Moſcs 
lite, w. 164 

Rachel appears with her father's flock at the watering- place, 
11. 145—deſcription of her perſon and employment, 1.40 
147—her ſalutation from Jacob, 147—1s at length mar— 
ried, 158—i1s unfruitful, 159—her envy excited, 160 — 
engaged in conſtant altercation with Leah, 170—enters 
into a dialogue with her huſband, 177—leaves her iather's 
houſe, 181—ſteals his images, 182-229—bears Jacob ano- 
ther ſon, and then dies, 230—refeftions on her ſufter- 
ings, 264. 374 g i 

Rage of Balak at being diſappointed in his purſuit, . 


453 

Raguel (ſee Jethro). 

Raiment, zz. 358 

Rain, z. 153 

Rainbow, z. 174 

———a token of God's covenant ot peace with the earth, 
1. 204. 209 

Ram, 1. 403 

Ramaſes, plain of, 111. 227 

Ratification of the new covenant from Mount Sinai, . 33 
—it's meaning, &c. iv. 35 

Raven, z. 169 

Reaſon and innocence blended, z. 25 

and religion, 27. 99 

Reaſon aſſigned for Jacob's eager defire of the birth-right, 7. 
106 

——— Why Jacob leſt his father's houſe fo unprovided, 4. 
12 

3 aſſigned for Balaam's knowledge of the God of 
Ifrael, iv. 340. 342 

Rebecca's ſituation, when firſt diſcovered by Abrahams 
ſervant, /. 32—obliging deportment, z33—-her dignity not 
unpaired by civility to ſervants, 16.—ſtrife in her womb, 
38—made uncaſy by Efau's folly, 77. 72—overhears the 
charge Iſaac gave to him, and invents a ſcheme to prevent 

Keg it's 
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it's deſign, 81—her conduct apologized for, 82—per- 
ſuades Jacob to execute the plot, 83—obtains her ends, 
but meets with diſappointment, 87—diſcerns, too late, 
her imprudence, and conſents to the baniſhment of Jacob, 


1 

Recolle&ion of departed ſpirits, 11. 404. 405 

Reconciliation of an abſtruſe paſſage by Jewiſh Rabbins, zz. 
136—opinion on the ſame by later interpreters, 74. 

Red Sea, it's channel cauſed to become dry, iii. 253—the 
breadth of the paſſage conſidered, 2 58—practical abſerva- 
tions thereon, 258-261—three objects propoſed through 
it, 166—(firſt, a vindication of the hiſtory of the paſſage 
from objections made againſt it, 266-280—ſecondly, a few 
remarks and criticiſms on the hymn that was ſung on the 
occaſion, 280-288—and, thirdly, obſervations on the ſa- 


* 


cred poeſy itſelf, 288-294) -a fragment of Euſebius, from 
Artapanes, concerning it, 269g—how it was effected, ac- 
cording to the contemptible opinion of Spinoſa, 273— 
attempts to invalidate and degrade the miracle wrought of 
it, 256—a magnificent concert filled the ſhores, while 
Iſrael 47 paſſing over, 299 [See chronological account, 
15. 316] 
1 prefigured by the ark, z:. 10 
Refiner's fire and divine juſtice compared, i. 163 
Reflections on the fall, J. 32 ; 
— - moral, z. 36. 37. 39. 41 
— on the hiſtory of Abel, i. 88 
bs - on the hiſtory of Cain, z. 110 
— on the hiſtory of Enoch, f. 134 
— awful, i. 155 
— —- on forming graceleſs connections, 2. 1 56 
- on the hiſtory of Noah, 7. 158 
— —- on Scripture experience, i. 162 
— — on God's viſitation to Hagar, 7. 331 
— on the hiſtory of Abraham, z. 357. 382 
a on the ſacrifice of Iſaac, i. 401 


- on Abraham's life and death, z. 421 

- on the hiſtory of Iſaac, zz. 78 

—-- an Rachel's marriage, addreſſed to the fair ſex, 
ii. 160-163 | E 

— — on the burning bufh, zz. 63 

— on the paſſaver, iii. 186-192 

— - on the ee of Aaron, i. 284 


on the failings of Aaron, on a ſecond revolution 
in the Ifraelitiſh camp, 308-309 | END OM 


Reflect ion 


Reflections on the hiſtory of Balaam, i. 401-405 (409-411. 
460-464) ; 
— on Balaam's pronouncing the immutable decree, 

tv. 427-437 
Refuſal of Moſes to obey God, 1. 79-——iv. 230 
Relationſhip mutual, between Moſes and Chriſt, iii. 465 
Religion inſtituted for man, i. 80 
- blended with employment, zz. 37 
- it's enemies refuted, z. 102 
—— —- the ſource of confidence among men, i. 291 
— the moſt important principle to ſtates and indivi- 

duals, iw. 352 
Rehoboth, 77. 67 
Remarks on God's declaration to Abram, i. 221 
—— on the ſacrifice of Iſaac, 27. 29 

- of biſhop Hall, zz. 38 

——- on the hiſtory of Jacob, 7. 194 

- on Laban's character, ii. 197 

——- on the cavil of the Sadducees againſt a future ſtate, 
z11, 10 

————-- hiſtorical and practical, on the plagues of Egypt, 
tii. 135, & ſeq. 

Remorſe, i. 83 

Rendevouz of the Lord's hoſt, ii. 227 

Reply of Jacob to Laban's charge, zz. 196. 197 

——- of Balaam to the angel whom he ſaw in the way before 
him, i. 407 but perſiſts in proceeding, 408 

Reputation, z. 87 

Reſtoration of mankind, 7. 38 

Reſurrection, 111. 11. 12. 19——v. 20 

Retinue, ſplendid, zz. 360 

go view of the fin and ſentence of Moſes, v. 
267-273 | | 

Reuben attempts to ſave Joſeph, ii. 257—was not preſent 
when he was fold to the merchants, 262—his regard for 

Joſeph particularized, 269—his reply to his brethren, 318 

Vis the firſt addreſſed by his dying father, 387 
Revolution, awful, of Adam's condition and character, 1. 

20. 33 . . 

— p a memorable at the time of the deluge, 7. 138 
effected by two hundred and fiſty princes of the 
aſſembly of Iſrael, iv. 307 
Review of Jacob's ſufferings, ii. 23 5 

of the principal ubjects treated of in this work, 


. 3-9 


Review 
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Review of Moſes exhibited in the New Teſtament, v. 347 
& leq. 

Riches create ſorrow, 7. 227 

———-- refuſed, i. 254 

'——-- jn general create more wants than thoſe which they 
are able to remove, z/. 80 

Rite, awful, ſignified by the blood of the ſacrifice on Mount 
Sinai, . 38-39 

Rival brothers, 1. 93 

— | (two) repreſented in Heſiod as fighting with 
each other about the = of their father, z. 416 

* — concerning Jacob and Eſau, zz. 81 

Rival ſiſters, 11. 169 

Robbers, band of, zz. 228 

Rod of God's anger, ii. 311 

of Moſes turned into a ſerpent, 7. 77 

——— of Moſes and Aaron, 7:7. 123. 114 

of the Egyptian Magi, iii. 115 

of God exerciſed in mercy by ſtriking a flinty rock, 
777. 353.354 

Rods on which were inſcribed the names of the different 
tribes of Iſrael, zv.—afterwards depoſited in the ark as a 
ſacred memorial, iv. 312 

Roman prieſt, his prayer, z. 303 

emperor, 27. 358 | 

Rome and Alba, conteſt between them, 7. 303 

Rule for forming a choice in a married ſtate, 4. 34 


8. 


ABBATH, concerning the renewal of the ſhew-bread, 
2. 205 | 
— — day, an ancient cuſtom uſed thereon, v. 
202 
Sacrament of Chriſt's death inſtituted, 7. 279 
horrid and inhuman, recommended by Simeon, 
and Levi, z:. 226 | 
| engraven on the fleſh of Moſes, 7. 454 
Sacerdotal robes of Aaron, iv. 256-264 
Sacred drama, Aaron's firſt appearance in it, iv. 230 
volume exhibits the goſpel in every page, perſon, cha- 
racter, prediction, and event, v. 324 
Sacrifice, firſt inſtituted, 1.35 


Sacrifice, 


INDEX, 429 


Sacrifice, the ſpot where it was offered, and from whence 
Cain, by his tranſgreſſion, was baniſhed, z. 106 

— , reaſon aſſigned for the delay of it immediately 
after the deluge, i. 171 

of Abel, z. 118 

— of decency, &c. conſidered in the caſe of Noah's 

intoxication, i. 176 

—— of every Chriſtian compared with Abram's, 7. 
281 


a feaſt, i. 386 

— — of Iſaac, remark on it, ii. 29 

on Mount Moriah, z:. 41 

horrid, 17. 226 

the various diſqualifications of it cavilled at, 11. 


175 
— of the paſſover, as belonging to the church in ge- 
neral and every family in particular, 277. 186 


of the Moſaic and goſpel diſpenſation compared, 


111. 18 


of the paſſover, reſpecting it's inferior circum- 
ſtances, iii. 193 | 
the general laws of it conſidered, 7:7. 201. 292 
threefold, iv. 266-269 
— of Balaam, i. 418-443 
Sacrifices of Abram deſcribed, z. 293, (313. 396) 
their riſe and end, 1. 295. 296 
— —— their ſolemn ceremonies, i. 298 
of Gentile nations, i. 299 
of Greeks and Romans, 2. 300-301 
of Abram and Chriſt compared, 1. 314. (395- 


402) 


of Iſaac recommended, 7. 389 
human, z. 390 
Sacrilegious blending of profane and ſacred worſhip, iv. 
I 
dadducees, their character, 21. 6—ignorance, 14—their re- 
ſpect for Moſes, 8 cloak their infidelity by a pretended 
regard for a future ſtate, lo- their zeal to explode the 
8 indicates their belief of it, Ii their confutation, 
9 
Salem, the king of, makes offers of friendſhip to Abram, 
which he accepts in preference to the ſpoils proffered 
him by the king of Sodom, i. 266—he bleſſes Abram, 


279 
Salt of the earth, Jacob's family, 11. 246 
e | lk LY Salvation 
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Salvation of man always the ſame, i. 88 

of Rachel, ii. 147 

of Chriſt, in what it conſiſts, 111. 168 

of the world, 1v. 3-6 

Sampſon and David, types of Chriſt, 11. 115-116 

- his reward offered to the Philiſtines for expound- 
ing his riddle, &c. 11. 358 

Samuel, 7:7. 3 

Sanctity of Enoch's life, z. 119 

— Enoch, as a prieſt, i. 129 

the ri maintained, zv. 2 

Sarai, z. 220. 225—conſents to Abram's having children by 
another, 321—her beauty, 322— is envied, 74.—propoſes 
Hagar to Abram, 323—her conduct cenſured, 323-325— 
betrayed by her great ſpirit, 327—reaſons why it ſhould 
be humbled, 333-—her name changed, 346—laughs 
(through incredulity) 347—enquired after by angels, 351 
—reproved and confounded, 353—becomes pregnant of 
the promiſed ſeed, 371—is miraculouſly protected, 16.— is 
delivered of the promiſed ſon, 372—ſuckles the child, 373 
— her death, 411—a review of her hiſtory, 1%. —is buried, 


414 

Sarah's partiality accounted for, zz. 29 

Saul, his ſinful and imprudent lenity to Amalek, zz. 399- 
400—1s reproved for the ſame, 400-401 

Saurin, 7:7. 267 

Savage monſter, 11. 259 

SCArcity, 17. 311 

Scepticiſm, 11. 120 

Schechinah, i. 295 

Schools of the mag], zz. 50 

SCION, 111. 154 | 

Scipio and Lælius, Cato's addreſ. o them, iii. 26 

Scourge of Egypt, iti. 50 

Scripture deſcriptions accommodated to us by natural ob- 

jects, zz. 119 

-- reading, recommended to heads of families, v. 


206 

Scriptures, ſuperiority of them, 7. 4 

Sculpture and painting, 2. 157 

Sea, it's tide commanded to ceaſe flowing by an Engliſh mo- 
narch, 77. 257 | 

zeal, awful, 111. 88 

Sedition, iv. 307 

Seduction of Adam, by the malignant ſpirit, i. 29-30 

Seduction 
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Seduction of Eve, a topic of ſpleen for the declaimers 
againſt the female ſex, 1. 1 


of devils forbidding to marry, z. 120 


of Iſrael, owing to the deep laid policy of Ba- 


laam's advice, which coſt the lives of 20,000 perſons in 
Iſrael, iv. 459 


Seed of the woman, i. 209 


—— „that obſcure promiſe made to Adam, 
announced to the world as the Red of Abram, ii. 16 

Segulah, zz. 403 

Seir, mount, 11. 200 

Seir and Paran, occaſion a poor conceit in the Jeruſalem 
Targum v. 209 

Selfiſhneſs condemned, i. 239 

Self. ſufficiency reproved, z:. 30 

Seneca, v. 11 

Separation of Abram and Lot, i. 242 

Serpent - iſſue i. 374 

» Aaron's rod converted into one, 2d. 113-114 

Seth, of whom concerning the fleſh, Chriſt was to come, 
is given to ſupply the loſs of Abel, i. 39—the time ot 

his birth conſidered, in oppoſition to the cavils of infi- 
delity, i. 103 

Seven years of famine begins in Egypt, zz. 310 

Severity, i. 97 

Sheaves, ten, zz. 314 

Shechem, the diſorder of his paſſion, &c. with Dinah, 
not more to his ſhame than his intended reparation is 
to his honor, 11. 224 

Sheep, i. 416 

Shem and Japhet, bleſſings intailed on them, z. 177 

—— the great link of the two great æras of the world, 
1. 427 

genealogy of, i. 428 

the life of, connects, with the antediluvian world, 

and call of Abram, 111. 314 

Shepherd of Beerſheba, 1. 403 

Shepherd and ſhepherdeſs, 27. 168 

Shepherdeſs of Midian, zi, 46 


Shew-bread, table of, 201-206 

Shiloh, zz. 252. 391. 393 

Shur, 111. 300 

Sign given by Jacob, zz, 206 

Sihon, king of, requeſted by the Iſraelites to paſs through 
his territories, 7. 334 


dimeon 
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Simeon and Levi, ii. 226—by a horrid ſtratagem fall on 
the men of Shechem, and piit them to the ſword, 227 
—addrefled by their dying father, 388 

Simeon bound and ſent to priſon, 11. 319=—revelation to 
him by the Holy Ghoſt, 471. 467 

Simplicity, 2. 414 

Sinai, 7:7. 65. 372. 388. 426. 438. 450 | | 

it's thunders, &c. 452—what the purport of the 

voice that iſſued from it, 111. 455 

„directions for the ratification of the new covenant 
which was delivered from it, iv. 43—it's ceremonies 
particulariſed, and the diſtance of time which has 
elapſed fince that period, 34—the perſons who are 
required to attend on this great tranſaction, 35—the 
treaty between God and the people reduced to writing, 
and declared in the hearing of al, 37—an altar 1s built 
for a ſacrifice, 38—inſtitution of a principal rite ſigni- 
fied by the blood of the victims, 76.—the form of ad- 
juration, 39—the blood ſprinkled on the aſſembly, a peace 
offering is made, and the people partake of a common 
repaſt, 40— being ſprinkled with blood, and peace eſta- 
bliſhed between God and the people, they are admitted 
to advance higher on the mount, 41—God's particular 
diſcovery of himſelf to the whole congregation, 41-42 
the people diſmiſſed, but Moſes detained, 45-46— 
and is commanded to receive the law in a different form, 
46—two tables of the teſtimony brought down from 

the mount, 78—general review, and reflections on the 

receding, 80-85—Aaron and his two ſons accompany 
Moſes to the bottom of the mount, when he went up 
to receive the civil and religious conſtitution of the 
ſtate, 240 

Sin removed, 7. 47 

compared to a diſeaſe, 7. 440 

„it's hideous forms, i. 58 

Sion, i. 262 

Sitnah, zz. 67 

Situation (awful) of Moſes, when commanded to appear 
before God with two freſh tables of ſtone, for the re- 
placing of thoſe he had before deſtroyed, iv. 136-137 

Six tribes, 11. 395 

Skins uſed, 1. 72 

Slavery, . 327 

Slaves, 11. 370. 439 
Sleep an emblem ot death, iv., 324 


A 


Sodom 
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Sodom becomes a prey to conqueſt, i. 246 

————, king of, offers his bounty to Abram, which he re- 
fuſes, 1. 254. 206 

and Gomorrah threatened, 2. 356 

it's determined deſtruction made known to Abra- 

ham, z. 364 ; 

it's fearfu] ſtate, compared with the world, when 
the righteous are taken out of it, zz. 281 

Solicitation of Moſes for farther manifeſtations of the di- 

vine perfections, and the extraordinary reply to his 
3 iv. 110-111 -obſervations thereon, 112-114 

Solitude, though in Paradiſe, not perfect bliſs, i. 27 

of Balaam, remarkable, iv. 424 

Song of Moſes and the children of Iſrael, 2:7. 266 

— , the memorial of it, v. 187-195 

Soothſayers and magicians, 11. 288 

Sorceries, 111. 121 

Sorrow of Iſaac for the loſs of his mother, 1. 39 

from what ſource, 21. 37 

Sovereignty of Adam, 1. 25 

— limited, 7. 63 

— of Chriſt unlimited, 1. 64 

Speculation, z. 101 

Speech, pathetic, of Judah's, on the difcovery of the cup 
in Benjamin's ſack, i. 337-338 

Spices of Egypt, i. 402 

Spinoſa [ note] zi. 272 

Spirit of prayer promiſed, zz. 391 

of Moſes and Chriſt compared, v. 33;5—and the 

different ſigns of their miſſion pointed out, 337 

Spoils of the Egyptians, 11. 212 : 

- which the bodies of the Egyptian army, &c. af- 

torded the Iſraelites after their deſtruction in the Red 
Sea, 111. 229 

Spring and autumn united, 1. 147 

Star of Jacob, z. 125 

- of the wiſe men, i. 284 
Starry heavens, z. 8. 311 | 
— a vaſt combination of worlds, ii. 84 
Stephen (St.) on the birth of Moſes, 11. 144-145 
Sternneſs of Joſeph to his brethren, zz. 317 

Stone, iii. 393 3 | f 

the jaſper, a type of the Chriſtian church, v. 239. 
240 1 

Stones, the ancient monuments of victory, zz. 156 


Stones 
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Stones which compoſed Jacob's pillar differently expreſſ- 
ed, ii. 135 - ew iſn Rabbins attempt to reconcile it, 136 

on the breaſt-plate of the high prieſt, v. 239 

Strabo, 8 biftorian, iii. 30g 

and Moſes agree in their narrative, 27. 310 

Strange fire offered by the two ſons of Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, iv. 28;—Biſhop Patrick's opinion thereon, i. 
286 

Stran i. 149. 1 60. 35 

— of * 15 decoy the Iſraelites to idolatry, 
. 458 

Strife 5 the herdſmen of Abram and Lot, i. 227. 
237 

——— of the Hebrews, 11. 43 

„waters of, iv. 254 

Suckling infants, a taſk of nature, z, 373 

Summary of Joſeph's character, zi. 421-422 

Summons, fatal, to Aaron, ii. 315-316 

Sun, it's poſition, 712. 253-254 

Superſtition, iii. 174. 198. 202 

Supplications of Moſes anſwered, i. 130-131 

Supremacy of Judah over his brethren, zi. 389 


Ne F. 


ABERNACLE, the name and nature of it em- 
blematical of the diſpenſation of which it was a 

leading inſtrument, iv. 172—reared on the anniverſ; 
of Egyptian deliverance, :#.—the plan and deſign of 
it of infinite wiſdom, 175—it's ſeveral apartments 
deſcribed, 176-177—opinions of learned men on this 
ſubjet, 177—the court belonging to it deſcribed, 
178—remarks on it, 179—the objects that firſt preſent 
themſelves on entering into it, 179-180—it's typical 
ſignifications pointed to, 180—the holy place, [or 
the tabernacle itſelf] at the upper end of the court, 
likewiſe deſcribed, 181. & ſeq.—Joſephus and Philo, 
their opinion of it, 182—reflefttions on the burning 
lamps, 187-188—the altar confidered and deſcribed, 
196—the office of the prieſt, 199q—the horns of the 
altar, 199—it's quadrangular figure, 199-200—it's 
materials, 200—table of ſhew bread, 201-206—the 
ark deſcribed, 206—it's covering, meaſurement, and 
contents, 
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contents, 207p—Urim and Thummim, 208-209—cheru- 
bims, 210—their poſition, 212—what is denoted by their 
many wings, 213—and their faces attentively fixed on the 
ark, 214—Rabbi Maimonides quoted on the ſubject, 216 
—in this repoſitory (of the ark) were laid up the ſacred 
memorials of the covenant, 217—which were afterwards 
taken to Babylon, 218—the time of the tabernacle's being 
begun and finiſhed, 220—the ſanity of it's inſtitution 
maintained, 290 

Table of ſhew-bread, iv. 201-206 

Tables of the teſtimony daſhed to pieces, iv. o 

--, difference between the two former and two latter, 

iv. 134-135 

appointed to be laid up in the ark, iv. 135-136 

Tabor, Mount, 271. 475 

Tacitus and Plutarch, 24%. 310 

Tale-bearer, 77. 248 

Targum of Jonathan quoted, iv. 192-193 

— = _ 2D. 209 

Taſk aſſigned to Aaron in the grand commiſſion, iv. 232 

Telemachus and Ulyſſcs, 27. 363 

Temptation not to be parleyed with, 7 42 

— of Joſeph by his miſtreſs, zz. 276 

— — it's nature and effects conſidered, 
11. 27 . 

338 at Maſſah and Meribah, various interpretations 
thereon, v. 219-221 

Tents, 11. 101 

Teraphim, or idols, ii. 182. 187 

Termuthis, Pharaoh's daughter, zi. 450. 453—a train of 
events that led her to the river ſide, and her diſcovery of 
the infant Moſes, z. 453 

Terror, iv. 393 

Tetrarch of Galilee, iii. 468 

Theft, 11. 182 

various opinions on it, 2. 183 

Three grand periods of the church, 7. 130 

- angels appear to Abraham, 3. 349 

- particulars in Joſeph's hiſtory, 2. 303 

Thrones, 7. 10-14 

Thunder and lightning, zz. 452. 454. 455 

Tide, remark on it, zi. 251-252 

Time of the building the tabernacle, v. 220 

Timidity and temerity contraſted, 7. 100 

Tiſu (or September) 247. 165 
Vor. V. Ff Tomb 


43 INDEx. 


| Tomb of Moſes, reaſons aſſigned for it's concealment, v. 
279—a pretended diſcovery of it made, 279-283 
Traits in the character of Abel, zi. 7 
— of Enoch, ii. 8 
_ of Noah, 1 10 
'- — - of Abraham, 17. 16 
— of Iſaac, 77. 51 
— of Moſes, exhibited in the New Teſta- 
ment, v. 347 & ſeq. 
"FF anſlation; literal, of Homer, [notes] i. 268. 3o1. 302 
Treaty ratified, 1. 295 
— It's peculiar ſolemnities, i. 320 
given at Mount Sinai, i, 37 
Tree of life, 11.7 
caſt into the waters of Marah, 7:7. 303 
Trial of Abraham, the ſeverity of it, i. 389 
— in the offering up his ſon, increaſed 
by the delay and diſtance of the Way, i. 394 
compared with God's offering up of 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt for us, 1. 401 
Tribes, twelve, 11. 170 
the heads of them very bad men, 11. 247 


Tribunals, V.2 
Trinity, 2. 349. 

Truth injured by intermixing with fable, 7. 12 

- kept from kings, 11. 401 

Tubal Cain, . 140 

Tulip addreſſed, v. 142 

Tullus Hoſtillius, ; 1. 340 

Two branches of Abram's family, 2. 339 

Twofold object in Balaam's laſt prophecy, 20. 455-457 
Tveris, i. 212 

Typical repreſentations obſerved, 77. 1 14-119 

of the Mefliah, tie 423 


Tyrant, 11. 439 
U. 


NION of Adam and Eve prefigured that of Chriſt 
and his church, z. 64 

with Chriſt, the effects of it, z. 6g 

and relationſhip of Iſaac to God, 24¼. 19 


Union 


I 


INDEX, 437 


Union with the head and heart neceſſary for profeſſing 
Chriſtians, 9. 343 

Ur (of the Chaldees) from whence the father of the faithful 
removes to his place of deſtination, i. 214 

— is become a land of idolatry, 7. 218 

Urim and Thummim, iv. 208-209 


— — the import of the words, wv. 77. 79 
various interpretations of it, v. 2 19 
Uſe of means and inter poſition of Providence united, zz. 
448 
_ recommended to obtain ſucceſs, 7:7, 304-384 
— obſervations thereon, 38 ;- 386 
Uſher [Archb. ] his chronology, 27. 213 


= on the preciſe time of the death of Moſes, 


05 
Uzzah, iii. 363 
—— — his dreadful puniſhment, iv. 207 


V. 


AGABO ND, 2:. 106-107 

Vanity, 1. 410 

and covetouſneſs the leading paſſions of Balaam's 
ſoul, 2. 369 

Veil on the face of Moſes, i. 156-16r 

Veniſon, 21. 54 

— — Eſau's impatience till he had prepared ſome, . 


102 

Vice, z. 96 

not puniſhed, 4. 57 

Victim, i. 72 

preſented by Noah of every clean beaſt, 7. 202 
a purifying one, what fienified by it, i. 293 
Iſaac conſidered as ſuch, z. 399 

Victory, an altar to it, zz. 396 

Virtue, not her editary, i 77, 61 

and vice compared, ii. 62 

Virtuous love, charms of, 4. 153 

Viſions, z. 243 


Abram viſited with them from the Almighty, . 


344 
Viſtons, 


438 INDEX. 


Viſions, the viſitation of them to Jacob's mind in the night, 
. 

. of the Almightv not confined to good men, 1d. 184 

of Jacob, concerning the great events that were to 

befal his family, 11. 252 

of the night that affected the minds of Pharaoh's 

two ſervants in priſon, 11. 282 

— Pharaoh'himſelf troubled with them, zz. 287 

of the Almighty, .-127 

that appeared to Balaam, 7. 406 

Viſits of the Almighty, preparation for, 7:z. 61 

— auguſt, 7. 448 

Voice of God, 2. 399 

- to Balaam, iv. 371 

— from Mount Sinai, what it was, 2:7. 455 

Vow, 11. 137 | 


W. 


ALKING with God, z. 119. 123. 127 
Warning, 2, 448 

Water turned intq blood, 2:7. 78 

——-- bitter, 7/7. 301—becomes ſweet by a tree being caſt 
into it, 303 the friends of allegory repreſent it as emble- 
matical of the croſs, 304—it's moral import indiſputable, 
3095—opinion of commentators thereon, 306 | 

————-- iſſuing from the rock, zz. 354-356—compared to 
Chriſt, 357—remarks on the ſame, 359-373 

-- of ſtrife, iv. 254 

Watts (Dr.) quoted on the myſteries of God's deſigns, 
iv. 184 

Wealth, the deſign of it, i. 81 
the increaſe of ſorrow, 1. 237 

| by what it was anciently eſtimated, z. 415 

Wedlock, it's rights revered by the Egyptians, i. 226 

Well of the oath, 7. 66 

— Midian, 77. 46-47 

Wife of Potiphar, her character, zi. 278—accuſes Joſeph to 
her huſband, 25. 

Will of Joſeph, zz. 419 

Wiſh, impetuous, proved fatal, ii. 230 

Wives (two) of Eſau, ii. 70 

— plurality of, 15. 158 


Woman's 


INDEX. 439 


Woman's pliancy, i. 30 

ſeed, i. 209 

Women, their power over men, z. 157 

Wonders, z:. 

Word of God reſembles the ſyſtem of nature, iii. 406 
Words, the laſt of Iſaac, 7. 92 

Worlds, old and new, i. 158. 170 

Worſhip, ſocial, z. 28 

-- of idols, 21. 182 


Wreſtling of Jacob with a perſon unknown, 21. 204 
Writers, 7. 11 


X 
ENOPHON, zz. 4 
Xerxcs, king of Perſia, anecdote of, v. 63 


4 


EAR, Jewiſh, changed, zz. 164 
Young men characterized, f. 156 
Young men, advice to, i. 230. 231 
— a pattern to them, zz. 95 
Youth admoniſhed, 2. 12 


J. 


APHNATHAANEAH, z:. 430 
Zeal, iii. 43. 418 
Zenith of Solomon's ſplendor, 7. 2 
Zipporah, iii. 92—her reply to her huſband, 93. 410 
Zoan, 11. 348 
Zophim, field of, iv. 443 


FINIS. 


